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AE A N 


S there is ſo great a variety in the 

diſpoſitions and opinions of men, 
it is no wonder that I differ from many 
others, in my opinion relating to the 
method and ſtile of moſt modern wri- 
ters, both in proſe and verſe ; moſt 
authors, eſpecially poets, affecting a 
lofty florid manner of expreſſion, filled 
with ſuch words and phraſes as com- 
mon readers feldom underſtand, nor 
have many times, as they read, oppor- 
tunity to conſider the true meaning of, 
and therefore do but imperfectly con- 
ceive the author's intent. 


A 2 I confeſs 
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I confeſs I have but too frequently 
met with poetry very grateful to the 
ear, full of wit and imagination, adorn- 
ed with polite learning, elegant diction, 
and beautiful fimilies, which, like mu- 
fick, while it delights the car, conveyed 
to me no inſtruction in morality, no 
information in religion, no encourage- 
ment in virtue, nor any profitable 
amuſement, being ſo full of coinage | 
and invention, and fo deſtitute of real 
truth, that it is waſting money to 
purchaſe it, and loſing time to read 
it. 


For theſe reaſons I have wrote the 
following ſheets in as plain and explicit 
a manner as I could, avoiding. every 
imaginary and flighty. mode of expreſ- 
ſion; partly for my own. amuſement, 
but more for the benefit and real in- 
ſtruction of ſuch perſons to whom 1 
wrote, without any intention then of 
ever 


4.6 

ever publiſhing them; but having lates 
ly more fully conſidered the condition 
of the numerous, hopeful youth in our 
ſociety, and the activity of young minds, 
and how deſirous they moſtly are of 
amuſement in reading (and eſpecially of 
verſe) and how few profitable things 
they are likely to have fall in their way, 
I thought it my duty rather to expoſe 
myſelf to the cenſure of the critic, 
than withhold any, inſtruction from the 
religious or deſerving youth. | 


I know that neither the ſubjects, nor 
the mode in which I have treated them, 
will ſuit the wanton taſte of the irreli- 
gious and vainly-polite reader ; but the 
ſimplicity of the ſtile beſt became my 
profeſſion and the gravity of my ſub- 
jets ; and if they are read by people 
well diſpoſed (to whom only truth is 
acceptable) ſuch may, I hope, be in 
ſome degree profited ; it is to the peruſal 

; of 
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of ſuch I recommend them; and if 
they prove of any advantage and edifi- 
cation to any of theſe, my end in pre- 

' ſerving them will be anſwered : ſuch 
readers I hope will long be found in 
my family, and among my children and 
their offspring. 


Joann Farr. 


Sutton-Benger in Wilts, the 25th 
of the Third Month 1774. 
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To 2 FRIEND on Rr TInZMERr. 


Ould'ſt thou, my friend, in life's ſhort 
ſtage be bleſt, 119. 93! 
And after death enjoy eternal reſt ; 
Or doſt thou in the truth a growth deſire, 
Then I adviſe thee often to retire | 
Into ſome loneſome, undiſturbed place; 
Wherein thou may*ſt have leiſure, well to 
trace a 
Thy inward ſteps, and juſtly template 
Upon thy paſt, as well as preſent ſtate ; 
Then may*ſt thou plainly ſee, as in a glaſs, 
How theſe thy few, uncertain moments pals : 
And if thou find'ſt, that thou haſt miſs'd thy 
way, 
I then exhort thee earneſtly to pray 
B (In 


1 
(In ſoul at leaſt) to him, who, by his pow'r, 
Will be thy helper in a trying hour: 

And chus Mos 2 — by Tis Gundel, be 
Enabled to advance from one degree 

Unto another, till thou com'ſt at laſt 

To ſee the combats of thy warfare paſt; 
Which in due time will be accompliſhed, 
And thou from doubts and fruitleſs thoughts 


wana corre | 
be led. 


Thus may'ſt thou come aſſuredly to find 
The ſweet enjoyment of a peaceful mind; 
And though afflictions may thy ſoul ſurround, 
Yet let thy patience underneath abound; 

Be not with trouble over-· much diſmay'd, 
But truſt in God, and he will be thy aid; 
Make him thy boſom friend, and he will be, 
On all occaſions, nigh to counſel thee. 


A ConTEMPLATION in n Arriserios, 
þ 
REAT is my pain, and preſſing the 
diſtreſs 5 
Which doth my mind with pond'rous weight 
oppreſs, | 
And fills my foul with grief 
And great the burden of that penſive load, 
Which in my heart has taken its abode, 
And ſuffers no relief. 


3 
But greater far the power that's often near, 
And underneath ſupporting thoſe that fear 
His great and worthy name; 
Upon him therefore may I ſtill rely, 
And to him now for ſtrength and help apply, 
From whence it ever came. 


III. 
Who never yet forfook the pure in heart, 
Who from his righteous law dare not depart, 


B 2 Nor 
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Nor fly to man for aid; 

For they. who always a& upright and juſt, 

And in the Lord alone do put their truſt, 

Need never be afraid. 


1 


IV. 6 

Though death and hell may often ſeem to join, 

And wicked men together may combine, 
The righteous to oppreſs; 

Thoſe various trials and afflictions here, 

Though for the preſent they may ſeem ſevere, 

Will tend to righteouſneſs. 


N. B. The firſt ſix lines were written in 
time of great diſtreſs of mind, and the reſt 
when 1 it Was removed. 
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An ALPHABETICAL ACROSTICK, 
"or Na e for thi N oF Seribord: 


WT) 


A LL moe tal men that live _ ſurely 
" "diet ; | 4 mY 

B ut how, or when, is hid from human” eye : 

C onſider then thy few uncertain days; 

D elay no longer to amend thy ways: 

Engage thy heart to ſerve the Lord in love; 

F or all his ways, the ways of comfort prove: 

G rant to thyſelf no time for vain delight: 

H ate all that's wrong, and love to do the 
right : | FF 

In all thou ever doſt, act in God's fear; 

K eep ſtill the thoughts of death and judgmen 
near : | 

L earn to avoid what gies believ'ſt is fin ; 

M ind what feproves or juſtifies within : 

N o act is good, which doth n ay 


peace: 
O r can be bad, that makes true joy zncreaſs : 


P revent the loſs of time, be timely wiſe; 

Q uench not the ſpirit, all its teachings prize : 

R ely alone upon that power, that can 

S ubdue the pride and haughty looks of man 
Sz ©. 
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T his heav'nly power is that which ſanctifies 
U nto the Lord the heart that's truly wiſe; 
Wait for it then, in it ſuch wiſdom is, 
A enophon's wiſdom, folly was to this; 
Y ea this, if *tis obey*d, will give the youth 
2 eal for the Lord, and lead into all truth. 


| A CoNTEMPLATIVE RETROSPECTION. 


EM | 1. 
3 HEN I my early days ſurvey, 
And view the time that's paſt away, 
The ſeaſon of my youth; [8 | 
| Review the mercies of the Lord, 
i | When he did firſt to me afford 
i I The knowledge of his truth; 


£ | | II. 

Such cauſe I find for thankfulneſs, 
As I by words can ne'er expreſs; 
Such cauſe to praiſe his name, 
Who gave to me from day to day 
The farther knowledge of his way, 

And led me in the ſame. 


Who 


. 
. 
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III. 
Who knowing then my childiſh ſtate, 
Did in compaſſion on me wait, 
His pleaſure to reveal; 
And by his light that ſhone within, 
Both what was good, and what was ſin, 
Did not from me conceal : 


IV. 
But in his mercy helped me 
The ſnares of ſin and death to ſee, 
Alſo to ſhun the ſame ; 
And by his grace afforded ſtrength 
To overcome the ſame at length, 
Through him from whence it came, 


„ 
'Tis by this pow'r of God alone 
Man's ſaving help is only known, 
Io ſhun the ways of fin; 
His reaſon can't this work effect, 
Nor all his wiſdom him direct, 
Or give him ſtrength within. 


ͤ——— . Ä — — 
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RT "As 0 man! poſeſ with ground: 
leſs fear ? 


Do things « on earth to thee confus'd appear ? 


Do grief and ſorrow now thy ſoul around, 
And new diſtreſſes every day abound ? 

Art thou thereby extremely toſs'd and vex'd, 
And till with croſs occurrences perplex'd ? 


Suſtain afreſh ſome unexpected loſs, 


And all thy efforts meet a ſudden croſs ? 


Doſt thou complain to give thy ſorrows vent, 


And all thy thoughts conclude in diſcontent ? 
Conſider then what is the cauſe of this, 
Why every thing is wrong, why all amiſs ; 
Examine firſt the ſecrets of thy heart, 

And weigh thy conduct well in every part; 
Perhaps from thence ſome cauſe of diſcontent 
Doth oft ariſe, which yet thou may'ſt prevent, 
*Tis baſe to lopk without, and lay the blame 


On things around thee, and ſuppoſe it came 


From chance, or fortune, or the wickedneſs 
Of this deceitfv! world, which more or leſs 
Diſturbs 
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Diſturbs thy mind, and often breaks thy reſt, 
And ſo from thence thou think'ſt andy art 
oppreſt. | 
Perhaps ſome pleaſing ſin, ſome darling vice, 
To their embraces do thy mind entice ; | 
But when they're paſt, thou ſoon may'ſt re- 
collect 
Thy recent faults, and on thyſelf reflect, 
But not repent; and let thy peeviſhneſs 
Perverſely fill thy ſoul with new diſtreſs : 
Which to ſuppreſs, do not thyfelf exert, 
Nor, by repeating, ſtudy to avert 
Nor by extremes of trade, or hopes of gainz 
Vainly attempt contentment to attain ; | 
Nor can'ſt thou by exceſſive drinking be | 
Made from thy reſtleſs cogitations fres 3 | 
But when theſe fail, if thou purſu'ſt thy flight, | 
And ſeek'ſt contentment in ſome vain delight, 5 
Some ſoothing pleaſures 1 in the ways of ſin, 


Ent'ring the gate that's wide, and walking in f 
The way that's broad, which to deſtruction 


leads, | 
And for ſuch liberty too often pleads; _ 
Pleas'd with the ſportive path, the jovial | 
croud, 
The vain=the baſe-the covetous-the proud- ; 


The 
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The mimic Chriſtian, who can ſing, or pray, 
Or drink, or fwear—and who from day to day 
Talks of religion, though he knows it not, 
Pretends to duty, though he has forgot 
All who obſerye it muſt theſe ways forſake 
Repent, amend, and daily ftrive to take | 
A daily croſs, to crucify the will 
(That men by nature ſtudy to fulfill). 
Can'ſt thou, O man ! by this expect to find 
A laſting comfort to thy toſſed mind? _ 
Were heaps, of riches thine, would all theſe 
| pleaſe ? 
Would pride, or pleaſure, give thee laſting 
| eaſe ? | 
Will all theſe things thy « cravings fatisfy Þ ? 
Canſt thou attain to true content thereby ? 
No ſurely. no ! theſe cannot eaſe thy grief, 
Nor give thy "anxious ſoul the leaſt relief. 
The ſordid miſer can 't be ſatisfied, 
Nor faſhion-ſeekers e ever pleas'd with pride; 
T! he pleaſure-hunter nee er could find the 
"I 32 
Nor fading pleaſures ever give content. 
Whilſt men are ſeeking where it can't be 
* found, er FOTLTIFIOc: 4 
And vicious pres | in their hearts abound. 
Ni a Repeating 
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Repeating ſin will neꝰer afford = A = 
Nor vicious ways extenuate thy grief: 33 ! 
Vain recreations will increaſe the weight 775 
Of thy diſtreſſes, which remain ſo great bs | 
All things without thee never can appeaſe... 
Thy fears and doubts, or give Fabſtantial 

| eaſe... 1 2204 i 
T urn thee from theſe | in time, "and ſcek te 

| Lord, 

Who by his grace will foving 4 help afford ; 
He only can thy ruffled thoughts prevent, 
And give thy ſoul the balſam of content ; 


Which never can be found in 2 00 things, 


#SHLL 
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Strive then, in time, to enter at the gate 
Which to the carnal mind alone is ſtraight ; "Yo 
And tread. the path that s narrow to the mind 
That i is to fin and wickedneſs inclin'd ; 

But is indeed a moſt delightful way 

To all that do the will of God obey ; 

A way of peace, and moſt refin'd delight 7 
The path of wiſdom, as a ſhining light, 


| 
Which, if regarded, would thy ſteps invite | 
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To travel forward in this holy way, 
That leads thee forward 7o the perfect day. 
The 


1 1 
The man whoſe mind is truly ſanctify'd, 
And wean'd from riches, e pomp, and 
pride, 7 
Who knows the Lord, and loves him in his 
heart, | | 1 | 
He has contentment in the inward part; 
Which all mankind, who live in wickedneſs, 
Cannot conceive, or any-wiſe poſſeſs. | 
O that the ſource thereof was underſtood !- | 
And men both ben and el their cinefeſt 
good; 
Then fears and doubts would rity difip- 
_ 7. 
And humble mortals meet with comfort 
% Zu 9 
For he that fears the Lord, and 0p f his 
mind, N 
In all conditions to his will reſign'd, 
Will find a croſs is always for the vpn 
And true ſubmiſſion is the way to reſt ? 
What he enjoyeth, whether more or leſs, 
He thinks it is a favour to poſſeſs : 
F or he that has but food and raiment here, F 
Who ſerves the Lord, mo r in his 
fear: | 


Or 
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Or he that is with needful comforts bleſt, 
And uſes well the bleſſings here poſſeſt; 
Or he that doth the greateſt riches ſhare, 
And yet diſtributes with his utmoſt care, 
The freſh increaſe with which he doth abound, 
And to the Giver ſtill is thankful found ; 
Theſe bleſs the Giver both of life and health, 
To him ſubmit, who can diſpoſe of wealth, 
Where wealth is good; where apt to capti- 

vate, 8 i 
Has kept them ſafer in a lower ſtate. 
What he diſpoſes ever 1s for good, 
And ſo to ſuch it's always underſtood : 
This acquieſcence tends to happineſs, 
And brings ſuch comfort as they can't expreſs. 
No murmurs then, no doubts, no needleſs 

fear, | wp TY 
What Providence allots, ſuch freely bear. | 
This diſpoſition always will prevent 4 
The riſe and growth of hankleſs diſcontent. 


Thus much I can with thankfulneſs ex- 
prels, 
Has been my chiefeſt ſtudy to poſſeſs; 
What heaven beſtow'd on me, or to me lent, 


Has hitherto afforded me content; 
G *Tis 
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*Tis all his bounty. What I farther crave 
Is but to manage wiſely what he gave; 
That theſe enjoyments may be rightly us'd, 
And not by me, or mine, at all abus'd ; 
That ye may not, like to the thoughtleſs 
.... croud, $ | 
Be avaricious, ſordid, grand, or proud : 
Nor dare I once to think, if I had more 
Id be content ; but never can before. 
What is enough; Why, as the fool expreſſes, 
A little more than what a man poſſeſſes. 
Is this the caſe ? Of ſome perhaps it may; 
Not of the truly wiſe, I dare to ſay. 
The fool at diſtance fixes happineſs, 
And well he may; tis what he can't poſſeſs : 
For *tis the portion of the righteous here, 
Who dwell in humble gratitude and fear ; 
Theſe find the pearl of price, the precious 


gem, 
Superior to an earthly diadem. 


On HAPPIN ESS. 


* there's on earth a ſtate of happineſs 
To be attain'd unto, which few poſſeſs, 

The different aims and views of men declare; 

They think it's to be found, but know not 
where : 

T he poor ſuppoſe it's only found in wealth 

The weak and ſickly ſay, it lies in health; 

The rich conceive it dwells among the poor, 

(Who don't the want of needful things 
deplore;) 

The barren pair imagine *tis 4 

By all who are with num'rous offspring bleſt: 


But they that have them, think the anxious 
care 


Increaſing children bring, too great to bear: 


The hurried tradeſman thinks he Dod ad- 
mire | 


A ſtate of eaſe, could he but once retire 
From commerce free; with needfuls be con- 
tent; 
But when he tries it, cannot but lament 
C 2 His 
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His ſituation thus without employ, 
A life of dulneſs, which he can't enjoy. 


The gay and airy think it's found in ſport, 


When they with eagerneſs in crowds reſort 
To hunting, racing, cocking, baiting, where 
They look for happineſs, but 'tis not there. 
Some pleaſure-gardens haunt, and hope to find 
Some new amuſement pleaſing to the mind: 
Here they expoſe their folly and attire, | 
That the deluded croud may them admire ; 
While others laviſh time and wealth away, 
In muſick, mirth, or dancing, ſpend the day, 
The night in drinking, maſquerades, or 

4H A GG 
Some vilely ſpend in wantonneſs the night, 
And ſome in waſteful gaming take delight: 


Some think it's found in riot and exceſs, 


And others ſeek it in their drunkenneſs: 
Some to the play-houſe frequently repair, 


And hope to find it, but it is not there: 


In theſe purſuits no happineſs can be, 
Nor they obtain the ſtate they long to ſee. 


The miſer next, the poor: rich needy man, 


Gets with his might, and ſaves it all he can; 
He thinks himſelf ſuperlatively wiſe, 


And others follies can with ſcorn deſpiſe: 
Laments 
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Latneais their evils, but, behold ! mean while 
Upon his bags and bonds delights to ſmile; 
He, with abhorrence, ſhuns extravagance, 
And hates the mode that's newly brought 
from France ; 
Admires his wealth, eſteems it happineſs 
That he can here his darling gold poſſeſs; 
So deep the love of this has pierc'd his heart, 
He craves yet more, and loth from this to 
part : 
For food and raiment ſome he muſt expend, 
But ſtill reſolves to fave it in the end; 
Mean things will wear, becauſe he can't afford 
To uſe his pelf, or take it from his hoard; 
No act of friendſhip — no beneficence 
Can he at all to the diſtreſs'd diſpenſe ; 
Nor well afford himſelf ſuch things to eat, 
As nature wants, or prudence thinks are meet: 
But time, O cruel time | will flide away, 
The captive mortal muſt not with it ſtay 
Longer, to own the things he cannot oſe⸗ 
Nor let another mare. 


If I this madneſs farther may expoſe, 


My thoughts upon it I ſhall thus diſcloſe : 


When little children gather pebble-ſtones 
To lay on heaps, and each his treaſure owns, 
C To 
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To eniſe their heaps one quickly loads his hat, 

Another holds her lap, and fills up that; 

But when they're tir'd they caſt *em all away, 

At this we ſmile, and call it children's play : 

But when we ſee wile men, like children, 
ſtrive - 

To gather wealth, and ev'ry way contrive 

To graſp together what they cannot _ 

How can we ſuch in any-wiſe excuſe ? 

Much worſe than children, far more fooliſh 
they, : 

Theſe act in earneſt—their's is only play. 


Thus men, alas ! of happineſs are cheated, 
And all their ſearches after it defeated ; 
Who fly the hand that would their Giles 
chaſtiſe, | 
And ſtop the ears to him that would adviſe ; 
Who cloſe their eyes to him that gave them 
ſight, 
And chooſe thick . rather than che 
light; 
Leſt in the light it fully ſhould appear 
They muſt begin to live in godly fear, 
And learn to take and bear a daily croſs, 


And for cach fin endure a juſt remorſe ; 
T hat 
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That on the neck of luſt becomes a yoke, 
And ſlays its vitals with a friendly ſtroke. 
No happineſs can be on earth obtain'd, 
Until the bleſſing of the Lord be gair'd, 
Till men begin to learn his holy fear, 
And by his bleſſed counſel daily ſteer ; 
Theſe men alone attain that happineſs, 
Which all the wicked never can poſſeſs : 
For they that ſquare their lives by his di- 
rection, 
Will never fail of counſel and protection; 
Then truly happy thoſe who rightly know 
This ſource and ſpring of happineſs below, 
Which is deſcended only from above, 
And is the earneſt of the Father's love; 
A Fore-taſte here of everlaſting bliſs, 
Which all the truly faithful never miſs : 
No vain delights, no pleaſures, ſuch deſire ; 
Nor riches here: their thoughts are raiſed 
higher 
Than earthly things, and fixt on God above, 
Who is become the object of their love, 
Their chief delight, their hope, their greateſt 
good, 
Though not by carnal man ſo underſtood, 
Tis the redeem'd alone who do poſſeſs 
(Whilſt here below) this ſtate of happineſs, 


A FaTrtr's 
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A Far HER'Ss ADviICE to his Son, 


in Relation to MaRRIAGE, oe; 


N all thy * acknowledge him 
L Who made and formed thee ; 
And as he has the ſovereign pow'r, 
Thou ſhouldſt a ſubject be. 


Let not thy will oppoſe his will, 

But to it (till ſubmit ; | 

Let him thy future ſteps direct, 
As he ſhall ſee is fit. 


For he alone has pow' r to bleſs 
With health, or length of days ; 

Or bring to nothing thy deſigns, 
And. blaſt thee in thy ways. 


In all affairs of conſequence, 

His counſel aſk, in fear, 

To ſhew thy courſe, direct the wind, 
And as thy pilot ſteer: 


L || 
And then thou wilt be ſure to miſs 
Thoſe rocks or ſhoals of ſand, 
On which ſome lofty veſſels daſh, 
Or in a tempeſt ſtrand. 


Be conſcious of thy want of ſtrength, | 
Foreſight or penetration, ein 3 
To judge of the event of things, 
Or gueſs at their duration. 


As marriage is God's ordinance, 7 
Let him point out the way, 

And by the teaching of his grace, 
His mind therein convey. 


To bring the object to thy mind 
With nearneſs of affection, 

Which will a laſting union form, 
And gain Divine protection. 


This union is more ſtrong by far 
Than all the pow'rs of death, 

And will preſerve the pious pair 
In comfort here on earth; 


‚ 
| 
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Yea, bleſſings from the heavens above 
Will on ſuch ſouls deſcend, 
And bleſſings of the earth beneath, 
As they on him depend: 


So will the bleding of the Lord, 
That maketh rich indeed 
Such ardent ſeekers ſatisfy, 
And far their hopes exceed. 


This way I took Theſe ſteps we trod, 
This by experience know, 


That great advantages indeed 


From this dependance flow. | 


I therefore recommend to thee 
This ſafe unerring way, | 
Which if thou art concern'd to ſeek, 
Thou wilt not go aſtray, 


1 ] 


To a LVouNG WOMAN. 


HALL youth, endow'd with more than 
common ſenſe, | 

Adorn'd with beauty, wit, and eloquence 
Be with ſuch bright, ſuperior talents bleſt, 
As by the vulgar ſeldom are poſſeſt; 
And favour'd alſo with a perte& ſight 
Of real duty, from an inward light ; 
Receive ſuch bounty from the Donor's hand, 
And yet not duly think, nor underſtand, 
Why theſe are lent, and how the obligation 
Affects us all in every diff rent ſtation ? 
And ſhall we not to him devote our days, 
To ſerve him truly to exalt his praiſe : 
And flee from all appearances of evil, 
With all the ly deluſons of the devil; 
The youthful luſts that war againſt the ſoul, 
That evermore its happineſs controul ? 
Tis things cœleſtial ſolid comforts give, 
And yield that vital ſtrength by which we live. 
Can leſs than this the hungry ſoul ſuffice, 
Or ſatiate the mind that's truly wiſe ? 


Or 
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Or can it any perfect good poſſeſs 
In modes of worſhip, or in modes of dreſs ? 
Far be it from th' enlighten'd human mind, 
In things below, a laſting peace to find. 
Our ſearches then ſhould ever be employ'd 
In ſeeking him, who when alone enjoy'd, _ 
Admits no further ſearch ; he chief:ft good, 
When thus poſſeſt, is en underſtood. 
All things terrene, eſteem'd as dung and aroſs, 
And all that keeps us back from him, a loſs ; ; 
A loſs indeed ! ! What greater loſs than this, 
To loſe the time of gaining endleſs bliſs, 
Of peace depriv'd, from whence true hope 
commences, 
Meerly to pleaſe and gratify our ſenſes. 
Conſider this, and let this meditation 
Become the ſubject of thy contemplation. 
May he that is the only ſource of joy 
Become thy choice, thy future thoughts 
employ; 
Of fading things below the glory ſtain, 
Which often to the mind occaſion pain. 
May he in awful fear thy ſteps direct, 
And from the ſnares of death thy foul protect; 
And grant thee here on earth a ſettlement, 
In ſuch a marriage as affords content; 


To 


1 

To one united, who devotes his life Yer 
To ſerve his God, and to oblige his wife: 
> And thou unite with him in that concern, 

And both as one your duties jointly learn; 
So will you be together ſurely bleſt, 
And be entitled to eternal reſt. 
May peace and comfort crown thy future 

days; 

And fill thy ſoul with everlaſting praiſe, 


On INGRATITUDE. 


Hall mortal man receive his vital breath, 
And be the ſteward of the ſpacious earth 
And for his uſe apply its ſole increaſe, 24 
Feed on the grain, and cloath him with the 
fleece; 
Gather the cluſters of the fruitful vine, 
Compreſs its juice, andi fill himſelf with wine; 
Eat the delicious fruit of every kind. 
Which he around the rolling globe can find ; 
At pleaſure work, or kill, the ſtately ox, ., _ 
And eat the lamb that has eſcapꝰ'd the fox; 
From the induſtrious bees their honey * 


And ſpoil thoſe combs he hath not ſkill to 
make; Ip 


D Whole 


Are 
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Whole families deſtroy, to take away 

All they could fave, by loſing not a day ; 

In which they could from danger life ſuſtain, 

F rom froſt, or ſnow, from wind, from hail, or 

rain? 

With hunting hares and flags ſhall men ks 
OL 

And after them with . reſort; ; 

And for diverſion thus the creatures uſe ? 

Yea, ſome in every ſpecies they abuſe : 

The bleating flocks ſhall either ſell, or ſlay, 

Take from the lowing herds their young away, 

Receive their milk, convert it to their uſe ; 

Can 1 man, thus favour'd, be without excuſe,” 

If he conſiders not the hand that gives, 

And worſhips not the God by whom he lives ? 

Shall he be thus the lord of earth and ſea, 

And to the Giver yet unthankful be ? 

Rule oer the brute inhabitants below, 

And to the fowls and fiſh no favour ſhow ? 

Not fully pleas'd with his productive fields, 

Or what the earth upon its ſurface yields; : 

Shall pierce the bowels of his mother earth, 

(From whence he had his origin and birth) 

To ſeek for hidden treaſure, where he finds 


His water, fuel, and metallick min es, 
Bring 


! 
Bring forth her gold, and riches as his own ; 
Shall no return at all for this be ſhown ? 
What views of duty now to man appear ? 
What ſenſe of guilt for fin ? What mouraful 
tear ? 
What reſolutions, quickly to amend ? 
And what proviſion for his latter end ? 
What obligations own, what thankfulneſs, 
Doth he by actions every day expreſs ? 
And as a grateful being ſtrive to ſhew, 
Is to the Giver of his bleſſings due. 
How much, alas ! is duty laid aſide, 
And thoughtleſs mortals ſwallowed up in 
pride 

Some after riches graſp, with eagerneſs, 
Whilſt others even wallow in exceſs , 
As if the life of man ſhould be employ'd 
In reaping up what's only here enjoy'd; 
As if our actions here did not relate, 
Nor any ways affe& a future ſtate ; 
As if ungrateful man not once believes 
The bleſſings and the favours he receives 
Came from above—that watchful Providence 
Doth evermore his gifts to them diſpenſe 
That all we have is lent us from above, 
As daily proofs of that regard and love, 

D 2 In 
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From all undue deſires of every kind, 


The ſons of God enjoy—with ſolace bleſt, 
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. which th 1050 doth conſtantly bende < 
His hun to his creatures here below. 


Shall ſtupid man, thus bleſt, refuſe to own 
"That light of grace, by which is clearly ſhown 


The mind of God engraven on the heart, 


And manifeſted in the inward part; 
And ſhall not he this inward law obey, 
That leads him out of every hurtful way, 


That brings his will to know a true ſubjection, 7 


And drays his mind from ey'ry vile affection; 
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T hat lead from God, or captivate the mind; 
In order thus to ſet him wholly free, 
And make him ſharer of that liberty 


But after death partake of endleſs reſt ? 
How ſordid, then, is he, who dares to light 
Such love as this, and him with ſcorn requite, 
Reject his counſel, his reproofs refuſe, | 
And with his outward gifts himſelf abuſe ! 
Shall not the righteous Judge of all the earth 
Do righteauſly to all, whoſe life and breath 
Is in his hand — and fully recompenſe, 

Te 0 every one, the wages due from thence; 


ab Wh 
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And all the nations that fargir the Lord, 
Be turned into bell, as their reward? 
Not all the nations, then, that knew 1 not, 
But they that knew him, and his law forgot, 


And yet forget; though oftentimes they feel 


An inward check, which doth his mind reveal; 

But this ſome light, as if they would not 

Nor to it lend a ſtill attentive ear: : 

Such muſt, at laſt, this wy ſenterice 
bear, | 

Depart from me, 1 know ye not to 6 

Sheep of my fold, nor ſervants unto me, 

May thoſe in time, of all their ſins repent, 

This awful ſentence wiſely to prevent. 


On KNOWIE DGE. 


An ErisTLE to a Young Man lately 
returned from School. 


ITH ſalutation of e love 4 

(Whoſe ſource and ſpring is only from 
above) | 

I thee falute—and wiſh that health and peace 

N 104 thy poſſeſſion be and 92 increaſe; 

3k And 
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And more than this, I have for thee defied, 
That all thy knowledge, hitherto acquird, 
May not ſuffice—nar fatisfy thy mind. 
The knawledge of thy Cd to know his will, 
And how thou may ſt aright the ſame fulfill ; ; 


Po know thyſelf-=tby frailties fully ſee, 
And know his humbling hand lay hold of wh 


To bring thee I the deeps, to that 
Site 

Which only can . a willingngſs 

To follow him in ev'ry tribulation; 
Whigh will at Jaſt effect thy foul's ſalvation. 
For native innocence, with ignorance, 
Cannot alone enable to advance | 
In ſaving knowledge—we muſt firſt be try'd, ? 


And from the droſs of nature purify'd 

*Till ſelf becomes entirely crucify'd 

Our knowledge ſlain, our nat' ral will ſubdu'd, 
And ev'ry pleaſure that our minds purſu'd 
(Whilſt in a ſtate of nature we remain'd) 


Become ſubjected, *till we have attain'd; 
-The inward, perfect knowledge of the Lord, 


And know the language of his awfyl word, 
That's ſharp, and Kuren than 4 e 
t 
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a » Heb. ir. 12 | 8 Tis 


111 1 
Tis this alone that makes us truly wiſe, 
And 'tis in this the beſt experience lies. 
This knowledge never yet puff d up the mind, 
But humbles moſt the ſoul that's moſt refin d. 
Thus parts and learning being ſanctify'd, 
Are uſeful made, but never laid aſide, 
Be this thy aim, thy labour, to attain,. 
*T will be thy riches here, thy future gain; 
*T will lead to peace, and endleſs happineſs, 
And more than compenſate for all diſtreſs, 
Which may in proving ſeaſons be thy lot, 
And yield thee joy when theſe ſhall be forgot; 
For tears in future will be wip'd away, 
And clouds expelled from the perfect day; 
The Saints in light will evermore rejoice 
With-ample joy; no found of ſorrow's voice 
Will there be heard, nor be remember'd more, 
Where holy ſouls, with praiſe, their God adore. 


Theſe weighty things, however great and 
true, | 

Are own'd by many, but are known by few: 

And may theſe hints (dear child) be ſo impreſt, 

And fink fo deeply in thy tender breaſt, 

As to engage with ardency thy mind, 

To ſeek in earneſt, till thou truly find 
1 
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This pearl of price, this glorious diadem, 
Tranſcending far an oriental gem: * 
And may thy portion be the precious ab 1 
The guide of middle age, the ſtay of youth, 
And the ſupporter of the hoary head, 
Affording help, when other helps are fled: 
*T will be h ſtay, thy ſtaſt, thy ſun, thy ſbield; 
A: ftrong munition, that will ſurely yield - 
Shelter from ftorms, a covert from the heat, 
A hiding place, when tempeſts round the beat; 
May'ſt thou for ſafety always to it fly, 
And in its ſafe pavilion live and die. 


An EPISTLE to a FRIEND's Sox. 


Hough he be ſtrong that has thy mind 

pes...” poſſeſt, | 

And ruPd with rigour in thy youthful breaſt, 

And with his goods incumber'd ſo thy mind, 

That thou no room, nor reſt, at all couldft 
find 5 


But on bis bed of eaſe, whilſt there thou nept, 


And when awake, he thee in darkneſs kept; 
To ſooth thy pain, he various arts employ'd, 


To keep the Pn, with what thou then 


r 
With 


1 
With ſhews of worſhip, falſly calFd devotion, 
And deem'd that wiſdom which was only 
notion: 
Eſteem'd that pier which was e 


vain, 
And call'd that loſs which is the greateſt 
gain: 
Deceiving often thus thy ſimple ſoul, 
He doth thy peace and inward reſt controul, 
Leſt, being ſtill, it ſnould at all attend, 
And hear the gentle whiſpers of its friend: 
Which if it would but once attend to hear, 
His filent voice would reach its liſt'ning ear; 
Softly, but piercing, would his invitation 
Invite thy ſoul to wait for his ſalvation ; 
Gentle the knocks he'd give upon its door, 
Frequent his offers, freedom to reſtore ; 
For greater's he to whom all power is giv'n 
To rule in earth beneath, as well as heav'n; 
He only can the ſtrong man armed foil, 
And caſt him out, and ſoon his goods c. can 
ſpoil ; 
From ſatan's chains of dark neſs ſet thee free, 
And gain thy captive ſoul its liberty 
To ſerve thy God, and daily to fulfill 
Thy great Redeemer's pure and holy will; 
And 


* 
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And lead thee forward, humbly to rejoice, 
To hear, diftinguiſh, and obey his voice. 


But yet, alas! how liable are we 
To be deceived by this enemy | 
How frequently doth he our ſouls betray, 
Our great Creator's laws to diſobey ! 
Flow many ways hath he to twiſt his tail, 
If what he firſt attempts ſhould chance to fail! 
What new inventions doth he always find 
To tempt, deceive, and ſo delude mankind; 
And ſteal our minds inſenfibly away, 
And from our watch our feeble hearts betray: 
And ſo deprive us of that daily bread 
By which our needy ſouls ſhould ſtill be fed; 
That weakneſs might our want of food attend, 
And death become our portion in the end 
But yet rejoice, my friend, there is a pow'r 


That can reſiſt him in the tempting hour, 
And keep thee ſafe as in a refuge tower: 

Fly to him, then; lean on his mighty arm, 
And he will guard thy foul from future harm; 
As thou do*ſt'on him conſtantly depend. 
He'll keep it ſtill in ſafety to the end. 
Take this advice as from a cordial friend. 


On 
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On the CREATION. 


HEN I, O Lord! thy works ſurvey, 
And wiſdom contemplate, 
I am in admiration loft, | 
They're ſo ſublimely great 


Thy wiſdom and thy pow'r are ſuch, 
And works ſo far extend, 

No human thought can penetrate, 
Nor ſcience comprehend, 


When, in the moſt expanded thought, 
Thoſe mighty works J trace, | 
My feeble underſtanding fails 
In comprehending ſpace : 


Profound and infinite, indeed!“ 

Which language can't exprels, 
Nor can imagin'd ſwiftneſs help 
Its vaſt extent to gueſs. 


No 
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No falling milſtone from above“, 
For near a cent'ry, can | 
Convey to us a clear idea 
Of height or depth to man, 


Who can define the magnitude, 
Or matter, of the ſun ? | 
Or moon, or ſtars ? But which, at laſt, 

Muſt end as they began. 


b 


x 


Their different motions, forms, or uſe, 
Can feeble mortals ſay ? 

Or penetrate ſuch points abſtruſe 

\ While here inclos'd in clay? 


C Stupendous, oreat'! and truly wiſe | 
Art thou, by whoſe command IL 1 
We live or die, as with a touch, 
Or motion of thy hand: | 


All nations, when compar'd to thee; 
Are like the buckets drop“, | 


 Þ Biſhop Taylor, in his Contemplations on the State 
of Man, page 137, ſays, If a milſtone were thrown 
«« from the higheſt firmament, and ſhould every hour 
« fall two hundred miles, it would be ninety years be- 
«« fore it arrived on the earth.“ 


© Iſa. xl. 15. Or 


e 
Or like the weightleſs duſt that lies 
5 the balance * 


Thou mad'ſt the earth a 0 cher 
And round it form'dſt the ſea, 

This globe ſuſpendedſt in the aie, 1 
Where *tis upheld by the: 


Thy hand alone the ſea reſtrains, 
And rules the boiſt'rous wind 
Thou mak'ſt the earth to fructify, 

And creatures in their kind: 


Thou giv'ſt each month its property 
Io bring about the year; 
In which thy Providence is ſeen, 
And bleſſings do appear: 


There's no defect in all thy works, 3 | 
Which thou beheld'ſt were good“; 7 | 
And ſo to man they muſt; be deem d 
If rightly underſtood: 


« Gen. i. 25. 
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If thus thy outward works appear 
To us ſo truly great, 
Unfathom'd, and immenſe indeed 
In all their parts complete: 


Could we behold thee as thou art, 
And fully underſtan 
Thy moſt ſurpaſſing love to us, 
The product of thy hand; ' 


Who to each ſoul a body gave, 
Firſt taken from the earth; 

In thy own image being made, 
And warm'd with vital breath: 


Could we conceive this mighty work, 
And underſtand the whole, 
How the inhabitant became 
A pure immortal foul ; 


And comprehend thy boundleſs love 
To man's immortal part 
And fully know how *tis convey'd 
In ſecret to the heart; 


[ 9 I 
Could we perceive this inward work, 
And view the new creation, 
Wrought in the ſouls of ſinful men, 
Producing renovation ; _ 


This inward work as juſtly claims 
Our wonder and ſurprize, 

And renders thee as truly great, 
As holy, juſt, and wiſe. 


Our utmoſt knowledge yet attain'd, 
Or found by all our art, 

Concerning God, his works, or ways, 
Is not a thouſandth part. 


Each planet, doubtleſs, is a globe 
Compos'd of earth and ſea, 

And ſo fill'd with inhabitants 
As may be more than we. 


0 


Some noted ſtars have names affix d 
To be diſtinguiſh'd by, 
And men by various arts pretend 

Their diſtance to deſcry: 


Ez But 
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But could they ſoar on high, and view 


Thoſe bodies as they are, 
Their diſtance meaſure with a line, 
And what they find declare; 


This new account would differ wide 
From what we now conceive, 

And far tranſcend what mortal man 
At preſent can believe, 


Perhaps the ſun may from our ſeas 
Reflect upon them light; 

And theirs return the ſame to us, 
And twinkle in the night. 


The ways of God elude our ſearch, 


Are paſt our finding out. 
And works of wonder they appear, 
Beyond the ſceptic's doubt. 


Let mortals, then, abaſed be, 
And humbled in the duſt; | 
His works admire, his pow'r adore, 
Who is for ever juſt, 


1 
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For he will ſurely recompenſe 
According to our ways, 
To whom is all obedience due, 
With Man Hr rn 
an | 
Ceaſe, then, aſtoniſh'd mule, nd leave ; 
All farther ſpeculations, - | BAH 
And worſhip him, the great IA. ON 
The fear and dread of nations*.- ''- 


In awful filence proſtrate lie, | 
And leave thy uſeleſs pen, 
Till he another theme inſpire, 
And raiſe thee up again. 


* Exod. iii. 14. 1 Ha, viii. 13. 
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A CoNTEMPLATION on Darn. | 
5 Þ £4 1 onificiiors 31 To 
in had can the human foul, en in 
clay, | | M1 
And u unaſſurd of that a angle PR RY 11 
Forget that this his cottage made of earth, 
Muſt fall a. victim to the poWr of death; 
And not without the deepeſt thought reflect, 
How much that ſolemn parting muſt affect 
Its future being in an endleſs ſtate? ] 
Who can this awful change but contemplate ? | 
Can we preſume, while here we dwell below, 
The late departed ſoul's eſtate to know ? 
Or truly ſee the bleſſed ſoul's fruition? 
Or find the wicked ſoul's deplor'd condition? 
Can man by all his wiſdom penetrate _ 
Into the nature of a future ſtate ? 
Or can the blind, who dwell in endleſs night, 
Conceive the glory of refulgent light ? 
No : theſe are things not to be underſtood 
By ſuch as never knew the ſource of good: 
By nature only, man could never ſee 


His wretched * nor trace his miſery. 
= Qs 4 jp 1 It 
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If here on earth he meets with pain or grief; 
He hopes, at laſt, kind death will yield relief; 
Scarcely conſidering bad may yet be worſe, 
And he receive an everlaſting curſe. 
No carnal man can by his ſearchings find 
The depth of ſolace to the peaceful mind; 
And ſeldom thinks, that God created man, 
Upon a wiſe, and moſt judicious plan; 
Which is recorded in the ſacred ſtorys, 
To be on purpoſe for his Maker's glory. 
Few well conſider, why the human mind 
? Should in a fleſhly body be confin'd 
3 A few uncertain days; why, by creation, 
Fix'd in a ſtate of trial and probation; 
That he thereby be to obedience brought, 
And ſo redeem'd from ſin in word and thought, 
But thoſe that meet with-tribulations here, | 
And ever take their feeble ſteps in fear, 
Afraid of moving wrong, ſcarce move at all, 
And when they know they ſtand, they fear to 

fall 3 | 
Theſe are the few, to whom this world appears 
A ſea of trouble, and a vale of tears : 
When pain of body, or diſtreſs of mind, 
Becomes their portion, this they hope to find, 


5 Ia, xliii. 7. 
That 
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That death to them will be a welcome friend, 
And his approach will INE their ſorrows 
HemEts :* | | | 
Nor can to them a ſudden terror WHEY 55 
(Nor will the grave afford a pointed ſting) 
Though unforeſeen and haſty death appears. 
The wicked only are poſſeſt with fears; 
The truly pure in heart the Lord n ſee, 
And over death triumph in victory; 
Whoſe power can only reach the houſe -s 4 
Diſlodge the ſoul, and chaſe it thence away; 
Which only fuffers' by that ſwift remove, 
A quick. wa to they Joys above. 


Thus wheat and tares we fee rojeches grow, 

And one from t'other do diſtinctly know; 

Yer both together muſt *till harveſt ſtand, 

And then be ſever'd by the reaper's hand, 

Till he in ſheaves the wheat together bind, 

And leave the tates (when ſever d thus) 
* 
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A Deſcrip- 
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A Deſcription of a TRUE MINISTER 
of CHRIST. 


HAT man or woman's qualify'd to 
teach, | 
And can the goſpel- tidings wal ha 
Who can the true refining pot endure, , 
Or, like fine gold, 1s quite refin'd and pure; 
Or, like the ſilver, purg'd from droſs and tin, 
From all pollutions fully waſh'd within; 
And, in the furnace being fully try'd, - 
Knows both his fleſh and fpirit mortify'd, 
Till condemnation he no more can find, 
But knows converſion, both, in heart and 
mind ; | 
And from this inward purity; of heart, 
No evil thoughts poſſeſs the inward part; 
No fooliſh jeſting for diverſion us'd, | 
Nor can he be by vanity amus'd ; 
But evermore from levity refrains, 
And greater evils perfectly diſdains ; 
No guardleſs words attend his converſation, 
Nor juſt reflection ſtains his reputation ; 
Is modeſt, chaſte, and prudent. in his ways, 


By grave deportment conſtantly conveys 
Inſtructions 
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Inſtructions round about him to the youth, 
And cloſe unites with fuch as love the truth ; 
Is one in ſpirit with the pure in heart, 
And ſuch as dare not from the Lord depart ; 
Is always anxious for the preſervation 
Of all profeſſing truth in every ftation ; 
Is willing to ſupport its diſcipline, 
And with his brethren always in it join, 
To help the weak, and ſtrengthen the ſincere, 
| T he ſtubborn check, but not with words 
* Jevere 5-0 1 
Adviſes, always, in that ſpring of love, 
That would reclaim, and moſt effectual prove; 
Conſiſtent with that pattern left behind, 
By him who is the Saviour of mankind ; 
To whoſe example he muſt always keep, 
Who ne'er was ſeen to laugh, but often weep : 
And his diſciple always will be grave, 
And with the greateſt decency behave ; 
And by examples will inſtructions give, 
And ſhew'his hearers how they ought to live; 
But ſuch as don't, from preaching ſhould 
refrain, 

And filence keep, nor dare to preach again, 
For all their pains therein will prove in vain: 

een This 
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This ancient maxim's ſurely true, we know, 
No ftream. can higher than its fountain flow. . 
The gift that comes from God, to him will 
lead; | 
But that which comes from man, for man will 
plead, 
Lead to extol his parts but not 1 
The gift as God's, becauſe he don't inſpire e 
But when he does, it gains ſuch evidences L 
As can't be fathom'd by the outward ſenſes. | 
Theſe perſons, only, have a right to preach, 
Of whom it may be truly ſaid, THEY 
TEACH: 2 


An Ee1sTLE to a very young Woman. 


Y much efteemed, little friend, 

Some hints of good advice I ſend, 
In much good-will to thee ; 
And let them deeply be impreſt, 

And treaſur'd up within thy breaſt, | 

And till remember'd be. | 

| 

| 


Firſt then begin the Lord to fear, 


And in his counſel always ſteer, | 
| Let 


And he will thee protect. 


t #1 
Let him thy ways direct; 

As good from bad thou can'ſt iR "OR 

Avoid the bad, the other learn 


14 


Be always decent, neat, and plain | 
F rom modiſh dreſs, and pride refrain, 


Though found in every ſtation; 158 
Be modeſt, courteous, yet reſerv·d, 


But let not friendſhip quite be da, 
For want of gonverſation. 
To true religion be inclin'd, 

And let it fill thy heart and mind, 
*Tis worthy of thy choice : 
And thou wilt find returns of peace 
Will daily more and more increaſe, 

And cauſe thee to, rejoice : . 


Twill to thy parents thee endear, 
And gain ſuch love and fayour here, 
As can't be well expreſt; 

And laſting bleſſings from the Lord 
Will here on earth be thy reward, 
And lead to endleſs reſt. 
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The REFUGE of the Rio HTR Ous. 


To a P18 0. 


S here on earth we meet with tribula- 
tions, ' S112 800 

And paſs through r deep and fore n. 
tions; 

Sometimes amel with Aiſtreſting fears; 

And ſometimes over-whelm'd with floods of 
tears; 250 

Sometimes with our own | frailties much p- 


preſs'd, | | 
And ſometimes more with others faules 


diſtreſs'd ; 

And often griev'd for the abominations, 
Which ſo abound in theſe profeſſing nations, 
Threat*ning ſome heavy judgments from above, 
If no kind warning will effectual prove. 
Thus to conſider what mankind profeſs, _ 
And how they live — occaſions deep diftreſs 
To thoſe who love the Lord, and who lament 
To ſee ſo many ſin — ſo few repent 
And ſee profeſſors fill'd with high pretences 
Of fereing God, when, by the conſequences, 

| F -:*" 
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*Tis clear to ſee they from his ways depart, 


And loye him not, ſincerely, from the heart; 
But love their pleaſure. more, and ſtrive to 
pleaſe 4 1414 4 | 


Their. yain 5 and reſt themſelves at eaſe; 


No croſs they bear, no ſelf-denial chooſe, | 
And thus the way of life and peace refuſe: 
Where, in theſe cafes, muſt the righteous fly ? 
Shall man, for help, to feeble man-apply ? 
No, furely no]! Vain is the help of man, 
-His utmoſt efforts weak, do all he can: 
But he who doth upon the Lord rely, 
Will find his gracious ſuccour always nigh ; 
He can relieve the doubtings of the mind, 
And give that preſent help it wants to find. 
He cares for Irn who on him caſt their 
n,, | 
And * the "ARR! to avoid the ſnare ; 
To them that aſk, wah ſhield of faith be- 
ſows, 

To. quench the fiery 4 which Satan throws 
To wound the humble ſoul with cauſeleſs 
en fear, 

And make the ways of God We” appear ; 
Who, to the righteous, is a friend indeed: 
A preſent helper in the time of need, 


A true 


Cn 
A true phyſician to the wounded ſoul, 
Whoſe word alone can make it truly whole ; 
Strength to the weak is always with him 
brought, 
And counſel giv'n to him who counſel 
ſought; Tt 
To God alone the 8 ever as * 
And all their wants before him humbly 
ſpread; _ . | 
Who was, and is, and will be, nizh at hand 
To all his little ones, in every land. 0 
By him no trials are to any brought. 
And no inſtructive leſſon by them taught 3 
And what attends, his children by permiſſion, 
Proves advantageous to the ſouPs condition, 
Though grievous for the preſent they appear, 
And to the tried ſoul may ſcem ſevere.,..... . - 
But when the Tard doth theſe een 


bleſs, 9713 0 — 
They then produce the Pre of 3 


nels; 2dr „ 104 ge 21. daid 
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And ſuch probations very often tend 
To ſolid peace and comfort in Nate rey 


— * * wm wn 
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On the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of 
L IF E. 


HORT and uncertain is the life of man, 
Whoſe longeſt time is only call'd a fpan ; 
And that ſo ſhort and rapid in progreſſion, 
That we have but a moment in poſſeffion ; 
Yea, while we ſpeak, that alfo flies away, 
And others that ſucceed, which make the day. 
T ny night men the Apes and 2 the 
. e N | 
Bur each Uncertain fin = a fecrer quite 


From us conceal·d— - all for our penetration 
Could never find its length nor ſmall ain 


As tenants thus at will, our care ſhould be, 
Not unprepar'd the meſſenger to ſee, 
2 hat calls us hence. — No time have we 
eee 1 5! 18 
In which we. OI, not t with the utmoſt 
care, roi 4 
For our removal daily to prepare: 
No time for avaricious thoughts to be 
At all indulg'd ; nor in the leaſt degree 


To 


11 
To aim at graſping heaps of riches here, 
Whoſe uſefulneſs we cannot make appear: 
No time have we to ſpare fot vain delight? 
Nor time for ſports, as pleaſing in our n fight, 5 
To lead us to forget uncertain tinmm 
Which we ſhould an _ : when in o 
prime * NEW 
There's time ſulficievt German to pare, 
For honeſt labour and induſtrious care, 
For the ſupport of life, and gain * 
Of ev'ry needful thing. . 
A truly thoughtful man may often find 
Leiſure enough to exerciſe his mind, 
Amidſt his labour, in deep contemplation, 
And inwardly to pray for preſeryation : 
But true religion will extremes prevent, 
And render men in all eſtates content; 
Time calls for this Give firſt to God on 
heart, EPFL 
And feek his Eg dor in 0 md glare 1 * 
Devote thy ee ei pater 
thy all, A 
To yield: cit to the 85 ly call 3 
That man ſubmit entirely to fulfilln;! 
The known requirings of his Maker's will: 
| 2 THY «; 1 


= 
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That his Creator ſtill remember'd be*, 7 - 
Before the evil days draw nigh; when he þ 
e Shall-fay, In tbem I can no pleaſure ſee ; 
* 'Before his vitals feel the fatal ſtroke, 
* Or golden bowl, or filver cord be broke ; 
* Before the keepers of the houſe ſhall ſhake ;, 
% Before the pitcher at the fountain break; 
© Before: the windows cloſe — the grinders ceaſe, 
« The ſtrong men ow, _"_ of b 0 

decreaſe; Dis, 
c Before the fun PI Ain der kebe; 
« Or ftays are hid, and veiled from his ſight, 
« And man return io bis long home again, 
by _ MC in the eller is then in vain. 


Wiſe wen it be in man, OY to reflect, 
And all his paſt miſconduct recollect, 
And ſtrive to mend the failings that are paſt, 
And ſpend his day as if it was his laſt; 
No evil practice, no indulgent ways, 
Should fill the ſhort remainder of his days: 
And as the time is ſhort—the work is great 
He has to do, or fully to complete: 
If life ſhould fail, this loſs he can't retrieve, 
Nor ſhun the ſentence which he muſt receive. 


D Eccleſ. xii. Ig &c, | 


So 
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So ſwift is time, the infants t'other day, 

Are grown to men—the ancients ſwept away; 

The ſtrong man lately, alſo feeble grows, 

And ſoon muſt die—the aged wiſe man knows 

His outward ſenſes fail—that he declines ; 

The wretched miſer feels it, and repines 

To leave his gold—his god —and all he hath, 

And dreads to die, for fear of endleſs wrath. 

But let time thus with ſwiftneſs fly away, 

Let beauty, ſtrength, or ſenſes, thus decay; 

Let ev'ry claſs of men poſt to the grave, 

And haſten on, their exit there to have ; 

Let thoſe that love their pleaſures here on 
earth, 

Grieve and lament whene'er they think of 
death 3 | | 

The righteous cannot grieve—becaule they truſt 

In him alone, that's faithful, true, and juſt, 

To grant to them an endleſs ſtate of reſt, 

In which they will remain for ever bleſt, 

In happineſs with him, which cannot ceaſe, 

A ftate of true tranquility and peace. 


But though the ſtrength of man thus feels 
decay, 

And all his days are flying ſwift away, 
Suppoſe 
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e his time was fix'd for eighty years, 
That, to eternity compar*d—appears | 
So very ſhort, when paſt, tis like a day, 
Whoſe flecting moments quickly ſlide away. 
Should not-poor man in this uncertain ſtate, 
Great prudence uſe; before it be too late? 
Some ſerious thoughts admit into his mind, 
About what future ſtate he hopes to find; 
Whether the way he takes be right, or wrong, 
And what rewards muſt ſtill to each belong ? 
Would man but ſeek, he'd find a teacher near, 
That would inform him always how to ſteer, 
And lead him to conſider that his breath 
He muſt reſign at the approach of death; 
Which always him purſues with winged ſpeed, 
And gains upon him faſt; yea, faſt indeed ! 
Is even at his heels, with ſeythe in hand, 
To cut him down, whoſe force he can't ON 

Raad 

Prepar'd, or not, he mo a . be, 
And launch from time into eternity: 
O endleſs ſtate |: If bleſſed, bleſt indeed ! 
But if in torment, ſo it is decreed 
That in that ſtate it muſt for ever be, 
And ſo remain to all eternity: 


i e 
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No reſtoration left, nor hop'd relief, 
Can then at all alleviate its grief. 
Let precious time be rightly uſed, then, 
And truly valu'd, by the ſons of men ; 
And wiſely fill'd, with diligence and care, 
To ſerve the Lord, and for his reſt prepare. 


A ConNTEMPLATION on HEAVEN, 


S here on earth the bleſſings of the Lord, 


To humble minds, ſuch ſecret joy af- 
ford 3 4 


Or when he makes his countenance to ſhine - 
Upon the ſeeking ſoul, with love divine; 
One hour of this ſublime and perfect joy 
Doth (while poſſeſt) the raptur'd foul employ 
In grateful thanks, reſulting from its worth : 
Vain is th' attempt, by words, to ſet it forth, 
For language fails—an inward ſecret ſong 
It only feels—to which no words belong. 
If thus the foretaſte be, the full poſſeſſion 
Can't be conceiv'd, nor couched in expreſſion; 
Where ſaints and angels ſhare the full fruition 
Of endleſs bliſs, that has no intermiſſion ; 
Where 
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Where glorious viſions. always meet the ſight, 
And every voice, that's heard, affords de- 
light ; 
Where folewn filence, for a certain pace, 
Was mark'd, by John“, to fill the holy place; 
And when the Holy One in ſilence ſits, 
And all the heav'nly hoſt to him ſubmits, 
No ſight more ſolemn ! awful, and profound, 
In heav*n above, or earth beneath, 1s found ; 
Where numbers endleſs, fll'd with joy and 
praiſe, | 
Are huſh'd at once—and * his ad obeys; $ 
And when he pleaſes, each exalts. his voice, 
Tranſcendent joy indeed! Where all rejoice 
Where pain and grief, | where mourning N 
. diſtreſs, "ng Jer 
With their attendants, never and acceſs 4 
Where conſolation in perfection reigns, 
And peace triumphant evermore remains; 
Where ſongs harmonious, and united love, 
Cement, as one, the happy ſouls above, 
Who dwell in regions of eternal day, 
Tranſcending far the ſun's meridian ray; 
And where the glory of the * e Lord 
Sunk t luſtre does thereto afford; vl 


193 YY Rev. xviii. 1. 


Whoſe 
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Whoſe moſt majeſtick glory fills the ſpace 
Of that immenſe expanſe, and heavenly place, 
Where great Jehovah's ſmiles infpire the lays 
Of raptur'd ſouls to ſing his endleſs praiſe, 
To join with angels, and aloud proclaim 
The glorious wonders of his mighty name; 
His love ſet forth, his tender mercies ſhew, 
To whom their homage is ſo juſtly due; 
How ſhort their trials were, in flcſh and blood, 
And that by his ſupport alone they ſtood 
The trial of their faith — a ſmall probation, 
Thus to' be Goya with glory and ſalvation ! ! 


The a of this colafenidilimgel Joy at laſt 
When. all the conflicts here on earth are paſt, 
Have been the object of the ſaints regard, 
The hop'd for recompenſe of their reward 
The aim'd-at mark of the deſired prize, 

On which with ſtedfaſt hope they fix'd their 

eyes: 

Not all the tort'ring pains of 8 a 
Denounced by the moſt vindictive breath, 
Could holy martyrs e'er intimidate, 
Nor hinder their purſuit of ſuch a ſtate, 
And ſhall we now, with perfect freedom bleſt, 
* laws protected (not by laws oppreſt) 


Forget 
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Forget our duty, careleſs and at caſe, 
And ſtrive with ſenſual things ourſelves bo: 
- pleaſe; | 
Refuſe to bear the b wtia ſubject be 
To him whoſe juſt command is, Follom me, 
And to your ſouls ye reſt ſhall ſurely find? 
What taſk more eaſy ? What more 117 
kind? 
Then for paſt ſin ſubmit to deep diſtreſs, 
And by degrees advance 1n righteouſneſs. 
O may we not, in this @ ſabbatb-day, 
Nor yet in winter, take our flight away, 
From a dependance on that mighty hand, 
That gave to Abram's ſeed the promiſed land 
Who ſtrengthen'd all the righteous to prepare, 
In realms on high, cœleſtial joys to ſhare ! 
That this may be my happy lot at laſt, 
Has been my deep concern for years by-paſt : 
No mote amongſt the wicked to converſe, 
No more to deafen'd ears my griefs rehearſe; 
No more conſtrain'd the ignorant to teach, 
No more to dead profeſſors forc'd to preach; 
No more conſtrain'd the drowſy to awake, 
But evermore of laſting bliſs partake ; 
Where ſorrows ceaſe, and tears are done away, 
And endleſs glory forms perpetual day: 
Fe: No 
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But all is 7 Lingduin of 25 2 . 
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On GEORGE Fox, and his Mrss rox. 


REA T was the 1 188 though imple 
| was the man, n een : 


By hört this glorious dork” was firſt began; 


Calm and ſerene his in ward ſtate of mind, 


In which he was to ſerve the Lord refign'd ; . 


Subject his will, his temper mortify'd,” 

His heart upright; and conſcience purify'd ; 

Enlight'ned from above, he came to ſee 

The inward law of God his rule to be; 

Which gave him, inwardly, the cleareſt fight 

Of man's depraved ftate — and in this light 

(Which in his underſtanding often ſhone) 

By him deep things of God were rightly 
known, 1 

The myſt ries of 1 iniquity reveaPd, 

And c_ which A for "ages been con- ö 
ceal'd: To . 

His heart was d ava with goſpel "Wh 

In which he e greatly did himſelf 1 K : 

e eee To 


* 
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To be a workman not to be aſham'd, 
His conduct never being juſtly blam'd : 
In things divine his knowledge was profound, 
And (though unlearn'd,) in e Hae 
_ ſound; - 
Thus, by coo of & the 2 of God, 
He could deſcribe to man the path he trod, 
Point out to him the way for his ſalvation, 3 
And how he might attain to each gradation, 
In his advances towards reformation ; ; Z 
And ſo was truly qualify'd to preach. 
Deſcribe the ſeed of evil, in the heart, . ; | 
And holy ſpirit in the inward part: 
Each ſtriving to obtain the ſole direction 
Of all our ways, and govern each affection: 
Thus ſhew?'d the way for overcoming ſin, 
By ſtrict attention to the Light within, 
Or Spirit of the Lord, whoſe operations 
Always enable to reſiſt temptations ; 
No longer flaves to ſin, but free indeed, 
Whilſt goyern'd by the pure and holy ſeed, 
The ſeed of God, the quick and powerful word, 
That's ſharper than a keen twa-edged fword ; 
Which, when it's drawn, will inſtantly begin 


Jo ſlay that nature that inclines to ſin, 
Till 


& 
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"Till man become like gold rend and pure, 
And all conſum'd that can't the fire endure; 
The fire, that burns away the droſs and tin, 
And conſecrates- to God the heart within; 
An houſt not made with hands, an houſe of pray r, 
And then the Lord is rightly: worſhip'd there, 
In Spirit and in Truth — this adoration 
The Lord our God accepts with age T 
A type of which the temple was of ate 
Whoſe inward parts were laid en, nl 
And all its acvefſols at its eee 
Had Holineſs engrav'd, as conſecration. 
T une truths he labour'd much nm de 


Pear, 2 'L is 111% bs « 
Perfeting Jalines in adh r 
And what he taught to others, he and 


And peace from God abounded in his wan 7 
In him no rigid ſourneſs did appear; . 
To ſtubborn ſinners yet was he ſevere ;- 
Laid judgment on the head of the traut. 
greſſor, 

And juſt rebukes upon we vain profeſſor 3 
When penitents apply'd, relief to have, 

The healing balm of conſolation: gave ; "If 


02 Cor. vii. 1. | 
G 2 Tender 
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Tendet to thoſe who did ſalvation ſeek; 
And to the humble foul was always meek ; 
A nurfing Father was to the upright, 
To thoſe in darknefs recommended light; 
To.notfy people, he did filence teach, 
And to the life in words, he death did preach 
To thoſe who had the form of godlineſs, 
The inward pow'r alone did ftrongly preſs : | 
He deenr'd that miniſtry corrupt and van; 
Whaſe ſole ſupport is preſent worldly! gain; 
That ceremonies in religion tend 
To lead profeſſors on them to depend „ie hank 
And ſo divert the well-intending mind 
From ſeeking after what it ougłt to find. 
The real ſubſtance — and that forms prevent 
The work of 1 Gael a . __ 1 

Wg d 225010 02.25.5145. 5 'A 
Lull — Wen a0 ſenfual 8 A 
And then POO apes che post cap: al 

pleaſe;, * 12%, ον,uͤ8aꝛod o 
But When the 1 is felt, and thus poltelt, 
The ſoul is then by empty forms oppreſt; 
In awfol ſilence, then, ſuch can implore 
The heavenly. aid, and truly God adore- 
The broken heart no form of words requires, 
To tell its wants, or lay what it deſires: 


Theſe 
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. 
Theſe truths he held, and farther did declare; 
That hireling prieſts apoftatized were, 
And ignorant of God, and always made we | 
Preaching for hire to them a gainful trade: 
Thus this reformer taught and thus believ d 
Thoſe—who were by his doctrine undeceiv d. 


But this plain doctrine, in ſo dark an age, 

Set prieſt and people moſtly in a rage; 
And him, whoſe doctrine they could not. 
cConfute, : 
With whom they were e not able to . 
Him they reſolv'd by force to perſtcute; 
And his. adherents too : but no ſucceſs . 
Did them attend, nor thoſe at all ſuppreſs : 7 
The more the Camomile was trod, the more 
Each branch ſtruck root, and deeper than 6 

before, 5 a 
For all theſe hardſhips ; all they hop'd to 

find, 

Was peace with God to conſolate the mind; "x 
This to obrain, he preached. reformation, . 
And fo alarmed much this drowſy nation; 
Turn'd many ſouls to God, from evil ways, 
ri law the work to proſper in his days; 8 
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So f great a — * fo rapid i in — oa 
In bringing thouſands to the ſame profeſſion 3 


Children unborn, i in future ſhall admire, 


And bleſs the ee We ae man e 
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fol lays, Oh 


To ling ling ng t the grearnefs 0 of Elohim's 8 breite; 55 mY 


Fain would: preſume, inſpired Yom 1 a ove, 
To ſing of bis compaſſion, and his Te, 1 
His tender mercies towards men relate, 1 
Extol his pow'r, as infinitely great; 4 


1 24 l. | 
Fain woul ſhe, with expanded wings, g 
Ty; ; bh 339 
And view "the wonders, none can compre bend; 
2 70 211: 11 VIV 
She may preſume, in thought, t: to mount on 


high, 13 | 
Admire the ron orbs around te * ; 
To 
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To ſhew this wiſdom, glory, pow 'r, and might, 
; A theme too great for mortals to indite; 
And for my feeble muſe too great a taſk, 
For all the pow'rs ſhe has, or dare to aſk; ' 
No human. arts can meaſure out the ſpace, 
Nor fix the juſt dimenſions of the race 
One planet runs, in, its own annual courſe, 
Nor ſhew its great velocity and force. 
Wonder we may, and wonders they appear; 
And wonders they remain from year to year. 
T he works of men wear out, and ſoon decay, 
But theſe are ſtill the ſame, and no delay, 
By accident, or wearing, ſtops the courſe, - 
But all retain their ancient forms and force. 
All theſe are things beyond the reach of man, 
-. Fo comprehend the wiſdom of his plan; 
All we, can fathom claims our admiration, / 
And calls aloud for awful adoration. 
—T hough things above we can but m 

knew, 

We better 3 * works below, a 
Perceive his wonders in the earth and ſeas, 
See life, in motion move by flow: degrees; 
In animals, their life ſoon flides away, 
And vegetable life has its deeay : 


* From 
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From whence we fee, and clearly underſtand, 
Ber n n 85 and chat his Nr com- 
mand 
An nature Kill der that his laws 
Are ſtill therein the fixt and certain cauſe. 


But leaving this — let me confider next 

The ſtate of man; how fickle and perplext ! 

So wiſe . ſo fooliſh happy yet diſtreſt; 

In bondage - freedom — Joyful, yet oppreſt; 

Blind, though he ſees ; and e * is 
blind © 

For We ſeeking, which he cannot and 

This the Almighty in compaſſion faw, 

And, in his mercy, gave to him a law, 

To be his rule — to Te&ify his mind, 

Shew him his ſtate, inſtruct him how to find , 

The favour of his God — enjoying peace, 

Which, with obedience, daily would increaſe ; 


And this his tender mercy does not fail, 
Who, by his love, is ſtriving to prevail, 
Reproving man, from year to year, for bo 
And manifeſting thus his mind within 
In order to conduct him all his days, 

And A e him ſafely in his holy ways; 


Redeem 
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Redeem His foul from death, by giving grace, 
And inward ſtrength, to run "the TNT 
race 5 
And ſo obtain, at laſt, a glorious prize, 
The hope of which he ſets before his eyes, 


To animate his foul ſtill to purſue 
The way of life — and evil to eſchew ; 
And gives him hope to overcome at laſt, 
When all theſe conflicts here are Ger. anz ; 
Who gave his Son 4'ranfor for mankind, 
That alf thereby this benefit ſhould nd; 
He ſheuld become an advocate to ptead,” 3 
And for chem with his Farher intercetde, 
When they repent, dewailing their dd 
And do obtain, through Hit; a full minen 
Of an their fins L what kind of love is this) 
Thus to ws for them the han. to ble 
298 
When our en parents 810 in 20 cen. 

And thenee; By'difobediente,” quickly fell, 
Great was the pity which their ſow'reign Lord. 
To them in deep compaſſion, did afford 

In their diftreſs'— when the Eternal Mind 
Beheld how much it would affect mankind, 
And ſo determin'd what the means ſhould be, 


Which, in due time, ſhould ſet *em wholly free; 


And 


1 

And ſo reſtore them, fully, from the fall, 
And make ſalvation poſſible to all, 
Would they embrace ihe means he ſhould 

provide, | 
And in obedience to his will die. 
And in his arm of ſtrength alone anti 
But if they did ſuch means of belp refuſe, 
They might themſelves of negligence accuſe ; 
Acquit-the great Creator of the blame, 
And fay, by fn their own deſtruction came. 
In early times God did for man provide 
His holy ſpirit, to inſtruct and guide 
The ſons of men; but as the ſcriptures en, 
T hey dar d againſt its teachings to rebel” : 
But 1 when our Saviour did atonement make, 


And o offer'd up his. life for loſt man's ſake, _ 


He purchaſed. for him the gift of grace, 
To be diffuſed through the human ts 
And. be ſufficient: to enable all 17 
To witneſs reſtoration from the fa 34 
Redeem their minds from evil, and + 
To man the freedom which he had before; 


Imprint on him that native innocence | 


That He had, before his firſt offence : 21.771 
0 e! * Gen, vi, 1 5. | 


And as in Adam his deſcendants dy'd, 

So when the Son of God was crucify'd, 

All men obtain'd through him, without ex- 
emption, 

The means of their ſalvation and redemption; 

Being made alive through him, who is the Way, 

The Trutb, and Life*, to all that do obey 

The inward teachings of the gift of grace, 

Which will enable ſo to run the race 

As to their Maker to obtain acceſs, 

By being made alive in righteouſneſs; 

Who once were dead in ſin, but now are free 

To ſerve the Lord, in perfect liberty; 

A freedom, which we are by ſcripture told, 

Children of God enjoy d“ in days of old. | 

Who, then, among the ſons of men can ſay 

All God has done for man ? And can diſplay 


The height or depth of love ? Or can expreſs 


The length and breadth of all his tenderneſs 
Unto his creature man? My ſimple muſe 
Declines the taſk, and muſt herſelf excuſe 
From moving farther in a work ſo great ; 

For words will fail, and language can't relate 
His goodneſs, care, and fatherly regard, 

To love—forgive—afſiſt—and then reward, 


. Jones. xiv, 6. er Rom, viii. 21. 
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On the RxwARD of the RI GHTEbs, , 


FE YE hath nat ſeen, ear e nor _—_ 
conceiv da, | | 
(Nor can it be by wicked men believ d) 1 
The good things which the Lord hath yet in 
ſtore, | 
To bleſs the righteous with for evermore; ; 
Riches in bags laid up — as ſcriptures ſay h 
Which cruel thief can never ſteal away, 
Nor moth can ever eat—nor ruſt decay. 
Though from the wicked this i is ſtill conceal'd, 
Yet to the faithful few it is reveal'd, Fn 
By Chriſt, the Son of God— and known to be 
A bleſſed ſtate of true felicity. 1 1 
And here on earth, the high and holy I 
Doth to his faithful ſervants ſtill afford 
A memberſhip i in Chriſt, his only Son, | 
Where all his members do unite in one, ARE! 
And all are joined to the holy head. 
From whom the vital ſtrength. does fully NY 


| ſpread, A tn bn 

LIU SS SL LULL IV CS 
21 ; — ii. 55 Iſa. Ixiv. 4. 
Mat. vi. 2. LUEUuke Mi. 20. 
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For their ſupport — to which his words agree, 
J am in you, ſaith he, and you in me. 

But this conſummate ſtate's obtain'd on earth 
By thoſe alone who knew the ſecond birth; 
And over theſe the ſecond death can have 
No pow'r to hurt at all, beyond the grave; 
But in their God they will for ever dwell, 

A ſtate of glory, angels can't excel. 


To a Younc Man on his Recovery, 
after having been given over by his 
 PaysICIANS. | 


OWN, dear friend, whene'er I contemplate 
Upon the favour granted thee of late, 
In giving thee a farther ſpace of time, 
In this which may be truly call'd thy prime; 
Yet for thy wife and children to prepare 
Of needful things a comfortable ſhare; 
To be a kind companion to thy wife, 
And guide thy children's ſteps a while in life ; 
Appears a bleſſing which I can't expreſs, -' * 
Nor view without a ſenſe of thankfulneſs : 


John xiv. 20, 


H May 
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May. humbling thoughts, in _— IWaA 
raiſe; *.; | 8 
The juſt returns of ** . 081 
In all our hearts, to him who gives us breath 
And has reſtor'd-thee from the verge of deathl © 
May he henceforward all thy: ſteps direct, : 

And. from all evil ways thy ſoul protect; 
Engage thy heart to love his holy ways, 
And to devote to him thy future days; 
And (though engag'd in trade) his ſervice be 
Moſt low d, moſt fought, and moſt deſir d by 
Me 7 ne PAIN 0190 9 
So will thy life be bleſt, ty wealth increaſe, 
; 8 thou 1 0 may'ſt live and die in n peace, 
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ern - x EY : : 


2] To it bane 5: 6 
On INWARD PoveRTY, anda rambling 
a _—_4 in/ A N Me rrinas. 


| 50 4K | 
T HAT my — 5 could Kill nba 
From ev'ry fooliſh. hops 3p | 
er al my mental rovings be WW: 1 | 
To true ſubjection brought 5 5 57 
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II. 

That when my heart is bent to ſeek 
The Lord for help and peacc, 
All thoughts that would my mind diverty 7 
Might then entirely ceaſe. WIE 


IE. 

Thoygh, when tetir'd, I've often feilt 
Some inward. conſolations2 
Yet when I would again retire,, if 
I've met with, with ſore probations.. 


IVa! 
Perhaps about indiff'rent things 
My thoughts have been employ'd. 
Which for a while were not * | 
Nor any good enjoy d. 48514 n 


V. AI 
But O that I, with diligenceg 
May labour more and more, 
That ſo the Lord may condeſcend 
His favours to reſtore!i! 
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VI. 
That I may feel my 3 renew d, T7 
Temptations to reſiſt ; Ti 
Which if I humbly wait to find, 
He ſurely will affift; 


| VII. 

Becauſs his arm is cloth'd. with ms Ty 
And full of heav'nly might; 2 
His ear is open to the poor, 

Whoſe aid is his delight. 


VIII. 

To him, in ſtreights, may I apply, 

Whilſt 1 remain on earth; 
As he alone can give me life, 

And break the pow'r of death, 


IX. V 


Though frail-I am, and frail we 1. N 


And on this ſide the grave, 
A ſtate of frailty ev ry one 
Muſt ſtill expect to have; oe elk 


(399 2] 


. 


But to the Lord we all ſhould look 


In times of deep diſtreſs; 
And in proſperity as much, 
Though then we ſeek him leſs. 


XI. 

?Tis his reviving. heav'nly love 
Can only diſſipate 

The idle - ramblings of the mind, 
Although exceeding, great: 


| | - JE 
' *Tis this alone can chaſe away 
Our vain imaginations, | 


And change the rovings of our minds 


To proper e N 


XIII. 


Wean all our thoughts from earthly things, 


Save only for our uſe ; 
And thoſe receive as. with a mind 
Averſe to things profuſe. 


” | * 3 4 * 
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XIV. 
This ſov'reign help, this gracious and. | 
This awful humbling pow'r, | 
Is that for which we ought to wait, 
And ſeek for ev'ry hour. 


ww 


To Va YouTH of the FEMALE SEX. 
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1. 
H Y ſhould your native innocence, 
Adorn'd in youth with wit 00 ſenſe, 
In modeſty array 'd, 
Which always amiably appears, 
Be loſt as you. adyance in years, 
And you to pride betray'd ? 2 


II. p 
Does Wildon teach to vie in Ureſs ? 
Or folly, only, teach exceſs, 
And captivate the mind? 
Can love of pleaſures yield you peace? 
Or can you, if your virtue ceaſe, 


True ſolid comfort find ? 


III. How 
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III. 
How can you ever be at eaſe, 
When no invented mode can pleaſe 
When once it's common grown? 
Or how can you in things delight, 
Before you find their faſhions right, 
Or cuts be fully known? 


IV. 
This heavy croſs attends your pride, 
Your clothes half worn are laid aſide, 
| Or alterations, made ; B n 
ö And thoſe who do it ſeldom an 
From whence theſe whims or fancies flow; 
And never learn their trade. 


v. 

Thus many waſte their precious time, 

And fool away their youthful prime, 
And ſpend their money too, 

In following ev'ry fooliſn faſhion, 

That's newly brought into the nation, 
And ſome themſelves undo. 


VI. For 


[ 80 ] 


VI. 


For gay with gay acquaintance take; 


And oftentimes ſuch matches make, 
As ruin both at laſt ; 


But thoſe who: are both juſt and wiſe; _ 
And fear the Lord, they ſtill deſpiſe 


All things that change ſo faſt. 


VII. 
Theſe learn religiouſly to fear 
The God who gave them beings here, 
And daily bear his croſs; 
To; him alone they have their eye, 


And on his arm alone rely, 


And ſeldom ſuffer loſs.” 


VIII. 
But ſuch as emulate in dreſs, 
But little reſt or peace poſſeſs, 
F or all their great expence: 


In thoſe purſuits they often find'/ | 


Some* freſh perplexities of mind. 


Which ſtill ariſe from thencte. 


IX. 


Thus 


IX. 
Thus many, like the troubled ſeas, 
Are toſs'd about, and op ah no eaſe ; 3 
Are ſtill in fluctuation; | 
Nor can they find it, till they know 
The ſource from whence true comforts flow, : 
And inward reformation. 


A ComPyeaRisoNn between a Winter 
Orchard, and the 6: HURCH under our 
Name. 


HE winter trees, depriv*d of fruit, 
Whoſe leaves are fully gone, 

Reſemble death, at diftant view; 

But, nearly look*'d: upon. 


Their buds are living, freſh and full, 
And ready to expand. | 
When frigid winter's paſt away, 
And ſpring is near at hand; 


Then ev'ry branch and ſprig will ſhoot, © 
And ſoon in bloom appear, 

And op'ning foliage ſoon denote 

The ſummer ſeaſon near. 


1 By roots ſecure and deep 1 „ 4 N 09 
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When blooming ceaſes, ſoon appears 


The newly- formed fruit, = 
Which when matur'd, and fully ripe, , 5 
For various ends will ſuit, 
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But if, in winter, all the trees.” 
Their rank and places keep, 
And ſtand upright, retain their hold, 


is 


Though ruffling winds may often ſhake, 


And try their utmoſt ſtrength, 
For this they will the better . LN FA 


And fruitful prove a at e * 
4 ii x Na 3 me 


Though pinching froſts, th chilling winds; 


Their ſap may lignify, 
And ſapling- twigs may ſtronger grow, 
And wood becom thereby 1 VO691 ba! 75 5 
Nen ig ee bigiit nd 
Which, in the ſpring- time, will produce 
Such ſprigs as will appear 
Both weak, and tender, on the trees, 
As they laſt ſeaſon weren: 
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By theſe, gradations, we. n 

The beauteous creation 
Grow and increaſe from year 10 year, 158 

To human admiration bob 1 in of 
And though our people at this time 

Like winter trees appear, 1.4 
And ev'ry leafleſs twig denotes | 

The ſeaſon of the year; 


( 
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Yet while 2 member keeps b his place, 
Like trees where they are planted. 

Their tender buds will riſe and ſwell, 1 
And leaves appear when wanted. 


When ſpring comes on, he gentle ſhowers 4 
Freſh verdure will beltow ; { 


And when the ſummer ſeaſon conies, | 
D ed 
Their fruit again will Brow x Soi es 


Dy 


SZ £4 4 


Which by the ſun will ripen'd be, AY 
Fit for the maſter's uſe ; " 


May ſuch a time to us das nich. 
And fijch effects produce 3 —_ © 2" 
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And this long winter to the church 
(When ſome ſuppoſe her dead) 

Be follow'd by a joyful ſpring 

To raiſe her drooping head. 


HT CHAS: 230 18 g 
A RESOLUTION realized. 
A 


S wiſhing will neither procure nor e 
vent, 
I hope to continue my ſtate of content, 
And yield to my lot with a proper ſubmiſſion, 
And think myſelf bleſt in my preſent « con. 
dition. 
Il not wiſh for Sie 7 becauſe of hats 
ſnares, 
Nor yet'for more bus neſs, becauſe of its 
cares, 
But thankfully = Sha the bounty of heav'n, 5 
Has furniſh'd as needful, nor ſparingly giv'n. 
A mind free from guilt, and Poſſeſſing To 
peace, 
O! theſe are the riches 1 with to increaſe . 
For a ſtate berwixt caſe, and a conſtant 
employ, | 
Is the ſtate I would chuſe, and the ſtate I 
enjoy. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


INCE what's above written ſome years, 
| are expir'd, N 
In which I've accompliſh'd one thing I defir'd, 
And retir'd from trade to a ſtill quiet life, m 
With only one ſervant, myſelf, and my wife, 
To a rural, convenient, and good habitation, 
Not grand, yet ſecure, and becoming my 

| ſtation. 
And what time I don't in my duty employ, 
With my garden, my books, or my pen I 
enjoy, | 
Save in rides, and in walks; and I then 
contemplate 
How ſeldom ſuch favours are known by the 
great. 5 
And ] ſee nothing now that is like to prevent 
My future enjoyment of peace and content: 
A ſenſe of theſe mercies, with true thankful- 
, nels, | 
Makes deeper impreſſions than words can 
expreſs, 


I Which 
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Which I hope will induce me, the reſt of my 
days, N 
To render the Giyer obedience and praiſe. 
Should pain, ache, or ſickneſs, in old age 
attend, 
With patience I hope to fabmi in the end 
And ſo yield to death, when, if favour'd with, 
peace, = 
All ſorrows and pain will be ended and bel 
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ELIJAH and ELISHA, 


IN TWO PARTS. 


Ar On 


Interſperſed with the moſt remarkable Paſſages 
of the wicked Reign, Life, and Death of 
Ahab, King of Iſrael, and his impious Queen 
Jezebel, with the Extirpation of his Houſe 
for their grievous Idolatry and Wickedneſs. 


Firſt intended for the Amuſement and Edification of 
his Grandchildren, but now for the religious Vouth in 
general. 


By J O HN F R V. 
LO N DON: 


Printed and Sold by James PHILII Ss, in George 
Yard, Lombard-Street, 1782, 
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TO THE SERIOUS READERS. jos 


Confeſs I recollect with pleaſure, not 
only the great delight, but the real ad- 
vantage | took, in my young years, in read- 
ing the moſt remarkable tranſacttions of the 
lives of ſome of thoſe worthies of old, of 
whom the world was not worthy, 'who wan- 
dered in deſerts, and in mountains, and in dens, 
and caves of the earth; baving obtained a good 
report through faith. Heb. xi. 38, 39. and 
who alſo, by a patient continuing in wwell- 
doing, obtained an incorruptible crown which 
fadeth not away, though in this life they 
paſſed through many and great tribulations, 
but having an eye to a better country, and to 
that recompence of reward, which was and 
ever will be ſure with the Lord. Of this 
number the two prophets, Elijah and Eli- 
ſha, the principal ſubjects of theſe ſheets, were 
none of the leaſt, - being men who yielded a 
ready obedience to the will of God. In the 
| wicked 


„ 
wicked reign of Ahab, king of Iſrael, the 
influence of his idolatrous and imperious 
wife Jezebel was to Elijah almoſt a continual 
ſeries of inward and outward afflitions in 
a ſtate of almoſt perpetual, peregrination ; 
(when that kingdom was afflited and diſ- 
treſſed with the juſt judgments of God by 
famine, war, &c. for their manifold fins, 
and neglect of the laws and worſhip of God) 
through all which he invariably ftood his 
ground, and held faſt his integrity to the 
end, and left this world in a ſtate of the 
higheſt acceptance with God, as the manner 
of his removal very evidently teſtifies. And 
it affords matter of the greateſt encourage- 
ment to all who love, fear, and ſerve God, 
when they confider the tender care and re- 
gard of the Lord to him in the preſervation 
of his life during the famine, and alſo in 
his frequent travelling through deſerts and 
wilderneſſes, where, perhaps, no proper food 
could be found (if any) and where he was 
ſo very miraculouſly fapplied with cake and 
water, by an angel, whilſt he lay under a 
eee when he fled from the face of 
Jezebel : by the ſlrength of which he tra- 
velled * days, till he came to mount 
Horeb, where he hid himſelf in a cave, and 
it doth not appear that he had there any 
uud ſupport, but was ſuſtained and pre-- 
ſerved 
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ſerved alive, to complete his future ſervice, 
by the ſame all- ſufficient power. 
When I conſider alſo the very great dif- 
ference of ſuch as truly loved and ſerved the 
Lord, though in a ſtate of outward tribu- 
lation, affliction, and want, as was the caſe 
of thoſe great prophets, from the condition of 
thoſe who turn his law behind their backs 
and live in all manner of wickedneſs, though 
in the midſt of the enjoyment of outward 
riches and pleaſure, as Ahab did; it is ve 
eaſy to ſee the prudence and exemplary wiſ- 
dom of that great man Moſes (another of 
theſe worthies) 20 choſe rather to ſuffer af. 
faction with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleaſures of fin for a feaſon. Heb. xi. 25. 
But the relation and moſt memorable ac- 
counts of ſome of theſe worthies, when I 
met with them in plain ferious verſe, have 
more ſenfibly touched my heart and im- 
preſſed my memory, in my tender age, than 
when I read them in proſe ; though I had 
then eſteemed, and hope ever ſhall retain 
the higheſt eſteem for, the ſacred writings, 
and am ſo far from depreciating from their 
value, that I hope hereby to enforce the more 
frequent reading of them among the youth, 
as the ſubjects hereof are taken from them: 
and I therefore recommend to my readers, to 
read with particular attention the accounts 


of 
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of; thoſe ſervants of God (of whom were 
Elijah and Eliſha) who are mentioned by 
the author to the Hebrews in the 11th 
chapter, who by faith quenched the violence 
of fre, flopped the mouths. of lions, &c. And 
having ſome leiſure; hours, I have for my 
own amuſement, and your edification, com- 
poſed the following ſhort hiſtory in verſe; 
and if you receive any advantage thereby, 
my end will be anſwered ; however J hope it 
will be attended with this benefit to you, to 
fill up ſome of your leiſure time, which 
perhaps might wie be employed in 
reading dach unprofitable treatiſes as are 
calculated rather to amuſe, than edify and 
inſtruct your tender minds; and I-- with. it 
may afford you the ſame ſatisfaction in read- 
ing, as it has done me nnn. n wRek am 
pr cordial friend, | 


Jonn FRY. 
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PART THE FIRST. 


The ARGUMENT. 

A ſhort review of the old world — the tranſlation 

of Enoch — the flood, and preſervation of Noah 
and his houſe — the call of God to Abram—the 
- propenſity of his poſterity (long after his time) 
to idolatry — the folly and fin thereof, through 
divers reigns; particularly in Ahab's — his bad 
choice of a wife — Elijah ſent of God to foretel 
a famine God ſends him to the brook Cherith, 
and feeds him there by ravens — the difference 
ſhewn between his manner of life, and the vo- 
ache of this age — his only happineſs 


and 


+ 


. 
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and comfort was the favour of God — the 
brook being dry, God ſends him for ſuſtenance 
to a prophet's widow at Zerephath, or Sarepta 
— her ſmall pittance, increaſed by a miracle, 
ſuſtains him, herſelf, and ſon — ſhe, diſtreſſed 
by her ſon's death, applies to Elijah, who by 
prayer obtains his being again reſtored to life — 
Elijah is met by Obadiah, who brings Ahab to 
him—Eljah reproves the king for his idolatry 
— propoſes to him to try who is God, the 
Lord ur Baal — Ahab accepts the offer — they 
appoint time and place, and Ahab ſends through 
all Iſrael to ſummon all Baal*s prieſts; about 


eight hundred — they meet at Mount Carmel, 


where Baal's prieſts were confounded and lain. 
— Elijah foretells rain, and runs to Jezreel — 
is threatened with death on the morrow by 
Jezebel — he flies for his life into the wilder- 
neſs — there begs to die, is fed by an angel 
twice, as he lies under a juniper-tree, with cake 
and water — travels forty days, by the ſtrength 
of it, to Mount Horeb: the Lord appears to 


him there, and ſends. him to Damaſcus by the 


wilderneſs, to anoint Hazael king of Syria, and 


Eliſha to be a prophet in his room, and ap- 


ints Jehu to be king of Iſrael — Benhadad, 
+ th of Syria, invades Iſrael with a great army 


— is vanquiſhed, and returns — next year he 
comes again againſt them his army routed, and 


he taken, but Ahab lets him go— Ahab covets 


Naboth's vineyard, offers to buy it—is refuſed, 
and forrowful—Jezabel procures it by Naboth's 
death—the Lord offended by it, ſends Elijah to 


meet 


1 


meet him in the vineyard — he reproves him, 
and tells him, that dogs ſhould lick his blood. 
—Ahab propoſes to retake Jabez Gilead — he 
gets Jehoſhaphat to join him, who firſt deſires 
counſel of God ; Ahab conſents to it, and they 
conſult 400 prophets — who encourage them — 
Jehoſhaphat ſtill afraid, deſires further confirm- 
ation, Micaiah the true prophet is ſent for — 
he foretells Ahab's death — yet they purſue their 
firſt intent, and join battle, Jehoſhaphat in 
danger, but Ahab is wounded, and died in his 
chariot - is carried home— Ahaziah ſucceeds — 
is hurt by a fall — ſends meſſengers to go to 
Ekron to know of Baal-Zebub if he ſhould re- 
cover — God diſpleaſed ſends Elijah to meet the 
men, and ſend them back — the king offended 
ſends a captain, and 50 men to take the prophet 
— who are deſtroyed by fire from heaven — he 
ſends other 30 to fetch him, but he refuſes to go 
— they are deſtroyed alſo — he ſends other 30, 
who begs the prophet's compaſſion, and are 
ſpared. Elijah encouraged by an angel to go to 
the king — goes with the men — and tells the 
king he ſhall ſurely die — God then ſends him 
for Eliſha to be his companion, who offers an 
offering to God, and goes with him — Elijah to 
try him, aſks him to ſtay behind him at three 
different places, but he will not leave him — 
they come to Jordan, Eliſha divides the waters, 
and they paſs through — he aſks Eliſha what 
he ſhall do for him — he requeſts a double 
portion of his ſpirit ; they are then ſeparated 
by a whirlwind — Eliſha then ſees chariots and 

__— horſes 
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| horſes of fire, which take up Elijah to heaven 
Eliſha then takes up his mantle — comes to 
Jordan — divides the waters, and comes to 
Jericho to the fons of the prophets, who 


leave to ſend 30 men ta ſearch for the body of 
Elijah — which they do in vain, 


Lthough at firſt the plan was wiſely laid ; 

A And heav'n, and earth, accordingly were 
made, | 
By the Creator's pow'r, and forming hand, 
Producing all things elſe, by his command ; 
The fun, the moon, and ſtars, each glorious 
light, | 

The one to rule the day, the reſt the night; 


The globe repleniſh'd, both with trees, and 


plants, 
To furniſh man (when made) for all his wants; 
Then formed him, breath'd in the breath of life, 
And for his comfort, gave to him a wite, 


And made him alſo, Lord of the creation, 


To rule the creatures, in their proper ſtation, 

When Adam's offspring were increas'd by birth, 

And multiply'd their numbers on the earth, 

Who form'd the world, and made them, and for 
what? | 

They either not conſider'd, or forgot; 
| | But 
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But follow'd nature's dictates, in their ways, 
In wantonneſs, and feaſting, ſpent their days; 
Follow'd each ſinful morion, and withdrew 
From God, his worſhip and devotion due, 
Till ev'ry thought and purpoſe of the heart 


Were only evil“; — wide they did depart 


From all pretence of worſhipping of the Lord, 
Though he his ſpirit did to them afford, 

To teach them of his ways; yet they refus'd, 
And liked not to be therein accus'd; 

But ſtill rebell'd againſt it, and withſtood 

Its ſecret ſtrivings with them, for their good. 


Thus did thoſe early ages deviate 


From their once pure and innocent eſtate, 
Except ſome few, but Enoch was the chief, 
(Who doubtleſs ſaw their wickedneſs with 
grief) 

Who ſtrove to ſerve the Lord, without offence, 
Walked with God“, and gain'd this evidence, 
That he had pleaſed him *, — and in that ſtate 
The Lord in mercy did him hence tranſlate. 


When Satan had prevail'd, and rul'd within, 


Till ſoul and conſcience were defil'd by ſin; 


8 Gen. vi, 3. b Gen, V. 24. 6 Heb, xi. 5 
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And all the ark's inhabitants releas'd, 
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God was thereby provok'd to indignation, 
Which brought on them a total defolation, 
Save Noah and his houſe ; theſe he pre- 

ſerv'd, 
Becauſe his precepts he had well obſerv'd, 
And righteouſly the Lord his God had ſerv'd; J 
Tohim in mercy he inſtructions gave 
To build an ark, therein their lives to ſave ; 


And creatures two or more of every kind, 


And for deſtruction leave the reſt behind. 


But they had warning of it forty years, 


As by the building of the ark appears; 
But this, nor Noah's preaching, could prevall ; 
All prov'd in vain, and of ſucceſs did fail, 


Their hearts were harden'd, they would not 


believe, 
Nor warning, counſel, or advice receive; 
For all their views to evil being bent, | 
Sunk in pollution they will not repent, 


Until the rain begins, the floods deſcend, 


And all their lives and hopes together end; 
And ev'ry living creature that hath breath, 
Partakes together of the watry death. 


But when again, the waters were decreas'd, 


Noah 
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Noah to God offer'd a ſacrifice, 
Which was well-pleaſing then before his eyes: 
But after this, when Noah was remov'd, 
Some fear'd the Lord; and were by him de. 
prov'd, 
Abram was one, who ſerv'd the Lord i feat, 
Whoſe heart was true, and all his views ſif- 
1 + CEXE, | 
And to this faithful man, the Lord faw fit, 
XZ His mind, and preceprs, plainly to commit. 
Choſe him, and his poſterity, to be 
His choſen people, to futurity; 
And while they ſerv d him truly from the 
heart, ho 
He never from them did at all depart, 
But on their heads, his favours daily pour'd, 
Bleſſings of heay'n, and earth, he on ee, 1 
ſhower d, | T. 
And by his ſervant Moſes 1 a ur, | 
So clear, and plain, it ſcarce contain'd a flaw; 
And though this law they fully underſtood. 
And knew it was intended for their good, 
And that his judgments would on them at- 
tend, 
If they did not ther evil ways 2 3 
K 3 Let 
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Let Satan led them frequently aſtray, 


And they this law did often diſobey ; 
And as the people, in the nations round, 
Did greatly with idolatry abound, | | 
This favour'd people by example ſway'd, 
Were frequently into the ſame betray'd, 

A moſt ungrateful ſtupid horrid ſin! } 
As what there is no ſenſe, nor judgment in, 
To leave a living wiſe, Almighty God, 


Who has the power to bleſs, or uſe the rod, 
Who form'd the earth, from whence at farſt 


they came, 
And lately, in diſpleaſure, e d 5 flow. 


But when men worſhip, or adore a ſtock, 


They only of religion, make a mock ; 


But yet thus * and PV Oy Abram' 5 


trace, 
T hey could an idol willingly 1 Z 
And tho? ſome kings, concerned for the cauſe 


Of God, ſtrove to reclaim them to his laws, 
Such reformation they did not retain, 
For oftentimes it ended with the rein; 


Pretences to reform, when not fincere, 
Can only make hypacriſy appear; 


So ſtupid were revolting Iſrael grown, 
That 0 in folly were ſurpaſs d by none; 


For 


K 
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For love of idols always did remain, 
And when reform'd, they ſoon return'd again; 
From reign to reign, they frequently revolted; 
Sometimes between the two, *** "ory 
halted, +... | 
(Who halts between an idol, and a God, 
Muſt be a fool, whoſe back deferves the ll z) 
But a8 for Ahab, this was not his fault, 
Between the two, he would not deign to halt, 
From bad to worſe, he grew ſo bold at laſt, 
The law of God behind his back to caſt ; 
When he to Iſrael's, throne obtain'd acceſſion, 
He outftript all before him in tranſgreſſion* ; 
The-firſt and greateſt error of his life, 
Was that of taking Jezabel to wife, 
A Heathen princeſs — an imperious dame, 
Who from the country of Zidonia came, 
Daughter of king Ethbaal, and doubtleſs WAS, 
Of Ahab's wickedneſs, the greateſt cauſe ; .. 
By whoſe ambition, and unbounded pride, 
He was deceived, and groſsly led aſide, 
The laws of God entirely to neglect, 
He, blindly fond, and full of falfe hd. | 
Preferr'd her bad advice, and counſel, more 
Than all the laws of God, (which heretofore, 


41 Kings xvi. 30, © Ver. 31. 
| David 
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David delighted Fo and moſtly kept; 
Uatil in peace, he with his fathers ſlept) 
Took aun the altars, which in former ' 
The WLAN did for ſacrifices raiſe, 

Unto the Lord, who, by a mighty hand, 
Brought them in ſafety out of Egypt's land; # 
By her bad influence, Ahab learnt to fm, | 
And choſe the worſtiip ſhe delighted in; F 
To heathen Gods, or idols, ſacrific d, I 
And moſtly did, whatever ſne advis'd : 1 
The people next, by their example fway'd, ; 
Were much to baſe idolatry betray'd ; g 
Within Samaria's walls a houſe he rais'dt, : 
Where the blind people's idol-altar blaz'd ; I 
Ahab to Baal here his off'rings made, 
To Baal planted here the folemn ſhade, 
And openly to worſhip him profeſs d, 

So much did he the laws of God deteſt. 
This did the jealous God at length provoke, 
To bring on them at laſt a dreadful ſtroke, 
A parching dearth, a famine o'er the land, 
Which he gave Ahab thus to underſtand : 


f \ Kings xvi. 32. 
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In Gibeah's land there dwelt, unknown to 5 
fame, 
A Tiſhbite ſeer*, Elijah was his name, - 
Whoſe boſom zeal and love warm'd with | 
an holy flame; - 
Who came and told king Ahab from the Lord, 
That it ſhould be according to his word®, 
That ſome years yet to come, no rain nor 


dew*, F 
Should the parch'd ſurface of the earth renew, 
Which was fulfill'd; three years and half of 
dearth, 
Dry'd up the land, and barren made the earth 3 
But whilſt the land thus ſorely was Aare | 
The pious prophet was divinely bleſt, 
The mighty God of him due notice wan 1 71 
And ſent him to the banks of Cherith's . 
brooæxk; 
Morning wy evning, in this time of need, 
By ravens there he did Elijah feed, 
Supplies of bread and fleſh from day to day, 
1 Lord his God did thus to him nnn 


| oY Wasen. FRF > Ibid. | 
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Though mean the meſſengers, the godly ſeer, 

With grateful heart, beheld them drawing 
near, 

When their extended pinions ſoar'd on high, 

And drawing near, demanded with their cry, 

His due attention, that he might receive, 

That God had ſent his hunger to relieve; 

So great a favour, in ſuch deep diſtreſs, 

Produc'd, no doubt, his humble thankful- 
neſs, | 

No ſqueamiſh palate there, on Cherith's 
banks, 

To diſſipate the due return of thanks; 

Though deſtitute of ev'ry temp'ral good, 

As things of late are falſly underſtood. - 

Raiment and food were all he then poſſeſs'd, 

And doubtleſs thought himſelf divinely 
bleſs'd, 

Without an houſe, or furniture, or wife 3, ; 

Nor thoſe eſteem'd the needful things of 
life, R 

No ſhelter for his aged hoary head ; 


No chair for reſt, for ſleep no downy bed; 


No diſh, no cup, no plate, or ſauce had he; 
Hi is hand his cup, * table was his knee, 
: His 
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His meat (perhaps undreſs'd) was welcome 

food, 
No change of diſhes, yet to him 'twas good; 
His raiment coarſe, his coat of hairy hide, 
For uſe his mean attire, and not for pride; 
With leather girt about, — in this abode, 
He wanted not to know the neweſt mode; 
His bed the earth, beneath ſome ſhady grove, 
He ſlept in peace, ſupported from above; 
His time in contemplation was employ'd, 
Where he the preſence of the Lord enjoy'd : 
This made up all the want of earthly things, 
Tranſcending far the pomp and ſtate of kings, 
A happy peaceful, bleſt, contented ſtate, 
Too ſeldom witneſs'd by the rich and great : 


Should famine here in England ſhew its face, 
Should pinching want appear in ev'ry place, 
Where fulneſs prompts to pride and idleneſs, 
And plenty leads ſo many to exceſs ; 

The haughty looks of ſuch would quickly 

- 20 
And fear of death would turn their faces pale; 
Their dainty palates then would be content, 
With any food that could that death W 


12 Kings i. 8. 
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Or any clothes, to keep them warm and dry, 
Or any fire to warm their bodies by; 
Ihe waſteful glutton, he who lives at eaſe, 
Where plenty ſcarce his appetite can pleaſe, 
Would quickly fee the vanity of pride, 
Sports too and paſtimes would be laid aſide ; 
Joy then would ceaſe, and delicacies fail, 
And ſudden fear and terror would prevail: 
Or if the Lord ſhould ſend the peſtilence, 
To call off thouſands. haſtily from hence ; 
W hat pleaſure then for plays would mortals 
have, 
Who ſaw themſelves ſo near the threaten'd 
grave, 
Theſe awful things would make their hearts) 
to bend, 
They'd find enough with judgments to con- > 
tend, 
Though few are now concerned to amend ; 
Nor bleſſings heap'd on bleſſings move each 
heart, 
From ev'ry ſinful practice to depart ; 
And ev'ry. groſs and vile abomination, 
Which lies a dreadful load upon this nation; 
But while we thus to ſerve the Lord neglect, 
What heavy judgments may we not expect? 
| | I dread 
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I dread the time — and fear that ſuch a rod, 
Alone will bring us to remember God. 
O may we prize the favours we enjoy, 
And not to pamper ſelf our wealth employ ; 
To court our palates ſtill with ſomething freſh, 
And make ſo much proviſion for the fleſh ; 
Not live to eat, but eat and drink to live, 
And daily thanks for living bleſſings give. 
Then ſhould we act like people truly wiſe, 
And food and common raiment would fuffice, - 
With other needful things, to uſe with care, 
And if beſides we ſomething have to. ſpare, 
(More than our wants n laid up in 

ſtore, 
The ſurplus always ought to help the poor. | 
In times of health, of plenty, and of peace, 
We ſhould from all exceſs and evil ceaſe ; - 
And every one endeavour to amend, 
And think: in time upon his latter end. 
But let me now reſume again my pcs 
And view the prophet by the ſcanty ſtream ; - 
Where in that lonely, mean, and penſive ſtate, 
He did with patience God's diſpoſal wait; 
Until the brook was dry“, the ravens fled, 
Who had ſo often brought him fleſh and 
bread ; 


n 1 Kings xvii. 7. 
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Then God inform'd Elijah from above, 
How he ſhould be ſuſtain'd, and where to 
move; 
A ſignal inſtance of divine niſi 
With which he did this faithful man reward; 
A prophet's widow at Zarephath“ dwelt, 


Before he came the Lord prepar'd her mind, 
To take him in, and to her pow'r be kind; 
When he the city gate approached near, 
He ſaw the woman preſently appear; 

To whom he did for water ſoon apply *, 
Which as ſhe went to fetch ſhe heard him cry, 
Bring me a morſel of thy bread?, I pray; 
But thus did to the ſeer the widow ſay, 

As the Lord lives, faid ſhe, I have no cake; 
Of meal and oil enough, but one to make; 
Theſe ſticks I've gather'd, that my fon and I, 
May both together eat thereof, and die l. 
Go chen, ſaid he, and be thou not afraid, 
To make thy cake, and do as thou haſt ſaid; 
To try her faith he adds, firſt make me one, 
And chen another ee m n 


Ae xt 9. ver. 10 f Ver. 11. 
4 Ver. 12. Ver. 13. f 


Thus 


Who, doubtleſs, for the poor compaſſion felt; 


„ 
Thus ſaith the Lord, the meal and oil thou 


haſt, 

Shall not henceforward by thy uſing waſte* ; 

But in the cruſe and barrel ſhall remain, 

Till on the thirſty earth he ſend the rain. 

Which prophecy ſhe readily believ'd, 

And was not by his words therein deceiv'd. 

But with this widow, whilſt Elijah ſtay'd, 

The Lord upon her this affliction laid; 

(That ſo her patience alſo might be try'd) 

Her darling ſon through pining ſickneſs 
dy'd*; 

In this diſtreſs ſhe could not long refrain, 

But quickly to the prophet did complain; 

Told him her thoughts, her moſt exceſſive 
orief, 

(And doubtleſs hop'd, through him, to find 

relief;) 

But fear'd her ſins were to remembrance 
brought, | | 

Although ſhe. thus. the prophet's favour _ - 
ſought ; * 

Who ſoon the lad unto his bed e 

And there himſelf upon his body laid, 

And to the Lord with holy fervour pray'd ; 


*1 Kings xvii, 14, * Ver. 17, Ver. 19. 
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Who did in mercy condeſcend to hear, 
And for the ſake of the diſtreſs'd appear; 
And fo the young man's ſoul again return'd, 
For whoſe departure ſhe ſo deeply mourn'd. 
(This only fon, by ſome is ſaid to be, 
The prophet Jonah, who to Nineveh, 
Was afterwards by God's commandment ſent, 
To warn the king and people to ent 


But when the . had humbled his the 

land, 

And was determin'd ſoon to 1 his "PU 

He let his faithful ſervant clearly ſee, 

Soon ſhould the parched earth refreſhed be“; 

But not till Baal's prieſts, a num'rous train, 

Were in his anger fierce together ſlain. 

And though the king and queen did not 
amend, 

The Lord was pleaſed quickly rain to ſend, 

Leſt ev'ry life ſhould from the land be ſwept ; 

Yet ſtill for Ahab and his houſe he kept 

1 b in ſtore, which ſoon ſhould them 

pPurſue, 

pan i death. their portion be, as juſtly due. 
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But yet the Lord was not by all denied, 
Sev'n thouſand yet had not to Baal cried, 
Nor kiſſed him * inn this was A con- 

ceal'd, 
And to Elijah was not then revealt®; 
Thouſands of children wholly innocent, 
Divine compaſſion would from death prevent. 


But in this dreadful time of ſore diſtreſs, 
When thus the land was full of barrennefs, 
Ahab went forth one way to ſearch the land”, 
And Obadiah on another hand; 10 
Theſe went to ſearch the ann diff dent c 

Ways, 1 
And each the ſprings and valleys well re 
But in this ſearch of forage and of _ 
In Obadiah's route it came to paſs, © 
He met the great Elijah in his way, 
To whom he did all due ſubmiſſion * g 
Was doubtleſs glad to ſee him yet alive, 

And that he did thoſe pinching years furvivez 
Elijah then bid Obadiah bring OR 
Theſe tidings to his maſter, Iſr'el's _ 
That he had met Elijah in his way, A 
Who bade him in his name to Ahab ſay, 


| = I Kings NME. 18. Chap. xVith 5+ ” Ver. 7. 
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(When he return'd) behold Elijah's here“; | 
1 Which Obadiah heard with ſeeming fear, 
| As, by his anſwer thus it may appear; 

The king for thee has ſought (at = ex- 
| Pence); 2 

In ev'ry kingdom: round * Alia 

And ,ev*ry, King, in folemn oarh hath bound, 

That in his nation thou couldſt not be found; 

What have I finn'd *,. or where do I offend, 

That thou wouldſt me on ſuch an errand / 

x 505 ſend? ag} 

To tell the +I that thou wilt ſee his Pry 
When God may fend thee to another place*; 
And when he comes and finds thee not, then I, 
Muſt by the angry king expect to die; 

The Lord“, faid he, thy ſervant greatly fears 
And ſure the ſame K, me hath reach'd thy 
mee 
How much 1 ſtrove * e 150 to ſave, 
One hundred fed, by fifty in a cave; 
When Jezabel, all Iſr'el ſearching round, 
To cruel death devoted all the found. 
Then, did Elijah eaſe his fearful mind, 
And with the uſual terms his purpoſe bind, | 


n Kings xvith, 8. d Ver. g. 
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As lives the Lord — I'll ſhew myſelf to day *, 
Then Obadiah ſtraight purſu'd his way, 
And told his maſter: where he late had been, 
And how Elijah's Fog his wond'ring 0 had 


ſeen, 


That if to ſee him, Ahab v was inclin'd, 

He there might go, and there the prophet 
find : . | 

Then both together went unto. the place, 

And there king Ahab ſaw Elijah's face, 

And while the prophet did before him ſtand, 

Art thou the man that troubleth Iſr'el's land* ? 

Said the rude king—the prophet thus reply'd, 

I have not troubled Iſr'el, but the pride 

Of thy anceſtors and of thee forſook 

The juſt commandments of the Lords, and 
took 


Baalim to worſhip : from our holy law 


You lead the people, whom you keep in awe, 
Then plainly told him of his groſs offence, 
And Jezabel's audacious inſolence 

In feeding of Baal's prophets at her table, 

Which then to juſtify he was not able; 


* 1 Kings xviii, 15. Ver. 17. t Ver. 18. 
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Then ſaid Elijah, let them all appear, 
For they are many, I alone am here *, 
Then let the king appoint a certain day, 
And for themſelves at firſt a bullock ſlay, 
And on the altar let the ſame be laid, 
Upon the wood, — (but not the fire convey'd) 
When this is done, let me perform the ſame, 
And let each call upon his God by name. 


They all ſhall call on Baal with one accord, 


And J alone will call upon the Lord; — 

The God that anfwers then by fire ſhall be 
Acknowledg'd God“: — to which they did 
And when Elijah did in this ſucceed, 

The king ſent meffengers* away with ſpeed, 
And all the prieſts of Baal far and near, 


Call'd to the wond'rous conteſt with the feer, 

And fulteight hundred of them did appear. 

Mount Carmel was agreed: to be the place®, 

Where they mould come together face to 
face, 

And —— when met, each fide their God to 
try, 


Where Baal was with 18 to vie, 


24 10. * 52 „„ : | 
* 1 Kings xviii. 22, Ver. 21. * Ver. 20. 
I Ver, 19. * Ver. 20. 
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That all the multitude at once might ſce, | 
What the event of this diſpute would be, | | 
The worſhippers of God, and Baal, came 

there, 
Before the king, .and prophet, to appear, | 
Elijah then the people thus addreſs'd, | 
And thus the purpoſe of his heart expreſs'd, | 
How long halt ye, — or two opinions own ", 
He who is God ought to be ſerv'd alone, 
If then the Lord be God, let him be hallow' d, 
If Baal be God, let Baal alone be follow'd ; 
To which the people anſwer'd not a e 9 
But ſilence gave conſent, with one accord. 
Then firſt of all the prieſts of Baal began, 
At their own altar to purſue the plan; 
Their bullock flew, and, on the altar laid 
Upon the wood, — then to their idol pray'd, 
Invok'd him loudly, but he could not hear“, 
Nor on their altar did by fire appear, | 
But yet they call'd and cry'd, in great diſtreſs, 
With ſhame, and horror, mixt with bitterneſs z 
Like frantick people, weary of their lives, | 
They cut themſelves with lancets and with xn 

Knives; 


1 Kings xviii. 21, » Ver, 20. Ver. 26. 
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They cry d, O hear us Baal, but cry'd in vain, | 
Then rav'd, and cry'd, and cut themſelyes 

again; , 
Elijah then, to move the liſt'ning crow'd, ö 
Bid all the prieſts of Baal, to cry aloud ?, 
Perhaps he ſleeps, and muſt awaken'd be, 
Or elſe engag'd in talking, — or elſe he, 
Is on his journey, or purſuit. The ſeer 
Did thus the fancied godhead's pow'r jeer; 
And being fill'd with zeal, did not refrain 
With bitter taunts to aggravate their pain, 
He then built up an altar with twelve ſtones, 
By which he all the tribes of Jacob owns *; 
Thereon his wood he laid, and ſacrifice, 
And to his friends and ſervants next applies, 
To make ſome trenches alſo in the ground, 
Which might the new-built altar quite fur- 
© ” round, 
| Then ordered water to be quickly ſought, 
And to this altar for his purpoſe brought, 
And ſome to fetch it very quickly went, 
Prompt with the hopes of ſeeing the event, 
And brought it to him where Elijah ftood, 
Who pour'd it on the altar, and the wood *, 


1 1 King: xviii. 27. Ver. 31, 32, 33. Ver. 33. 
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Four barrels full, three times he thus be- 
ſtow'd, 
Upon the facrifice and on the wood, 
Till all the trenches full of water flow di, 
This candid meaſure prov d a guard com- 4 


plete, 
Againſt all imputation of deceit, 
Which might ſo great a miracle defeat, 
That Iſr'el might again to God return, 
For whoſe departure he did often mourn, 
That fo the Lord might have his juſt renown, 
And Baal be for ever overthrown. 
Thus did Elijah as he was infpir'd, 
And when all was prepar'd as he deſir'd, 
He then with fervour lifted up his cry, 
To Abram's, Iſaac's, Iſr'el's God, on high, 
Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that Iſr'el may, 
Acknowledge thee ; thus did the prophet 
pray: 
Whole pray'r was heard, God fem. before their 
__ eyes, 
Fire from above, which burnt his ſacrifice, 
Lick'd up the water which around it ſtood, 7 
And did conſume the altar and the wood /. 


© 1 Kings xviil. 35. Ver. 37, » Ver. 38. 
All 
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All this the multitude around him ſaw, 
And on their faces fell with ſolemn awe, 
hich being done, they own'd with one con- 
N E 
he pow'r was God's, and he omnipotent, 
he Lord is God“, the Lord is God, they cry, 
= holy prophet being rous'd thereby,” - | 
roclaim'd aloud, Take Baal's prophets hence, 
To reſcue? one admit no vain pretence, 
All that were preſent there, — the people took, 
And then wy brought rin down to > Kiſhon 
brook.” 
Ahab with grief ſaw this petforin'd, no a6ubi; 
But could not hinder what they were about ; 
And there they all were by the prophet ſlain, 
Yet numbers of them doubtleſs did remain, 
Who by their abſence then were left alive, 
But did not long the others fate ſurvive, 
Though judgment linger, as with leaden heels, 
Its iron hands, at laſt its ſtrength reveals. 


Thus was Baal's worſhip very much ſuppreſt, 


The common people ſoon their ſins confels'd, 
(But ſuch who did idolaters remain, 
Were after by the ſword of Jehu ſlain — 


* 1 Kings xviii. 39. Ver. 40. 2 Kings x. 25. 
{A Theſe 
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Theſe things tranſacted with no ſmall ſurprize, 
The prophet did king Ahab next adviſe, 
To eat and drink, and not from food refrain, 
Becauſe, ſaid he, there is a ſound of rain⸗; 
Then to the top of CarmeP's mount he went, 
From thence his ſervant ſome what farther ſent 
Nearer the ſea, to make an obſervation, - 
If in the air, he faw-an aheration, 

Or found the clouds beginning to ariſe, 
Or any ſigns of rain around the ſkies, 
Who ſoon return'd without the hopes of rain; 
But ſoon his maſter ſent him out again, 
And when return'd, his anſwer was the ſame, 


Seven times he ſent him”, when at laſt he 
came, 


And ſaid he ſaw a b towards en 
Which was ſo ſmall, to him it ſeem'd to be, 
In his appearance, ſomething like a hand, 
Which gave the prophet ſoon to == 
That God was ſending rain to bleſs the land. 
Go up to Ahab now, ſaid he, and ſay, 1 


Prepare thy chariot, hafte thee ſoon away, 
That o the rain * not 5 journey ſtay“. 


v7 it V7 „ - 
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- But yet he bore the ſeer no true regard, - 
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The riſing clouds made Ahab ſoon. believe, 
Ang this advice, for his own good, receive ; 


Nor thought him worthy of the leaſt reward, p 
Yet knew he was the ſervant of the Lord. 3 
But ſtill Elijah's God afforded ſtrength, __ 
To run a journey of ſo great a length a 
As Ahab ſwiftly drove, the pious man, 
With girded loins, before him ſwiftly ran, ) 
„ ill near the city of Jezreel they came, 
Gut not perhaps ſo ſwift as nimble fame,) 
Where Ahab ſoon did to his wife relate, 
Baal's prophets death, an unexpected fate, 
And greatly did the loſs of them deplore, 
And laid the blame at poor Elijah's door. 
The haughty queen did this with terror hear, 
And Joon for vengeance did her mind Prepare. | 
Blinded with-fury, ſtupify d with rage, 
(Which nothing but en A n * 
ſſuage) lien paid res 
So weak was "Ek 2 ar to land * 
o tell the prophet, what ſhe did intend, a 
hat: on the morrow, by that time of day, 
She ſurely would this holy prophet we ; 


þþ + 
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And that his life ſhould be like one of thoſe, 
Which he upon Mount Carmel did oppoſe, | 


And cauſed there to be together ſlain ; 
But hearing this he did not there remain, 
And as his caſe admitted no delay, | 
He for the wilderneſs purſu'd his way; 
And there beneath a tree with grief oppreſt, 
Laid himſelf down upon the earth to reſt*, 
And aſk'd to die, and did his caſe bemoan; | 
But there the Lord did ſoon Elijah own,” © © 
And ſent his angel twice with a fupply * 
Of cake and water * : he refreſh'd ty, 
Purſu'd his lonely Walk for forty days, 
Through « _, , rugged, and Cabrera 
ways; 1 541. 
Came to the cave in Horeb's mount 1 che place 
Where Mofes turn'd aſide, and hid his face“, 
When he the buſh had ſeen,) and did appeal 
To him that knew his conſtancy and zeal * ; 
His ſuff ring then bewaiP'd ; and made con. 
feſſion 
Of Iſr'el's fin, and Judah's great tran 


T1 Kings xix, 4 b Ver. 6. i Rxod, iii. 5. | 
2 Kings xix. 10. 
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When he had done, the Lord then gave com. 
mand, 
That on the mount he ſhould Lt him ſtand. 


When there, the Lord before him paſſed by, 


With ſolemn. dread, and awful majeſty ; _ 
And then, he heard a wind that roar'd e 
thunder, , 
Which rent the mountains and the 1 
aſunder ; a 1 
So piercing 250 8 a8 to make | 
The earth to tremble, and the mountains | 
ſhake®. 
And then a fire appear'd, hich doubtleſs flew 
Like lightning's flaſhes in the prophet's view, 
Yer did it not the great Jchovah pleaſe, 
Then to appear in any one of theſe, 
But when they all were Paſt FEM: reach'd his 
+ . ORE 
A ſmall ſtill ons Mi yet diſtin& and clear; 
To which Elijah ſoon attention gave, 
His face wrapt in his mantle; from the cave“, 


Came forth, and in tho catrance ſtood, and 


heard 
Again t the voice of him he loy'd and fear'd ; 


| li Kings xix. 1 11. * . 12. a Ver. 13. 
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What doſt thou here Elijah ? He again, 

Did thus of Iſr'el's wickedneſs complain; 

I haye been jealous for the Lord, ſaid he, 

Becauſe all Iſr'el have forſaken thee, 

Thy: altars broken down, thy prophets ſlain, 

And even J alone alive remain®* ; | 

And my life too they ſeek, that ſo they may, 

With unrelenting hearts take that away. 

Then ſaid the-Lord, ere _ his great 
diſtreſ ' 

Go to Damaſcus by the wilderneſs? ; 

Hazael king of Syria, there anoint ; 

Jehu, the ſon of Nimſhi, I appoint 

The lofty throne of Iſr'el to aſcend, 

To make of Ahab's houſe a total end; 

Anoint Eliſha, Shaphat's ſon, to be 

A prophet alſo in the room of thee, © 

A weighty taſk was this, but yet he went, 

= did the work for whictr he therr was ſent, 

zut to anoint two kings while others reign'd, 

And heirs apparent to their crowns remain'd, 

Might have been conſtru'd treaſon, if ſuf- 
pected, 

But he in this was by the Lord directed, 

And by his pow'r was Dew protected. 


55 1 Kings xix. 14 Ver. 15. Ver. 16. 
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But notwithſtanding Ahab's wickedneſs, 
The Lord remember'd Iſr'el in diſtreſs; 
For king Benhadad with the Syrian hoſt, 
Of horſe and foot invaded Iſr'el's coaſts _ 
Who to ſecure a conqueſt with him brings 
No leſs than thirty-two. confederate kings. 
He to Samaria (Ahab's city) came, 
And with his atmy did beſiege the ſame; 
Sent in his claims to all that Ahab had, 
Who anſwer' d wiſely (though ſo vile and bad), 
The man may boaſt who lays his harneſs by: 


Not he that puts it on, was his reply: 


Then did the Lord to him à prophet ſend, | 
To tell the king, that he would him defend, 
(Though his regard for Iſr'el ſorely was, 

Of his deliverance the only cauſe), _ 
Thus ſaith the Lord, ſaid he, this nds, 


(Which in the land ſo cauſeleſsly intrude) 


Will 1 into thy hand deliver ſo, 

That thou and all the perple here may 
know, 

lon the Lord, 3 whom your bleings | 


flow, 


* 3 Kings 3X. 4. f, 6, 3. | Ver. 23. 
Benhadad 
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Benhadad, being not at all diſmay'd, | 
Drunk with his kings, in his pavillion ſaid, 
Untill noon-day * : then Shore 33 in 
view, Ae 
Of Iſr'el's ſtrength, three Wen wha; - two, 
And ſeek his camp; — he then an order gave 
To his commanders all their lives to ſave® y 
But each bold youth a Syrian ſoldier flew, 
And then ſeven thouſand did the reſt purſue 7; 
Who vanquiſh'd all Benhadad's mighty hoſt, 
Of which he did of late ſo proudly boaſt. 
But then the Cas: who the cauſe was 
Why all their army there was W eee 3 
That Iſr'el's God was ſov'reign of the hills“, 
And therefore Iſr'el had obtain'd their wills; 
That if the battle had been on the plain, 
The Iſr'elites as ſurely had been ſlain, 
That of the vallies he was not the Lord, 
And could not there give vict'ry to the ſword, 
Gathering the forces which did yet remain, 
Benhadad to Damaſcus march'd again ; - 
And there reſolved that the enſuing year, 
He would againſt the Ifr'elites appear; | 


1 Kiogs xx. 16. Ver. 18. „ver. oy, ver. 23. 
All 
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All efforts try*d, he did obtain at length 
An army equal to the firſt in ſtrength. 


The ſeaſon come, and preparations made, 


Again he ventur'd Iſr'el to invade; 
But in his march he did the hills avoid, 
As his laſt army was on hills deſtroy'd, 
And thought a conqueſt certainly to have, 
Where Iſr'el's God had not the pow'r to fave. 
Then came to Aphek, with intent to fight 
The Iſr'elites, when they appear'd in ſight; 


| Who when ny came, and were Ge 


near | 
To their inſulting foes did or appear 


een ſmall flocks of kids nnn on ny 
ground. * J. 


While the proud ee Ald 0 country 
round”, 

But Iſr'el's God was jealous, of, his name, 

And to the Heathens did his pow'r proclaim. 

A man of God to Ahab came and ſaid. 

Becauſe the Syrians did the Lord upbraid?; 


As if in vallies he could not protect, 


(Though he did Ahab and his houſe teje&) 
He would preſerve and fave. again the land, 
And give this multitude into his hand. 


1 7 1 Kings 3x, 27, 4 Ver, 28. 
om Sev'n 
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Sev'n days together thus the armies lay, 
Before the fight began, — then in one day, 
One hundred thouſand Syrians Iſr'el flew, 
The reſt to Aphek haſtily withdrew z 

Full ſeven and twenty thouſand ; where a wall 
Upon them fell, and doubtleſs kilbd them all, 
Benhadad then conceal'd himſelf a while“, 
And then obtained his freedom with a wile*® 
Of tooliſh Ahab; who had then his foe 

A priſoner made, but let him ſafely go. 
Soon after which a prophet to him came, 
And let him know wherein he was to blame, 
And that his life ſhould for the others go*, 
And in procefs of time it proved ſo. 


Ahab had near his palace caſt his eye, 
Upon a vineyard which he fain would buy, | 
Or for another change*,—which Iſrael _ 
Were by the laws of God forbid to ſell ; 

Yet Ahab had the owner Naboth try'd, 
But flatly was by him at once deny'd. 

The king of this ſore diſappointment full, 
Return'd unto his queen, exceeding dull; 
The cauſe of which ſhe very ſoon inquir'd, 
Who quickly told her what he had deſir'd, 


1 Kings xx. 29. Ver. 30. Ver. 32. 
4 Ver. 43. © Kings XXd. I, 2. | 
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And how repuls'd, and by a ſubject too, 


Who ſoon' contrived what ſhe ought would ? 


do; 
Then to him ſaid, Go eat and merry be, 


And I will give the vineyard ſoon to thee *. + 
She then got Naboth taken and ſecur'd, 
And then to trial brought, where ſhe pro- - 
- curd, 
Falſe witneſſes to prove the high offence, - 
Of blaſphemy againſt Omnipotence,  _ 
And Ahab too® ;— this was her TON. 0 
tence. ' 
What they aſſerted, Naboth never.own'd, 
But yet ta death he was unjuſtly ſton d. 


Soon after this, upon a certain day, 
The Lord again did to Elijah ſay, 


Go down to Jezreel, for behold, ſaid he, 
Ahab is gone the vineyard there to ſee®, 


With which poor Naboth's father” 8 bouſs 


were bleſt, 
And he as heir had many years poſſeſt. 
This freſh command he inſtantly obey'd, | 
And found king Ahab where the Lord had 0 
a aid; TY | fy | 
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And drawing near, ſaid with an awful look, - 
Haſt thou both killed and poſſeſſion took“; 
Hear what the Lord hath ſent me now to 1 
Where dogs the blood of N aboth lick'd*, 

| ſhall ithey 30 4 | 
Lick thy blood, even thine : 4 in 
Shall out of Iſr'el extirpated be; Ps 
And they who in the field ſhall chance to die, 
For fowls to eat, ſhall there unbury'd lie; 
And ſuch who in the city ſhall be ſlain, | 
Shall, torn by dogs therein, as dung remain; 
And by the walls of Jezr'el *tis decreed, 
That dogs on Jezabel, thy wife, ſhall feed, 
This Flad ze ſentence Ahab fully knew, 
(As 'twas from God, ) would certainly be true; 
His clothes according to the cuſtom rent, 
And faſting alſo, did his caſe lament, 
And ſoftly walk; dv, but yet it is not ſaid, 
Ahab repented, or that Ahab pray d- 
'T was then too late; the fixed puniſhment, 
All his dejection could not then PIFYEnt 5. 
But this ſubmiſſion then ſo far e 
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He to the prophet ſaid, Doſt thou not ſee, 
How Ahab humbleth now himſelf to me? 
Go tell kim then, the evit which I fad 
Should on his houſe aſſuredly be laid, , 
Shall not in his 0 own days be brought, (vith 


_ tpeed) 
Dus! in his 700 „ who my his throne ſucceed 


Three ” had Ahab . ee in So 
In which the Syrian war with him did ceaſe 3 
But Ahab then propoſed war to make, 
His city Ramoth-Gilead to petake'y | | 
And to Jehoſhaphat again he ſaid; - 
Wilt thou go wich me ? But he ſeem' d afraid, 
Vntefs they firft the mind of God could know, 
If he approv'd, he would conſent to go. 
Four hundred prophets they-together-call*, 
To know the mind of God they Keek of all, 
Whether they hould to Ramoth- Gilead go, 
Fo fight againft the Syrians then, or no. 
They all ſaid, Go; agreeing in the thing, 
That God would give the city to the king; 
But Judah's King ſtill doubting, and afraid 
To On dee to Ahab ne ſaid, 


1 equid 47 
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Is there no other prophet of the Lord, 
That we of him may alſo hear his word * 2 
Ahab rephy d, there is another ret, 
Micaiah, Trdlah's ſon, but him 1 Hate; wet 1 
Who never prophefied good to me, n 
But always evil things; let not, faid he, © 
E he King fay 16* ;— but let us for him ſend, 
Which being 46H, The came and did lutend; 
Then they of hin inquired a8 before, N 67 
And he reply'd the fame; (but then no more) 
And alſo gave theſe kings to underſtand, 
Ramoth ſhould oon be pur in Ahab's Hand, 
(Thus ſaid he chen, is if he would” deceive, 
Though ſoon would make them cherte 
believe 
For being further pteſs-d, he that revers'd, 
And aid I faw all Iſrael diſpers' rb. 5 
And ſcatter d on the hills like TOES. 
ſheep, | 5 pee 74 Þ 171191 on 7 
No e thepherd ate left them there to keep; 7 
Theh aid the Lord, All theſe no 225 
ave, | , 
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How Jong, ſaid Ahab, Wall I, thee Bare | 
To ſpeak. the truth to me Rune '1 
Then did Micaiah thus. his, viſion own, 
1 faw the, Lord exalted, on his throne, 
And all the hoſt of heay n on either ow | 
Around him there, in proper order ſtand, [ 
Then faid. the Lord, who f Hall I ſend that will | 
Ahah, perſuade ”,— (my,purpoſe to fulfil) | 
To go to Ramoth ? 7. (that he there, warfen 
A- ſpirit then came forth before them all, 
And ſaid, Tn go, the prophets to deceive, : 
A lying ſ pirit, be, (which, they Il believe), 
Then {aid the Lord, perſuade, him and prevail 
F Go do i it chen“ 3 who went and did not fail; ; 
Know then, ſaid he, the Lord hath put alie 
Into the mouth of each”, that ſtandeth by. 


Four hundred prophets ſearcely this da 
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And no h their . appear ; 
For Zedekiah being chief of thoſe, 3 
Did ſmite Metab. and his words oppoſe, . 
But this true prophet's anſwer clearly ſhow'd, 


That the 
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And told bim "what ſhould him! befall, when X 
fear, Wit 
In the approaching danger ſhould be near; ; 
That in his friglit for ſafety he'd 3 
And in an 1 innef chamber there would tage”; | 
But Ahab's mind with! fury avitated, 
To priſon ſent the propher® which he hated ; 
Where bread and water ſhould his life ſuſtain, 
Both of affliction, and ſhould chere remain, 
Till he in peace returned home again. | 
If thou in peace return again, ſaid he, 
The Lord (my God) hath never ſpoke by me*; 
Ahab would not the prophet's word ee 
But in the other prophets did believe; * 
To which alſo Jehoſhaphat inclinꝰd. | 
TY march'd to > Ramorh®, na: mal forces 
join'd. ; 8 8 
N Ahab was ; diſpuiſed i in the 1 
And king Jehoſflaphat appear'd in fight, -- 
In royal robes* ; him God deſign'd to ſave ; ; 
The king of Syria this order gave, | 
Neither with ſmall or great to urge the fight, 
On Un we 1 0 ___ ore their might; q 


= 
MO0OW 4 014.44 2 13580 10 


2x _—_ XXi1, 25. > Ver. 7). Ver. 28. 
yer. 29. e 1 


* N 2 Jeho- 


— 


And puſh upon him- hard, 17 ſobjects croud: 1 


Was Jigk'd Sy dd: as there the-h4riot Hoods, | | 


EY Ree es — 2 — = 
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Jehoſhaphat the Syrians quickly ſee, :... - ., if 

And ſeen, they deem him Iſr' &l's king to 
be*;. 


Jehoſhaphat for help, beſonght aloud : | 
The error known, no more the foes; purſue, 
But, one his bow then at a venture drew, 
And Ahab ſmote; 5 who. to his driver ſaid, 3 
Fm wounded, tufn aſide ; bur map afraid, "1 
If this was knowny hig hoſt auld be dift 1; 
may zd; 21308 716i 25699 ai non $ 
And there they beld him up in fight a alter F 
That he thereby both armies might beguile; k 
But death.appreaching, home he ſtrove: to ride, 
Yet of his wand upon the, way Re. dy d. it 
Samaria's pool -xeceiv?d,chis arms and car, 
To cleanſe them after this e eee J 


And as Elijah prophefy'd; his blood 


; *v87 OY bing b boo mid :; 2900 


Such was the impious Ahab's fefulend, 
And Ahaziah did his throne aſeendz - 
Who:by-a fall was hurt, and did deſire, 

Of Baal- zebub, Ekron's God, t' inquire, 
Fa oY} ? x5 25 I Air 3902 1 * 
f 1 Kings u . E Ver. 38. 

is! ® Whether 


[97 J 
Whether he ſhould recover then or die“, 
But God with: him was much n 6 
i, thereby. 95,109 {1.420 p. 7 mod o. 
And to Elijah by an angel *. D 919 VW 
(That he their meſſage might thereby prevent,) 
To meet the men, and ſend em back again, 
Becauſc of him inquiry was in van, 
Is there no God in Iſrael, that gͥe g 
Would now to Ekron amg me? 
Go tell the king, the bed where he doth lie, 
He ſhall not leave, but there ſhall ſurely die“. 
The king diſpleaſed at this, a captain ſent, ' 
With fifty armed men, who quickly went, L 
And found Elijah on an eminence z 
O man of God, ſaid they, come down from 
_ thence $4.) 
But he refus'd to come at chats defre, - ; 
Am Ja man of God, faid he, let fire © 
Came down from heav'n, and each of you 
conſume, 
web us. on ee bog 
.. fame; ;; | 
And impiouly -; in | haſte he ſents again 
Another ee with his fifty men“; 
22 Kings i. 24 x ver. z. | x Yer. 4 
Ver. 20. = Ver, 32, 
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* Who in like manner to the 1 


Commanding him in Ahaziah's name, 
To come down quickly; but theſe men again 
Were in like manner in an inſtant ſlain n.. 
Perhaps theſe captains and their fifties fell 
To be a warning then to Iſrae·i.. 
That Ahab's houſe might alſo; clearly fee | 
The pow'r of God not in the leaſt: degree 
Reduc d, or Jeſſenꝰd, but temain'd the fame 
As when their fathers out of Egypt came. 
But notwithſtanding this the harden'd king 
Sent fifty more, commanding them to bring 
ne but * N * 
fer onde 0s nv. {ji} hoayot bu A 
Went up wok did fotimilively. Nad 0 
Proſtrate before him fell, and begg'd oe * 
Would let their lives unto him precious be? ; 
Mov'd with compaſſion, then the angel ſaid, 
Go with them down, and be thou not afruidꝰ. 
By this encouragement Elijah went, 
Along with thoſe whom Ahaziah W * 
And told the king his meſſage from the Lord, 
Which came to pas actording'to his words * 

: *nom nd eid die 1163469 12090nA 

a 2 Kings i 12. *® Ver. 13, 14. Ver. 35- 
ex ; oy a 01 ,5V © But 


24W 1 
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(But Jezebel did Ahab long ſurvive) 
With, ſev'nty ſons, whom Jchu, found alive, 
When he ſlew Joramꝰ to aſſume the throne, 
With all * reſt ©; A 1 ne his 
on dsa 02306479 ei 400 l b 
And babes eee e int 
Torn by devouring dogs'*; the breath'd her lt, 
+ bins bed ed De 1 933 de slis:g 2. 

abe ral Elijah in enim did ſee 
Fulfill'd in part, and ſaw the reſt would bez 
But now the Lord had better things in ſtore, 
For good Elijah, than to witneſs more. 
now proceed in my account to ſa , 
How God in mercy took him hence away y - 
Beholding with compaſſion his diſtreſs, / ' 
In eities, caves, and in the wilderneſs," 
Oft hunger en and Mut n have 

* dy'd, fl 210 4 ' 
Had. not the L Lord his God 1 wants cipply's; 
To earthly comforts and delights a ſtranger, 
Expos'd to hardſhips, ſolitude, and 1 5 
His life a ſtate of real pilgrimage } 
A Rag 4 ws a bleſſing of thi ape, 
: * 23113 O $20h ett Oo 3289 ou) 

12 3 Xe 7. 2 kings! ix. 29. Ver. 33. 
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140 ] 
This God beheld, and ſaw his bitterneſs © 


s 


For Ifr'el's fin, and Ahab's wickedneſs, 


Saw his condition here was ſo forlo rn, 
And deep diſtreſs, no longer to be borne; 
Determin'd ſoon his ſervant to tranſlate, 

From all his ſorrows to a- bliſsful fates; + 


For evermore triumphantly to ſing 


The praiſes of the Lord his God and king. 
And hen the Lord was pleaſed to remove 
This faithful ſervant to the joys above, 
As he before, Eliſna did appoint. 
He ſent Elijah now, him to anoint 
A prophet in his room; * and to ee f. l 
Upon Elijah alfo;ito his end; . 
But when he came, he there Elia e 
Employ'd with oxen, ploughing up the ground, 
And caſt his mantle over him in love; 
Which token of regard his heart did gore. 
With ſtrong affection for the holy ſeer 

Which did by running after him . ; 
But as he follow'd him; he aſk d for this, 
(Before he farther, went) that he might kiſs _ 
His - Father and his mother ʒ then faid he, 
Go back to them, what have I done to thee *? 


f 3 Kings xix. 19, Ver. 20, 
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So he returned .to. his men again, e: gend“ 
And caus'd two of his oxen to be ſlain, 
Which being * 2900 n bail'd the f 
fleſn, | | 
That he . might hey men e 
And burnt the implements which be besobe; 0 
Had often uſed, but now ſhould uſe no more; 
(He being calPd to greater ſervice now, 
Than driving oxen, or of holding \plow ;): - 
He then with haſte: after Elijah: went, 
And;to,continue with him was content; 
But it, by the chronology: appeats e bo 
To be but four, or not above five years, 
On whom he did wich diligence attend. 
Until he knew the time he ſhould aſcend 
And on that ſolemn awfyl,-parting day,» + 
Elijah afc'd Eliſha theve to tag?! -5+ cir - -* 
Behind at Gilgal, for the Lord ſaid he, 
To go to Bethel hath directed me“; 
To hich Eliſha ſoon this anſwet gwes, 
As lives the Lord, and as thy ſoul now Jives, 
I will not leave thee; thus his mind was) 


bent: 331 3/24! Þio 


To which reply Flijah gave conſent, | 
And _ to Bethel —_e together went*, 


12 72 7:4? © SV -* * C 2 £ 4 1 


EY Kings i li. 2, x Ibid. 
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When there, to him the prophets ſons did fay, 
Thy maſter will be tz*en from 'thee to day; 
I know it, ſaid Eliſnha, hold your peace? ;' | 
But yet his proving was not here to ceaſe; 
For then Elijah his regard to try, | 
Or find his views or motive out thereby, 
Or ſee what bleſſings he had hopes to gain, 
That made him willing with him to remain, 
Said tarry here, I pray thee, till I go, 1 4 
For God hath ſent me now to Jericho“; 
Wha anſwer' d then the ſame he did before, 
And was determin'd not to leave him more 
He who forſook his parents and his plow, 
And all his bus'neſs, ge not nes kim 

now; leech 4 911 4 wanker, 1i1nt3 ; 
Nor could be then den as oy 1 
So both for Jericho went on their way Te, 
And there . nn een the 

ſame? * ie $93 6551 (1 91 02 21 

As choſe at Bethel. dia, from Ae they * 
E85 came; eit einn tue bro 1 23vi 2/1 
Who anſwer'd theſe the fame as thoſe Uisbse, 
And bid them * Yu | peace, or ſay n. no 


1 more, 465.1 = Is, >. 4 11 I & #4 | vo 
# 7 — 

, 15 ' * ; . 
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As this he knew before, as well as they, 

And here Elijah aſted him to ſtay, 

Till he to Jordan went“ but this again, 

He anſwer' dias before, and full as men ; 

When he had thus ſo earneſtly reply'd, ' 
1 travell'd on, and came to Jordan's 5 

T6 ide“, 408 1 

And there Elijah did its Rom e 

By ſmiting of it with his mantle*, where 

A way for them to paſs he made appear; 

The parting water fled on either hand, 

And ſtaid a while, as waiting his command, 

Till on ary S ground whey our HUM the 

Raad, of 41 | 

And to the Le fide with ſafety food; 

Then the ſtream receiv'd its wonted r | 

And ſwiftly haſten'd to its uſual courſe :. 

Elijah finding now his end draw nig, 

He to Eliſha did in love apply, 

What ſhall 1 do for thee ? Aſk now, ſaid he, 

Before I'm taken quite away from thee®: | | 

mw he, a8 N An was nen from ung 

below, 0 It 
(F rom #3 ot defires for cy OD fo, 
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L! 
Did not requeſt ſuch treaſure to inherit 
But aſk'd a double. portion of his ſpirit ; 


Hard is the thing, wluch thou defirſt:of: me, 
But yet it ſhall be ſurely granted t hee; 


Reply d Elijah, if unto the ene 
Thy eyes behold me, while l hence aſtend®*; 
As they went on, they ſaw approaching near, 
Horſes and chariot, all like fire appear; 
And then a whirlwind parted them aſunder, 
Which made Eliſha cry aloud with wonder. 
Thus was Elijah taken up to'heavin', 
And then his ſpirit to Eliſha! giv nn 
(Which ſoon appear'd) thus did he ſee aſcend, 
His worthy maſter, and beloved friend; 
Then from him fell his mantle to the ground, 
Which mantle very ſoon Eliſha founc. 
This awful ſight muſt needs affect his mind, 
In twain he rent t his nay alone was left 
behind. ds 3708 ni bib gl 1— 07 ot 
But in id quickly felt * 
That holy gift which in Elijah e * N 


That bleſſed ſpirit/ now his foul poſſeſs d, 
With which indeed he was divinely bleſs'd; 


Eliſhia then a prophet did commence, 
And ſo e wad in an awful ſenſe | 
e .vY : cF.9Y > ,@.Uagnat? 


10 8 2 Kings i i, 10. b Ver. 13. of 
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Of-theſe events, and doubtleſs filbd with 
thanks ; ; 

He ſoon return'd again to] ondad! 8 "YR 

And with the mantle did the waters ſmite*, 

As was before performed in his ſight 

By good Elijah with it that ſame day, 

When they together paſſed on the way: 

Where is the Lord, Elijah's God? he cry'd; 

On which the waters did again divide, 

And he with equal ſafety paſs'd the ſtream, 

And to the prophet's ſons directly came. 

Theſe were in number fifty, and had been 

Where they together had the prophets ſeen, 

When they by Jordan ſtood® : they ſoon con- 
teſs'd 

Elijah's ſpirit did upon him reſt, 

And bow'd themſelves!', and aſk'd for leave 
to ſend | 

Some able men to find their worthy friend, 

He diſapprov'd; yet did at laſt aſſent, 

And fifty men to ſeek Elijah went, 

But found him not. Eliſha ſtaid to ſee 

At Jericho what their ſucceſs would be. 


' 2 Kings ii, 14. Ver. 7. IVer. 15. 
0 ' 


L 46 
ll Thus was remov'd from earth as great a 
1 ſeer, acc 

As e' er perhaps did to mankind appear: 
Thus ended here his work: and thus began 
The * ſervice wy as great a man. 
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PART THE SECOND. 


"The ARGUMENT, 


Eliah ge! aſcended, Eliſha comes. to, 1 
richo; the ſons of the prophets there 
perceive he poſſeſſes the ſpirit of Elijah — 
they complain their waters are not good, 
and their land barren — he heals their wa- 
Sr — comes to. Bethel, is mocked by 
0 hildren, he curſes chem, and thereupon 

to bears come, 700 deſtroy forty-two of 
} them. — Moab: rebels | againſt Iſrael, and 
* Jchoran, perſuades. Teholbaphar, king of 
= Judah, and the king of Edom, to join him 
; O 2 in 
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in war againſt him—they march ſeven days 
into the wilderneſs — there want water, and 
are in great diſtreſs — the three kings go 
to Eliſha — he reproves the king of Iſrael, 
Hut reſpects Jehoſhaphat — ſeeks the Lord 
for them, and foretels a ſupply of water 
{| by the morning. — They make ditches, 
| Which are filled. The Moabites deceived 
by the appearance thereof, come down to 
#5 them — are overthrown, and chaſed into 
their own land. Eliſha comes to Bethel ; 
where a prophet's widow, in diſtreſs for 
| debt, applies to him — ſhe having only 
Il a cru of oil left, he directs her to borrow 
1 veſſels — then ſcauſes the dil to flow till 
; all are filled; the oil is ſold to pay the 
| debt, &c. — Eliſha paſſing by Shunem, is | 
obſerved. by. E worthy. woman, who per- 9 
ceiving him to be a man of God, prevails | 
nw on her huſband to build him a room, which 
þ becomes his lodging. Eliſha, ſenſible of 
I; their Kindneſs, aflæs of her what ſhalt be done 
for her — ſhe refuſes his offers — he Aae 
| "The has no child; foretels her having. 
>fotr—Who,' when he becomes a lad, is taken 
| Aill and dies, but is reſtored by Eliſha to 
I life. — He comes to Gilgal in the time of 
1 dearth; the prophet's ſons there prepare 
g * pottage with poiſonous herbs We he” hols 
the pottage,” and preſerves their tives = he 
1 feeds one hundred of them with twenty ſmall 
| | barley loaves, and ſome unthrefhed corn, ' 
| _30& has to ſpare — —he heals Naaman of his 


leproſy, 


'T 4 
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away in ſafety — Benhadad befieges 
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leproſy, and refuſes his preſents ; but Ge- 


hazi covets ir, and by a lie obtains part of 
it: Eliſha diſpleaſed, cauſes the leprofy of 
Naaman to cleave to him. — The prophets 
ſons preparing for a building, prevail with 


Elifha to go with them to the banks of Jor- 
dan to fell trees — one lofes his axe- head, 
which the prophet cauſes to ſwim. — Ben- 


hadad king of Syria, continving to invade 
Iſrael, is often diſconcerted Eliſha diſ- 
covets his deſigns, which Benhadad being 


informed of, meditates revenge on Eliſha, 
and being informed he is at Dothan, fends 
armed men to ſeize him — at Eliſha's prayer 


they are ſtruck with blindneſs — he then de- 
ceives them, and leads them to Samara 
- their eyes are then opened — Jehoram begs 


leave to ſlay them, but Eliſha refuſes, and 
cauſes the king to feed them, and ſend them 
Samaria, 
and cauſes a dreadful famine — Jehoram 
blames the prophet for it, and ſeeks his 
death — he foretels great plenty on the mor, 
row; the enemies being ſurpriſed” in the 
night by hearing the noiſe of armed men and 
chariots, fly and leave their tents and provi- 


ſions — the city ſupplied thereby — Eliſha 


foretels a ſeven years famine ; warns his 
good friend the Shunarnite to flee from ir 
at her return her land is poſſeſſed by ano- 
ther, who refuſes to reſtore it; ſhe applies 
to the King — he hearing then by Gehazi, 
that Eliſha had reſtored, her fon to life, re- 
93 covers 
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covers her, poſſelion—Eliſha being at Da- 
maſcus, Benhadad ſends; N azael to him to 

inquire if the king. meuſd recover — he 
prop heſies of his 3 and that :Hazael | 
ould ſucceed: him, and be cruel to Hrael. 

The prophet ſends. a young prophet to 
Ramoth to anoint Jehu king of Iſrael; 
who ſoon after ſlays Jezebel and the ſeventy 
ſons of Ahab, and the kings of Iſrael and 

3 Judah, and their 3 and all Baal's 


_., worſhippers, and deſtroys his - houſe and 


 idols—Eliſha is taken —4 and king Joaſh 
comes to ſee him, and weeps over him; he 
foretels his ſubduing the Syrians — Eliſha 
dies, and is 1 and another mantis 
laid in the ſame grape, and his body touch- 


ing the hones alla. „the W E 


and ſtands upon his feet. 
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LI J A H's faithful miniſtry. now ends 
And be bee Wer to heav'n 1 
cends . 5 n hn e 
At i Kc three days Eliſha 1 IT 
To ſee the men return; who divers ways 
With care had: wing es the mountain and the 
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The. people there;perceiv'd-Eliſha'bleſt, 
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22 1 4411 01 at 5Uiops bi. 11. Da- 1 $344d 11.4 3 (2) 
0 | 2 0 | As 


L 151 ] 


As tot a prophet: they to him apply'd 
For that, by which his miſſſon would be try'd + 
They told him, that their city pleaſant ſtobd, 
But that their waters there were never good; 
And that the land was barren; Then, ſaid he, 
Bring a new cruſe, and in it ſalt to me“; 
And then he with them went unto their ſpring, 
And in their preſence there the ſalt did fling: 
Thus ſaith the Lord, 1 have La waters ; 
.. heal'd*, | 10 | 
Pi lo your land rich "DUDE crops mall yield. 
Which doubtleſs Feen true; and thus the: | 
Lord ä 2 11 f Dont 
Did to his next attempt ſucbeſt afford. 
Him, as ſoon after he to Bethel went, 
Some children met, on youthful folly bent, 
And mocking, ſaid, Go up chou bald head, 
Got; £3110? 
At which the prophet was diſpleaſed ſo, 
He curſed them; * ſtrait two N were 
ſent, % 4 | og i 11! ocz! 
Who -forty-two of them in pieces rent. 
All mocking then let giddy youth avoid, 
For which ſo many were at once deſtroy'd ; 


> 2 Kings ii. 20. © Ver; 21 ver. 23. 
1 Who 
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Who ſuffer'd thus ſeverely: for their crime, i 
To be a warning to the end of time. 
Soon after this did Moab's king's robel | 
Againſt Jehoram, king of 1irael, 1 
(The fon of wicked Ahab) who ot reign's, 
And who to king Jehoſhaphat complain'd, 
That; Moab's king againſt him had debe de 
And from him had his uſual tax withheld"; © 
And-aſk'd the king of Judah him to join, 
With whom the wo of Edom TO com- 

| dine. | 
\ T @ which: 138 too e inclin'd; f 
| And ſoon their forces they together join'd ; 
| Then'thfough the wilderneſs together went, 
(The knowledge of their 9 to * 


4avent;): Ito ro | 
And. having ſpent; fev'n a in marching 
round, 


They came where water p UE WP VAEY 
So many cattle, ſuck an hoft of men, 

Upon their march muſt ſorely want it. then 
But where to find it, as no ſpring — 
None of them knew, e 1 increaſed 
their fear. 


Leg, if, 5 er „ 
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The king of Iſrael then cry'd out alas“, 
That God ſhould W 50 ad a Frey to 
paſs, wht Vi £3 | 

To call three Kiags ge in a Fan 
And then to give them into Moab's hand'! 
All this they fear d, and Weg deſtruction 

1 nigh, 1 6 Lit HD: 
Unleſs the Lord their God did chem ſupply: 
Which was the way, Fehoſhaphat then thought 
Help mightcbe had, if he was truly ſought; 
This hint he gave, expreſſing his deſire, 
And therefore for a prophet did inquire. 
He ſoon was of Eliſha told, and where 
He might be found: but yet it don't appear 
How far the diſtance was from his abode, 
But all the kings in chariots (doubtleſs) rode; 
And to the prophet they together went, 
To aſł for counſel: tho * en * A 

ſent, 40 iq 

The preſent ho bakiſd al thar "AH 
And made them each as humble then as great. 
But happy thoſe who are ſo truly wiſe, 
As firſt to ſeek the Lord, that no ſurprize - 
May in their enterprizes them attend, 
When God is both their counſellor and friend ; 


2 Kings iii. 10. 


I | Far 
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For all mankind who act by his direction, 
May be aſſur'd of counſel and protection; 
But when his counſel is not early ſought, 
Such men are often to diſtreſſes brought. 
Andi to prbeted, the prophet feeing there 
Jehoram, with the other kings appear, 
Diſlik'd his preſence ;—What have L, ſaid he- 
Unto Jehoram, now to do with the? 
Go ta thy father's: prophets to inquire, 
Or: of thy mother's prophets help deſire. |: 
Nay, ſaid the king to him, but we are three, 
Two ather kings in danger now with me, 


Of falling into Moab's hand, and thought 


That ſome 274 nn ine for us be: - | 
por fis ib 34 t woH 

But by the . a was inply's, | 

All favours wert on his-account deny'd ;- _ 

As lives the Lord, tha God 1 ftand before, 

Did not Jehoſhaphat his help implore, 

I'd not toward thee look, nor fee thy -'] 


Sa much rejccted then, was Ahab's race; 
So much Jchoram treated with AS 


It can't be ſaid Jehoram in his heart 


Did from the 1 80 or from his laws. depar, N 


— 


9 


3 2 King i ili. 13. bs ver. 14. 


He 


FE ss 

Ne being! ledl in blindneſs all his days, 

And taught to love his parents wicked ways; 

But yet compaſſion for the people wrought 

Upon Eliſha, that the Lord he ſought. 

A minſtrel now was ps 1 with loud ac- 

claim, 1 8 | 

He weonelrd the hap 2 vid d- for anſwer 
came: 

T wh faith the Lord, aid he, make erm 

| there, 

Which ſhall be filbd, and yet no rain FT 

And then the prophet gave the Kings to know 

That Moab ſhould ſuſtain an overthrow ; 

And all their fenced cities ſmitten be, 

Stopt up their wells, and felPd each , 

a: tree ©0511 1. a 

As this prediction fully was believ'd, 

Their miads were from the _ fears 
With che vas Bg they return'd in haſte, 
Which were with joyful raptures then em- 

brac' d 5 10 

By all the multitude; who quickly made 

Ditches for water, as the n Lad. 


— / 0 
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When this was done, they took à ſhort repoſe, 
But when betimes they in the morning roſe, 
To ſacrifice, water from Edom came, 
And ſoon it fill'd the een with the Area”, 


N 7 * e { , 4 
1111 77 83 


But which the Moabites had — by * 
That theſe three kings were all to battle come, 
They ſoon collected all their men for fight, 
But when they came, where waters were in 

ſight, 91111 
The riſing ſun;then ſhining on it bright, 
Reflecting red, they thought the water blood, 
Which they ſuppos'd an omen for their good; 
And ſaid, Each king hath now the other ſlain, 
That ſo much blood doth on the earth remain. 
Now Moab to the ſpoil', with haſte, they cry 
And puſhing on apace, as they drew nigh, 
They found their great miſtake, for Iſrael, 
Judah, and Edom, all upon them fell: 
Smote, routed, and purſu'd: all Moab's band, 
And drove them forward, even to theif land; 
Spoiled their cities, fell'd their goodly trees, 

W vu their wells, and filled by wot 
019 1H t 1998497 104; ebe 


m2 Kings | 20, | Ver. 22. Ver. 23. 
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Their 
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Their land with ſtones” ; when this was fully 
_ o'er, 

The Manne return'd to tow no more, 


Eliſha next to | Bethel went, We think g 
A widow of a prophet's ſon drew near, 
In great diſtreſs, and grief, unto him cry'd, 
And told her caſe, that fince her huſband:dy'd, 
The cruel creditor her ſons would ſell, 
And they to pay the debt as ſlaves muſt dwell : 
She told him alſo of her huſband's zeal, 
For which ſhe to his knowledge did appeal*. 
He'aſk'd her then, what in the houſe was left, 
Or if ſne were of ev'ry thing bereft; 
One ſingle cruſe of oil ſhe then complain' d, 
Was all that of her houſnhold ſtore remain'd. 
He bade her then Xo what The ſaid Was 

true) | | 4 * 

To borrow empty veſſels not a n 2 
Then ſhut themſelves within the houſe* to be 
From interruption or difturbance free; 
Then to pour out the oil, thoſe veſſels fill, 
And as they Wanted more to borrow ſtill. 


P2 Kings iii. 5. Chap. iv. 14. Ver. 2. 
Ver. 4. 


P This 


66 1 
When this was done, they took a ſhort repoſe, 
But when betimes they in the morning roſe, 
To ſacrifice, water from Edom came, 
And ſoon it fill'd the een with the dream“ 


mol une on! „ OREN: 

But when the Moabites had whe by Sadie 
That theſe three kings were all to battle come, 
They ſoon collected all their men for fight, 
But when they came, dete waters were in 

ſight, 99115 
The riſing ſun then ſhining on it bright, 
Reflecting red, they thought the water blood, 
Which they ſuppos'd an omen for their good; 
And ſaid, Each king hath now the other lain, 
That ſo much blood doth, on the earth remain. 
Now Moab to the ſpoil*, with haſte; they cry; 
And puſhing on apace, as they drew nigh, 
They found their great miſtake, for Iſrael, | 
Judah, and Edom, all upon them fell: 
Smote, routed, and purſu'd: all Moab's band, 
And drove them forward, even to theit land; 
Spoiled their cities, fell'd their goodly trees, 
t n their wells, and filled by _— 
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Their land with ſtones? ; when *. was fully 
o'er, | 
The Moabites return'd to 5 no more. 


Eliſha 1 next ct: Belk went, a chick . 
A widow of a prophet's ſon drew near, 
In great diſtreſs, and grief, unto him cry'd, 
And told her caſe, that fince her hufband:dy'd, 
The cruel creditor her ſons would ſell, 

And they to pay the debt as ſlaves muſt dwell : 
She told him alſo of her huſband's zeal, 
For which ſhe to his knowledge did appeal*. 
He'aſk'd her tken, what in the houſe was left, 
Or if ſhe were of ev'ry thing bereft; 
One ſingle: cruſe of oil ſhe then complain'd”, 
Was all that of her:houſhold tore remain'd. 
He 'bade her then n what the ſaid was 
true) 
To 8 empty veſſels not a n 2 
Then ſhut themſelves within the houſe* to be 
From interruption or difturbance free; 
Then to pour out the oil, thoſe veſſels fill, 
And as they wanted more to borrow ſtill. 


2 Kings iii. 5. Chap. iv. 1, Ver. 2. 
Ver. 4. 
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This counſel ſhe with gratitude receiv'd, 
Which rais'd her faith and hi to bo re- 
lievd; 91 
The pleaſing taſk ay al c hh ſped, 
And in procuring veſſels did ſucceed 
When thoſe ſhe had were fill'd, * went 
again 
1 o try "a ne z wer attehixit- was 
van; 0 9 19912 35} 5 
And then ths n of 1 a was fſtaid*. 
By ſelling the increaſe the debt was paid ; 
The prophet bid them live upon the Teſt ; 
And n 1 en and her ſons were leſt. 
id f 10 2 F 
Now his! this it fell uped.! a wa 
That he to Shunam paſſed on his way, 
Where dwelt a perſon of no mean eſtate, 
Whoſe wife was much eſteem'd, and ui 
nnn en e em non! 
Who ſaw Eliſna with, a watchful eye, 
As in his travels he was paſſing by; 
Kindly conſtrain'd him there a while to ſtay 
To eat ſome breadꝰ, and reſt him on his way; 


2 Kings iv. 6. Ver. 8. Ibid. 
* 12 , 


2 q Maſter 


„ 
Maſter and ſervant, both her bounty ſhar'd, 
For whom her heart and houſe were well pre- 
par'd ; 
And more than once ſhe aſked them to eat, 
When ſhe beheld them paſſing through the 
ſtreet; 
And on a time, on parting with her gueſt, 
She to her huſband thus herſelf expreſt, 
Now I perceive this is a man of God, 
Who paſſes by ſo frequent on the road, 
Let us for him a little chamber make 
Upon the wall, (and for his maſter's ſake) 
And in it for his next return prepare 
A bed, a table, candleſtick, and chair“; 
(No needleſs things propoſing to provide, 
Nor one thing there for ornament or pride.) 
All which was done, and when the prophet 
came, 
This friendly bed receiy d his weary, frame" ?: 
No mention there of curtains to his bed, 
No curious toilet round his table ſpread, 
No looking-glaſs was placed nigh at hand, 
Nor biſon, ſoap, or water on a ſtand; 


Ns 281 13.4 TD ee DAI en L 
* 2 Kings iv. . Ver. 10. Ver. 11. 
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How plain! how mean it was mn this we 
find, 
He lik'd it well and 7 588 his treatment 
kind.. 

The grateful prophet ber intentions en 
To be fincere, and all ſhe had in view 
Was to be kind to ftrangers in their way: 
Which he was thoughtful how he ſhould repay, 
And therefore ſent Gehazi to invite 

Into his room the worthy Shunammite. 7 
When ſhe came in, and did before him ſtand?, 
In great reſpect attending his command, 
He bade her ſay, (as they had lately ſeen FT | 
How 1 for them her friendly care bad 

n 
What Ban be done for thee ? what friendly 
ef ching? 
Wilt thou be ſpoken for unto the king, 
Or captain of the hoſtꝰ? But ſhe reply d 
In terms by which ſuch favours ſhe deny'd; 
Wich my own people here, ſaid ſhe, I dwell; 
Which clearly ſhew'd ſhe lik'd her ſtation 
well, | 

And rather chofe it than the grand reſort, 
The noiſe and buſtle that attend the court; 


2 Kings iv. 12. d Ver, 13. 1 
er 
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Her huſband's re wa her home ſhe 
choſe, 
To live in comfort; levy, and a ; 
No great preferment ſne for him defir'd, 
No wealth nor honour to be thus acquir'd ; 
They had enough, and with it were content, 
And further offers aiming to prevent. 
She having anſwer'd thus, then turn'd away, 
Gehazi took the liberty to ſay,” 
This woman has no child, her huſband's old“; | 
Which to him was ſo opportunely told, | 
He call'd her back — ſhe coming as before, 
Stood in the entrance of the chamber door, | 
He told her then (or gave her to believe) | 
That by her huſband ſhe ſhould ſoon conceive ; | 
And that ſhe ſhould, after a certain ſpace, © 
A ſon or heir with pleaſure then embrace; | 
Wond'ring ſhe heard the pleaſing prophecy, | 
And begg'd ſhe might not be deceiv'd thereby; 
Nay, nay, my Lord, thou man of God, ſaid 
ite! 10152709 428 
(Or to be plainer ſtill) don't lie to me“; 
When thus ſhe ſaid ſhe modeſtly withdrew, 
And in due ſeaſon found his ſaying true. 


© 2 Kings iv. 14. 4 Ver. 16, 
P 3 A ſon 
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A fon was born, and look'd upon as giv'n, 
By ſignal favour as a gift from heay*n 
As ſuch. received was the lovely boy, + 
Who did by turns their thanks and hopes | 
_ employ, > 
And was ſome years their . and N. 
Joy. n 

But how uncertain is all 3 Nh * | 
How unperceived the approach of death, '  F 
How tranſitory worldly comforts are, 


And ev'ry bleſſing which on earth we ſhare, 
How quickly gone before we are aware | 
This hopeful youth chanc'd in the field to be, 
His father's reapers there at work to ſee; 
Where being ill, he cry'd, My head, my head; 
And then they ſent him ; but where) 
inſtead y 
Of being better ſoon, he hes ans 
Grew. worſe and work - pon his as | 
knees“: | 
All they could do they doubtleſs for Mantryd, 
But yet upon his mother's lap he dy'd*, 
A pinching trial to the worthy pair, 
And worſe becauſe Eliſha' was not there. 


*z Kings iv. 20. Flibid, © 
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The child ſhe laid upon the prophet's bed, 
Then ſhut the door, and to her huſband ſaid, 
A young man ſend me now I pray, that he 
May get an aſs, and quickly go with me“; 
Her huſband giving tacitly conſent, | 
The aſs was ſaddled, and away they went. 
She to her ſervant ſaid, Drive now away, 
Slack not thy riding till I bid-thee ſtay -; 
And to the man of God the mournful dame 
To Carmel's mount at length in ſafety came; 
When they the hill approach'd, and came in 
fight, os 49120 
Eliſha ſaid, Yonder's the Shunammite; 
And bid Gehazi meet her, and inquire, - ' 
If all is well with her; and then defire 
To know if it be ſo with all at home, 
Huſband and child, that ſhe to me is come. 
She anſwer'd, All is well!; (the reſt conceal'd, 
Till to his maſter ſhe the whole reveal d) 
When ſhe arriv'd, and coming to him near, 
Her quick proſtration made her grief appear 
The prophet ſoon perceiv'd ſhe was diſtreſs'd, 
His ſenſe of which he quickly thus expreſs'd's 
Her ſoul is vex'd within her much I ſee, 
And yet the Lord has told it not to me“ 


22 Kings iv, 22, > Ver. 24, Ver. 26. * Ver. 27. 


When 
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When thus a while ſhe had embrac'd his feet, 
She in this manner did Eliſha greet; 
Did I not ſay, when firſt thou ſaidſt to me, 
For all thy care what ſhall be done for thee, 
When thou foretold my having of a ſon, 
(When all my thoughts were loſt of having 

one) | , 
Do not deceive me, did I not e 1 1 
Do not, I pray thee, to thy handmaid lie; 
Did I, my Lord, of thee a ſon defire! ? 
Did Ja favour of that ſort require? 
And here ſhe paus'd —and not a word expreſs'd 
Of death or ſickneſs; this the prophet gueſs'd, 
And ſympathizing with her in her grief, 
Conceiv'd a method to afford relief; 
Then. ſent Gehazi haſtily away, 
The prophet's ſtaff upon the child to lay v. 
Though this was done, it could not pacify 
The painful mother's anxious heart thereby, 
As lives the Lord, and as thou liv'ſt, ſaid ſhe, 
I will not leave (or here depart from) thee®. 
The condeſcending prophet full of pity, 
Attended on her home unto her city, 


Ons : a 3 14 ? | 
12 Kings iv. 16 and 28, ® Ver, 29. Ver. 30. 
- Gehazi 
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Gehazi (being firſt) the work aſſay d, 
And on the child the prophet's ſtaff had laide, 
To raiſe a preſent hope was all its uſe, 
The ſtaff alone could no effect produce. 
But when Eliſha came it did impart 
A ſecret hope and comfort to her heart; 
She knew his int'reſt with the Lord was great, 
As was ſo clearly ſhewn to her of late, 
When this her ſon by miracle was givn, 
And by his pray'rs alone obtain d from heav'n: 
She knew the pow'r that gave her ſon before, 
Could now (though dead) her ſon to life re- 

ſtore. 
Theſe meditations, doubtleſs in dil K 
Gave to her troubled mind a ſolid ſtay. 
And brought her then entirely to depend 
Upon the Lord through her revered friend. 
Gehazi having the command obey d. 
And found the youth was dead, no a | 

ſtay'd ; N f 18 55 
But runing back again (as in a fright) 
He met his maſter, and the Shunammite, 
And told them that the child did not awake, 
There was no voice“, no anſwer could he 

make, 


® 2 Kin 8 iv. 1. „ Ibid. 
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And when they came they found the child was 
dead, 1 27755 

And in the prophet's room, upon his bed*; 

He then went in, and hut the door and | 


1 11 i 


pray'd , F %: 99; | 
And till his fleſh was warm, upon him laid* ; 
And God in 'mercy did his life reſtore, 
Unto his parents healthy as before. 
She then aroſe and took her ſon away, 
To his apartment ſne did him convey; 
Her gratefur thoughts ſo crouded in her breaſt, 
They feaPd her tongue, and could not be 
expreſt. 
Yet doubtleſs after this it was Nerd, 
WA ho utter'd Wx ſhe had c con- 
Sn ff inte 1 nod unge 
This . atk 15 1 
And lov'd the Lord, and walked in his ways. 
As L proceed in king Jehoram's reign: 
She and her ſon will e be e 
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ö dom hence, Elia next to Gugel wen, 5 
Where with ere _ ſome time he 
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La 
Now in the land there was a ſcorching dearth, 


Which had confum'd the product of the earth; 


Eliſha there the prophets ſons to feed, 
A pot of pottage order d then with ſpeed; 
Into the field for herbs one went his way, 
Who fill'd his lap with mer ; [and did not 
| ſtay ; WEIR 27 | h 

But knew not what n were, or * or e 
He nor the reſt, if proper for their food. 
Theſe gourds he ſhred, and caſt into the pot, 
But they who firſt to taſte it had the lot, 
Percetv'd, 4 deadly, * eee nth 


« & & * 


That Kg was ' 10 — to him 8 cry'd; 
Who quickly called for a little meal *, 

And therewith, did the deadly pottage heal: 
Thus was, that holy man, and all the reſt, 
From AAR reading danger greatly bleſt. 


See wy 6 pious liv'd in 6 e 
Who left examples worthy of our praiſe; 107 4. 

{ings plain and mean they only had for uſe, 

ere Wann range to a life profuſe; 4 21 
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In this repaſt there's nothing ſaid of meat, 
. *T'was pottage made of herbs they had to eat; 

But in this ſimple, low, and humble ſtate, 

Theſe prophets beſt upon the Lord could wait, 

His errands run, and follow his command, 

And be as pilgrims in their native land, | 
| To men the ——_ is nnn 0 . 
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The Re next an kindred ib fed, 
With corn in huſk,” and only barley bread; 
Which as a preſent was unto him ſent”; 
With which it was Eliſha's kind intent 
They ſhould be all ſufficiently refreſh'd': 
The loaves but twenty, and the corn 

unthreſh' d. [2-2 3890 4 
His ſervant thought twould not in any wiſe 
So many hungry perſons then ſuffice; | 
And Wen this pittante was before them laid, 
The holy prophet to his fervant faid; © © 
Thus ſaith the Lord, all theſe gs hall 
have, 
And after that there ſhall de woe to leave: 
And through the N 'blefling of the a," "1 


It fatigfy'd chem all, and did afford 


An ayerplus, Og to his n 
o 
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By feeding them a miracle was wrought, 
By which much honour to his God was 
brought. . 

There was in king Benhadad's Syrian court 
Among his nobles which did there reſort, 
One who for wiſdom greatly was eſteem'd, 
And for his martial feats courageous deem'd; 
His name Naaman“, by the king regarded, 
And with the higheſt poſts and truſt rewarded. 
But notwithſtanding this, he chanc'd to be 
Afflicted with a grievous leproſy, 
Which in his poſt he could not well endure, 
Yet knew not how nor where to find a cure. 
But in his houſe a menial ſervant dwelt, 
An Iſra'litiſn captive maid, who felt 
So much compaſſion for him, to expreſs 
Her feeble wiſhes for his happineſs ; 
And as ſhe waited on his wife did tell 
How great - a- prophet was in Iſrael ; 
She wiſh'd him with him, Would to God, 

ſaid ſhe, "9" 
My maſter was but with him, —then would 
Be quickly cured of his leproſy*® ; 


2 Kings v. 1, „ Vere 
Q Which 
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Which Na'man hearing, mention'd to the 
king, 
And when they both confider'd of the thing, 
The Syrian king, wrote Iſr'el's king a letter“, 
Suppoſing he might know the prophet better 
Than this poor captive,—and of him requir'd 
The cure his faithful Naaman deſir d. 
This letter he by Na'man to him ſent, 
Which when he read; his clothes for grief he 
rent; 
Am J a God to kill and make alive? 
Said he to ſome; — ſee how he doth contrive 
To ſeek a quarrel at this time with me, 
To aſk recov'ry of a leproſy“. 
f Had king Benhadad prudently expreſt 
| What *twas he wanted by the ſaid requeſt, 
| That king Jehoram would but recommend 
| Naaman to Eliſha, as his friend, 
| And told him plainly what, he then intended, 
| The king of Iſr'el had not been (offended. 
| But when the prophet all had underſtood, 
| (That all might work together then for good) 
And that the king no longer might reſent, | 


_ _ 


le ſent t' inquire, why he his clothes had rent, 
* And aſk'd that Na'man might be to him ſent, 
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That he might know, and might to others tell, 
There was a prophet yet in Iſrael.“ 


When Na'man had the welcome meſſage 
heard, 
He for his journey very ſoon prepar'd, 
With horſes, chariot, and attendants rode“ 
To where Eliſha's humble dwelling ſtood; 
And there he thought Eliſha to have ſeen. 
When he ſome time had there in waiting been, 
The prophet ſent a meſſenger to ſay, 
Unto the river Jordan go thy way, 
And when thou haſt there waſh'd; and ſev'n 
times been | 
Dipt in the pool; thou ſhalt be pure and clean“. 
This unexpected meffage gall'd his pride, 
At which he turn'd away diffatisfy'd; 
And being wroth, he ſaid, I thought that he, 
When Ito. him apply'd, would come to me, 
And readily on me his hands have laid, 
And to his God for my recov'ry pray'd ; 
Our rivers Abana and Pharpar (ſure 
He thought) as good as Jordan are, as pure; 


1 Kiogs v. 8. Ver. 9. Ver. 10. 
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May not the rivers of Damaſcus well 
Preferred be to thoſe of Iſrael * ? | a 
He doubtleſs thought his dignity and ſtate, 1 
And his retinue, render'd him ſo great, 
The prophet might have ſhewn him ſome 

regard, 

Which he was ready. fully to . 
With this ſuppos'd affront he, in diſdain, 
Turned about, and homeward drove again; 
But (well for him) before it was too late, 
His wiſer ſervants did expoſtulate 
With him the caſe, and thus of him 1 inquir d, 
That had the prophet for the cure required 
Some arduous taſk, would he not then obey, 
And readily ſubmit without delay? 
Why then not rather do a thing ſo mean, 
Only to waſh in Jordan, and be clean??? 
Nought for himſelf, but this was underſtood, 
His maſter's glory, and Naaman's good ; 
This ſoft addreſs, and dutiful reſpect, 
Which they diſcover'd, had its wiſh'd effect. 
Then as advis'd, to Jordan's pool he went, 
Sev'n times he dipt, and joyful the event, 


b 2 Kings v. 8. Ver. 18: Ver. 13. 
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According as the man of God had ſaid, 
A miracle was wrought — a cure was made. 
When thus his leproſy was waſh'd' away, 
Naaman- to the prophet bent his way, 
Acknowledging in Iſr'el's God alone, 
Such pow'r miraculous of healing ſhone. 
And to Eliſha would his bleſſing give, | 
(Or rather gifts) which he could not receive. | 
As lives the Lord, before whom now TI ſtand, | 
I'll not; ſaid he, receive it“ at thy hand: 
The gifts of God to men are always free, 
And that the holy prophet let him ſee ; 
But as the gifts of men are bought with gold, 
They're to the people very dearly fold: 
He then requeſted earth, two mules to load“, 
To build an altar on to Iſr'el's God; | 
(Suppoſing God no- ſacrifice would own, - 
(But from the earth of Iſrael alone) 
Becauſe thy ſervant will henceforth no more, 
In my devotion other gods adore“, 
He being only God®, ſupreme and wiſe, 
To whom I ſhall in future ſacrifice?; 
But in this thing the Lord yet pardon me, 
When by my office Pm conſtrainꝰd to be 


—— 2 
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Attendant on the king, ,when he ſhall go 
Into the houſe of Rimmon, — I alſo 
Bow down myſelf to him ; in this one thing, 
The Lord thy ſervant pardon — as the king 
| Leans on my hand, og with him I muſt go, 


Though Iſr'el's be the only God I know?. 
(Thus many own a God they'll not obey, 
And wilfully for lucre run aſtray, 

Suppreſs conviction ta retain their pleaſure, - 
And fell their inward peace for outward, * 
treaſure) | | 
On this the prophet made no obſervation, 
But, Go in peace; their uſual ſalutation. 


| Gehazj, who with luſtful eye had'view'd 


The glitt'ring baits his maſter had withſtood ; 


Thus argu'd — If Eliſha had not ſpar'd 


Theſe proffer'd gifts, I had the bounty ſhar'd; 
As lives the Lord, I'll ſomething of him take, 
And ran with ſpeed the greater haſte to make, 
T” overtake the driving che but Na' man's 
eye, 
Was quick enough, his coming to eſpy. | 
Alighting from his chariot him to meet, 
And for his maſter's ſake did kindly greet; | 


8 


Then 


142 Kings v. 15. Ver. 19. 
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Then aſk'd if all was well* ? and he reply'd, 
That all was well, and told this lie beſide, 
My maſter now hath ſent me unto thee 
To ſay, Behold two men are come to me, 
Two prophet's ſons from Ephraim's mount 
they are, TY | | 
Two changes of thy garments for chem ſpare ; | 
For them I pray (another favour grant) 
One talent of thy ſilver tis I want. | 
To which Naaman freely did conſent, 
And kindly bid Gehazi be content 
To take two talents“; which did greatly pleaſe, 
And ſent two ſervants with him for his eaſe ; 
Whey they arriv'd, the ſame he did beſtow® _ 
Within the houſe, and let the ſervants go. 
Though'this exploit he he he had con- 
9105 20 3 
The whole was to Eliſha ſoon reveal'd: 
When he returned, being void of fear, 
He ſoon before his maſter did appear; 
Who aſk'd, from whence he came; and he 
reply'd, | 
Thy ſervant went no whither* ; tho' he dl 
2 Kings v. 21. ver. 22. ver. 23. being 750l. 
ſterling. Ver £4. _.. Fer. 35. 
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Went not my heart along with thee, ſaid he, f 


When Na' man ſtopt, and turned back to thee; 

Is it a time, ſaid hie, to take rewards; 

In money, garments, vine, or olive- yards? 

In men and women ſervants, oxen, ſheep ?- 

Which ele though lawful in 1 to 

keep, 
Should not, through. Aer, be rar. 
gain'd, 

By falſhood' gotten, nor by fraud 'obtain'd ;' 

The leproſy of Na'man therefore ſhall' 

Clea ve unto thee, and on thy ſeed ſhall fall. 

A leper white as ſnow he then became“, 

And tefe: his maſter's HOWS with wig and. | 

This a&- of his was aa vile and baſe, 

By which he did the cauſe of God: diſgrace. 

Na'man might think Eliſha infincere- 

In his refuſal; or it might appear 

As if he ſold the gift of God for gain, 

Which then was free, and free if ſhouldire- 
„ - 

Gehazi's offspring; all His heirs in Sit, 

Who covet after riches, theſe inheric 


7 2 Kings v. 27. ; 
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A kind of ſecret leproſy of ſin, 
Not to be heal'd, unleſs they're waſh'd within ; 
In Jordan's ſtream alone is this effected, 
And many dippings muſt be there expected, | 
Until by judgment they are purify'd, 
And in the myſtick Jordan fully try'd. 
All ſuch as don't this way obtain a cure, | 
Muſt during life this leproſy endure ; 
For avarice in this reſembles pride, 
And never is or can be ſatisfy'd. 


Soon after this the prophets ſons, we read, 
Did with their friend Eliſha intercede, 
To let them make enlargements to the place, 
Which they inhabited — a num'rous race. 
On aſking him, they ſtrait had his conſent; 
Then they unto the banks of Jordan went: 
One of the men, in felling of a beam, 
Let fall his axe's head into the ſtream; 
Maſter, alas ! he cry'd, and was in ſorrow, 
Becauſe he of his friend the axe did borrow *. 
The man of God directed him to tell, 4 
The place near unto which the iron fell; 
As his delight was ſtill in doing good, 
He therefore for him cut a ſtick of wood, 


* 2 Kings vi, 2. Ver. 5. 
| And 
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And o'er the axe into the waters: threw, 
Which then aroſe, and ſwam* in open view; 
The man with pleaſure took it up again,, 
And ſo became relieved' of his pain. 
This friendly action ſhew'd' his condeſcenſion 
And willingneſs to favour their intention. 


As reſtleſs kings are ſeldom long at eaſe, 
Whilſt war or conqueſt only ſeem to pleaſe; 
In theſe purſuits Benhadad was employ'd, 

By which the Iſr'elites were much annoy'd; 

In, council he conſulted where to be., 

And how to: march upon them privately- 

But then Eliſha- information ſent 

Unto his- king, the danger to pre tent; 

Who ſent and found it! as the prophet ſaid; | 

And thus che Syrians ſchemes in vain were 

In 0 £7: 

At this Benhadad was indy vext, 

His councils baffled, and his eve per- 
plext. 

He aſkd his ſervants bag round, if di 

Did notice of his ſecret plans convey ? 


d 2. Kings vi, 6, Ver. 7. Ver. 8. Wer. 9. 
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And which of us, ſaid he, who with me — 
Is for Jehoram king of Iſrael *'? 
One anſwer'd, None, O king, but 'tis aid 
Their ſeer Eliſna makes thy councils known 
Whate'er-thou doſt in thy bed- chamber ſay, 


He to the king thy councils doth betray®. 


The prophet's character Benhadad knew, 
And therefore thought the information true; 
Becauſe Elifha's deeds had rais'd his fame, 
And thoſe reports unto Damaſcus came. 
He then gave orders ſpies ſoon ſhould be ſent, 
To find out where he was, but 'ere they went, 
One told the king, he was in Dothan then“: 
On which he ſent an hoſt of armed men; 
Horſes and chariots, Dothan to ſurround?, 
And there he thought Eliſha ſnould be found. 
Away they march'd to Dothan in the night, 
Where they encamped round the city quite; 
Which when the prophet's ſervant roſe he 
ipy'd, 
And to his maſter ran, Alas ! he cry'd, 
How ſhall we do* ? whoſe anſwer was, Fear 
not : 
Becauſe he knew he never was forgot; 


"2 op vi. 11. s Ver. 12. u Ver. 13. 
Ver. 14, * Ver. 15, 16. 
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He knew the Lord was able to defend, 


On whom alone he ſafely could depend; 

Who was indeed a favourite of heav'n, 

From whence to him ſo large a gift was giv'n; 

Then farther ſaid, More are with us than be 

Without with them; and pray'd that he might 
ſee : | 

The ſervant's eyes then open'd to admire. 

The mountain fill'd with horſes, all of fire, 

And fiery chariots round him; and from 

| thence | 

He ſaw his maſter's God was his defence. 

And then the prophet pany. the Syrians 
might 

Be inſtantly deprived of their ſight *: 

Which being granted, he among them went, 

And ſoon diverted them from their intent ; 

Told them, *twas 'not the way, nor that the 
place, 

Were they were like to ſee Eliſha's face ; 


But if, ſaid he, you all will follow me, 
I'll bring you to the man you want to'ſee", 
To which their blindneſs made them. all 


ſubmit, 
To be conducted where be te it fir; ; 


_ 12 Kings vi. 17. ö ver. 18. Ver. 19. 


And 
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And then he to Samaria led them all, 
Where he again upon the Lord did call, 
To open all their eyes ; who heard his pray'r, 
And then they ſaw they in Samaria were“. 
The king would for the prophet's ſake requite, 
And twice he ſaid, My father ſhall I ſmite? , 
But he refus'd, and plainly to him ſaid, 


Thou ſhalt not ſmite e cd cap- 


tives made, 


Took by thy bow or ſword, and quarter gewe, N 


Wouldſt thou then heſitate their lives to ſave? 
With bread and water let them be ſapply'd, 
And to their maſter go* ; he then comply 'd, 
And great proviſion for them did provide; 
Who eat and drank till fully fſatisfy*d ; 

And they returned back, and came no more 
(In bands to Iſr'el as they did before; ) 

But when at home they might with wonder tell, 


What in that enterpriſe had them befel. 


In warlike kings how cruel is the itch 
Of ſhedding blood, their kingdoms to enrich? 
How void of juſtice men who others ſlay, 

To ſpoil or take their property away? 


2 Kings vi. 20. Ver. 21. Ver. 22. Ver. 23. 
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This ſavage men or Heathens may do ſtill, 
But how can Chriſtians fellow Chriſtians kill? 
Tis ſtrange to think, nor can the thing be ſo, 
To war and fight a Chriſtian cannot go; 


Chriſtians in name, and merely in pretence, 


May go to war for want of chriſtian ſenſe, 


May loſe their men, their money, and their 


trade, | 


Their neighbour's right or kingdoms to invade; | 


But we may ſee when nations live in peace, 

Their riches, joy, and happineſs increaſe ; 

When int'reſt claſhes, or when fears ariſe, 

And they each other of the cauſe adviſe, 

*Tis beſt adjuſted by negotiation, 

And that at laſt muſt be its termination. 

Wiſe is it then, even at firſt to ſhun 

All wars, by which whole kingdoms are 
undone 

How King Benhadad dar'd again to fight, 

Or even wiſh to ſlay one Iſr' elite; 

Whoſe God was God indeed : and that he 
knew | | 

In divers cafes proved to be true; 

His laſt attempt might him from war deter, 

And peace to war might teach him to prefer; 

| But 
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But yet we ſee he ventur'd out again, 
As his laſt expedition was in vain ; 
Reſolving now his ſtrength again to try, 
And with the God of Iſrael to vie; 
And that no force his purpoſe ſhould defeat, 
Took care his army ſhould be ſtrong and 
great z | 

And then beſieg'd Samaria's city round, 
That no ſupplies afreſh could there be found; 
And when their ſtores were leſſen'd by their 

_ uſe, | 
This daily did a ſcarcity produce z 
From which a famine quickly did ſucceed, 
And which became exceeding great indeed*. 
One aſs's head was in the city ſold, 
For five pounds ſterling money we are told, 
Or four ſcore ſilver pieces, which amount 
Exactly to that ſum, by our account ; 
All other things were in proportion dear, 
Which render'd this calamity ſevere ; 
(If fo 'twas to be had) the abject poor, 
When they had purchas'd once, could buy no 

more; 
And as the king was paſſing on the wall, 
He hear'd a poor diſtreſſed woman call, 

* 2 Kings vi. 25. t Ibid, 

R 2 Help 


- 
| 
7 
l 
WW 


[ 184 J 
Help now my Lord, O king*,. but his reply 
Was, If the Lord don't help thee, whence 
- ſhall 1“? 
She told her caſe — This woman here, ſaid ſhe, | 
In our diſtreſs for food, agreed with me 
To kill and eat my ſon—and yeſterday 
We boiled mine, but her's is mov'd away* ; 
On hearing this Jehoram rent his clothes, 
And underneath his ſackcloth. did expoſe, ö 
And forrow rather than repentance choſe; J 
Who thought for this Eliſha was to blame, 
And that through him this heavy Jer 
ea me?: 
He then determin'd that the prophet's oak. 
Should ſoon repay the preſent want of bread ; 
Perhaps he thought the Syrians' being blind- 
Was thro? his pray'r, and yet retain'd inmind 
By king Benhadad, who did that reſent, | 
Which brought on them this r — 
ment 
But king Jehoram? s baſe and vile Intent? 
Eliſha's God was pleaſed to prevent: 
To him revealed what the king . 
And brought the ſins of Ahab to his mind; 


1 2 Kings vi. 26. » Ver, 27. x Ver 29, 7? ver. 31. 
| Who 


E 

Who to the elders ſitting with him ſaid, 
(As no offence could to his charge be laid) 
See how the murd'rers ſon my blood would 

ſhed, | 
And now is ſending one to take my head ; 
Shut now the door, and hold it faſt*, when he 
Approaches near, and comes to ſeize on me, 
For of his maſter's feet is not the ſound 
Now to be heard behind him *, on the ground? 
The elders ſcarcely had the prophet heard, 
Before th? aſſaſſin and the king appear'd. 
One of them ſpoke, and vilely did reflect 
Upon the Lord himſelf to this effect : 
Behold this evil now is of the Lord, 
Why ſhould we wait® (till he may help afford)? 
Claiming of God the right of his protection, 
And yet refuſing him their due ſubjection; 
Idols they ſtill pretended to admire, 
But not at all from judgment, but defire ; 
Their idol worſhip was not from conviction, 
But altogether to avoid reſtriction; 
But in diftreſs, and when they felt the rod, 
They knew Jehovah was the only God ; 


92 Kings vi. 32, hid. d Ver. 33. 
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They knew his mercy that he could forgive, 
And knew without him that * could not 
live 3 
They knew they could not ſerve him we in 
fear, 
And i in as. to his n here; 
And therefore choſe a ſtate of careleſs eaſe, 
To live, and do, and worſhip, as they pleaſe ; 
The idol worſhip could with eaſe attend, 
Do as they liſt, but not their god offend , 
Which was ng doubt from age to age the cauſe 
They ſo neglected the Almighty's laws; 
"Twas not becauſe he could not them protect, 
Or they from Baal greater help expect; 
Twas wilful fin, and meer licentiouſneſs, 
That had occaſion'd all their ſore diſtreſs : 
From this the preſent famine on them came, 
For which the king would fain Eliſha blame. 
No to return — the prophet to appeaſe 
The angry king, and give the people eaſe, . 
Deſir'd their ftrit attention to his word, 
And hear his meſſage to them from the Lord; 
That he would ſend ſuch plenty on the mor- 
row, 
As ſhould at once remove their preſent. ſorrow ; 


C2 Kings vii. 1. 
Told 
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Told them how cheap proviſions ſhould de 
But not from whence the plenty ſhould be 

brought. 
But that they ſhould obtain this great relief, 
| Exceeded far a certain lord's belief; 
If God would windows make in heav'n, ſaid he, 
Then might this thing indeed fulfilled be. 
Which (ſaid the prophet) thou ſhalt ſurely ſee, 
But it ſhall not be taſted of by thee*, _ 
'T was joyful tidings to a ſtarving city, 
gut *twas the Lord alone that ſhew'd em pity, 
For the beſiegers camp heard in the night 
Such noiſe of chariots*, as did them affright, 
With noiſe of horſes, and an army nigh, 
Caus'd them in terror from their camp to fly, 
Four lepers being ſat without the gate, 
Who for their death or ſome relief did wait, 
Said to each other, Why do we ſtay here 2 
If we the city enter famine's there 
If here we ſtay we ſhall be ſure to die, 
Come let us then unto the Syrians fly. 
If lain by them we can but die*, ſaid * 


If ſav'd alive *twill be a joyful day. 
So for the Syrian camp they bent their way; 


Ver. 6. # a Kings vi. 4. 
When 


* 2 Kings vii, 2. 
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When there they found horſes and aſſes ty d, 
And all the tents in order were beſide ; 
But they no man throughout the camp could 
find *, 
But all e ſtores ad baggage left behind. 
The hungry lepers having found ſupply, 
Of food ſufficient; were refreſh'd thereby; 
When they had eaten, and had drank their fill, 
They took what plunder me with all their 
ſkill . 
Knew where 9 hide* —at ft hey chought it 
right 8 
To leave the place in covert of the night, 
And haſten back in order to infuſe 
Throughout the city this moſt welcome news ; 
And ſoon they all returned to the gate, 
And to the porter did the whole relate; 
Who quickly ſent the tidings to the king, 
Yet he was not elated with the thing, 
But thought they marched with defign away, 
And in the fields in ſecret ambuſh lay; 
Who thought the hungry Iſr'elites would be 
Delighted with the booty * they would ſee ; 


3 


t 2 Kings vi. 85. Ver. 8. ver. 10. 
1 8 2 Kings vii. 12, 4 
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Would be detain'd with eating, and with 
plunder, 
With drinking, or with taking tents aſunder 3 
Might on a ſudden ruſh upon them there, 
And kill or take them *ere they were aware. 
From this ſuppos'd deceit ſome ſpies. were Y/ 
ſent, 
To ſearch them out, and know their true 
intent, 
Thoſe dreadful conſequences to prevent: 
The ſpies ſoon found the lepers ſtory true, 
For in the camp they ſaw no man in view, 
The tents were ſtanding, and the camp entire, 
The cauſe of which n could not but ad- 
mire; T 
They then rode on. as abs as e viding 
They in the way ſaw ſcatter'd things appear 4 
Garments and veſſels often thrown away, 
Which they through haſte® no further could 
CONVEY 3 | 
The ſcouts returning told how far they'd been; 
And what they in the camp and way had ſeen : 
The people then ruſh'd out with eager joy, 
To ſppil the camp, and quickly did employ, 


5 
off 


I2 Kings vii. 74. ver. 15. 
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All mand they had the plunder to convey, 
And to the city brought it ſoon away; 
Each for himſelf was hearty for the ſpoil, 
Not one among them did regard his toil, 
All who were able ſcuffled for a ſhare, 
And much confuſion certainly was there; 
But that ſame lord, who could not this believe, 
Did in the croud his mortal wound receive; 
He was appointed to attend the gate, 
And there he met with his predicted fate; 
He ſaw the plenty, which he did not taſte, 
Was trod to death by people in their haſte. 
So was Eliſha's prophecy fulfill'd, | 
The ſtarving fed, the unbeliever kill'd“; 
Though from their famine they were then : 
reliev'd, [is 
Yet was the Lord by their bees grie 5d! pt. 
Though thus deliver'd they would not amend, 
And therefore he determin'd ſoon to ſend 
A long and dreadful famine in the land, 
Which by the ſequel we may underſtand. 


Soon after this Eliſha told his friend 
The Shunammite, that God would ſurely ſend 


2 Kipgs vii. 2. 
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Seven years of ſamine, and this counſel gave, 

That ſhe and houſhold ſhould the country 
leave“; 

(Her huſband being old, or lately dead) 

And to ſojourn where they could purchaſe 

bread. | 

This friendly warning ſhe at once believ'd, 

And his advice with kind regard receiv'd; 

She for that ſpace with the Philiſtine ſtaid, 

Until the famine ceas'd , as he had ſaid; 

But in her abſence both her houſe and land 

Were occupied by another hand; 

Who took it as his own, and wiſh'd no doubt, 

The proper owner might not turn him out. 

But when the Shunammite to him apply'd 

To have her houſe and land ſhe was deny'd; 

But failing in ſucceſs, her next reſort 


Was to addreſs the king, and aſk him for't* ; 


To whom ſhe went, and by her interceſſion, 
Obtain'd an order for her whole poſſeſſion ; 
For God was pleaſed in his providence, 
The monarch to diſpoſe for her defence, 
By raiſing in his mind a ſtrong deſire, 
Into Eliſha's conduct to inquire * 

*2 Kings viii. 1. 7 ver, 2. At Ver. 3. 
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The prophet's ſervant, and his wonders ſeen; 
He told the king of divers things he knew, 
And ſaw perform'd, which certainly were true; 
Of which one was, the raiſing from the dead 
A lad at Shunam ſtretch'd upon his bed, 
When looking round, — . ks Shu- 
: nammite, 
Who then was come to aſkł him * her kits 


Lo here, ſaid he, the woman, this her ſon, 
On whom fo great a miracle was done. 


This confirmation in right ſeaſon came, 


And much induc'd him to believe her claim, 
And to appoint an officer to ſee 


That the poor Shunammite ſhould righted be; 
The land reſtor'd, th' intruder to repay 
The profit of it to that very day*; 


He might have known ſhe from the famine fled, 


And in that time he might ſuppoſe her dead; 
But when both ſhe and ſon came to demand 
The repoſſeſſion of their houſe and land; 
Twas baſe in him the woman fo to uſe, 


And What ſhe then requeſted to refuſe; 
Muhen ſhe return'd, and made her firſt demand, 
HFad he reſign'd it all into her hjAand. 

g 2 Kings vili. 5, Ver. 6. 
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She * no doubt have then no more re- 
8 quir'd, 
For this was all ſhe S deſir d, 
But by refuſing he his credit loſt ; 
And found at laſt it proved to his coſt ; 
But Providence herein was pleas'd to bleſs 
This worthy woman then with this ſucceſs ; 
As they who love the ſervants of the Lord, 
; Will never miſs of bleſſings and reward, | 


Je; 


Eliſha next unto Damaſcus came“, 

When king Benhadad hearing of his fame ; 
ö And being ſick, he then Hazael ſent, 

Who vith great preſents to the prophet went, 
; No leſs than forty camels loads, to know 
Whether the king recover ſhould*, or no; 
Whoſe anſwer was, Go tell the king that he | 
May certainly of this recover'd be, | 
(And ſo he might if ſuffer'd to remain; 
But he foreſaw he would be quickly lain Y 
And then he added, as a full reply, 
The Lord hath ſhewn me he will ſurely die“. 
He then ſo fixt his eyes upon the man, 
As tho? he had conceiv'd his ſecret plan: 


2 Kings vill. 7. ” Ver. 8, x Ver. 10. 
8 And 
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And look'd until Hazael bluſh'd for ſhame, 
And tears of ſorrow from the prophet came. 
Hazael ſaid, Why weepeſt thou, my lord? 
(What anguiſh doth my countenance afford ?) 


The prophet told him plainly then from 


. whence | 
His tears aroſe, *twas from an invied ſenſe 
That he would the king of Syria be, 
And would on Iſr'el ſhew his cruelty; 
By thee their ſtrong holds will be ſet on fire, 
Their young men will be lain at thy deſire 
Women with child ript up, and from the ſtones 
Will riſe?, of daughter d babes the dying 
groans; 
What is thy ſervant then a dog ? ſaid he, 
That thou foretells ſuch horrid things of me. 
Thus having ſaid, he ſoon return'd to court, 
And gave the king a ſhort, but falſe report, 
That he ſhould ſurely live-; but in his heart 
Determin'd ſoon to act the traitor's part 
For on the morrow, to his great diſgrace, 
He laid a thick wet cloth upon his face; 
By which the poor ſick king was quickly 
dead, ä 
And then Hazael reigned in his ſtead. 


2 Kingeviii. 12. Ver. 13. * Ver, 14. b Ver, 15. 
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Though Ahab's houſe had long unpuniſh'd 
been, : 
Whoſe dire reward Elijah had foreſeen, 
And Jezebel the queen was yet alive, 
With ſev'nty ſons, who did till now ſurvive; 
The meaſure being full, the time drew nigh, 
When each of them aſſuredly muſt die; 
And all the things Elijah propheſy'd, 
Muſt very ſoon be amply verify'd, 
Upon Baal's prieſts and people by the ſword ; 
And come to paſs according to his word ; 
(About twelve years before) when *twas ap- 
pointed, | 
That Jehu ſhould be Iſr'el's king anointed, 
This to fulfil — Eliſha rather choſe 
A younger man, in whom he could repoſe 
So great a truſt, and who could ſwiftly run, 
And flee for ſafety, when the work was done ; 
But by Eliſha he was firſt inſtructed 
How this affair ſhould be by him conducted. 
To Ramoth-Gilead go thy way, ſaid he, 
And take this box of ointment now with thee; 
Call Jehu out, and with the utmoſt care | 
Take him aſide into a chamber, where 
You may be private, and anoint him there“. 


© 2 Kings ix. 23, 
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And in the bulineſs thus he did ſucceed. 


At Jehu look'd and ſaid, I have to thee | 
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When this is done, open the door and flee", 


And when return'd, report the deed to me. 


This younger prophet due attention gave 
To theſe directions how he ſhould behave ; 
And then for Ramoth-Gilead went with ſpeed, 


When he to Ramoth-Gilead came, he found 
Jehu with” other captains ſitting round; 
And that his ſtay but very ſhort might be 


An errand here — Jehu this anſwer made ; 
To which of us? And then the prophet ſaid, 


To thee, O captain, am I only ſent ; 


Then they withdrew, and to a chamber went; 


He pour'd the ointment then on Jehu's head, 


Which when he had upon him fully ſhed, 


His meſſage told; Thus faith the Lord, ſaid 
EF. | 

I over Iſr'el have anointed thee 

To reign as king — and thou ſhalt alſo ſmite 

The houſe of Ahab, and deſtroy it quite: 

Avenge my ſervants blood which fy have 
ſpilt*, 

And frem the land remove the load of guilt ; 

FER” 


42 Kings ix. 3, *Ver. 7 | 
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Dogs ſhall devour the queen at Jezreel flain*, 

And no ſepulchre her loath'd corpſe con- 
tain® , 

When he had ſpoken what he had to ſay, 

He ſtept unto the door, and went away. 

When he withdrew, the captain aſk'd what 
cauſe, 

For that mad fellow's coming to him was. 

Jehu ſuppos'd that either from his dreſs, 

Or what they ſaw, they might his errand 
gueſs 5 

You know, ſaid he, the man's communica- 
tion®, | 

They ſaid *twas falſe?, and wanted information. 

He knew his cauſe mide ſuffer by delay, 

Nor on that criſis car'd to loſe a day; 

He therefore told them what the prophet ſaid, 

And what he did, but they no anſwer made ; 

But ev'ry one appear'd to be content, 

And then about the work in haſte they went ; 

Proclaim'd him king, by ſound of trumpets 
there*, | 

And own'd that they his proper . were, 


7 2 Kings ix. 10. E Ibid, d Ver, 11. 
i Ver. 12. k Ver, 123. 
be 


S 3 He 


LI 

He then requeſted every one might ſtay, 
That none to Jezreel might the cauſe betray'; 
But he himſelf would go, and firſt be there, 
For which he ſoon his chariot did prepare, 
With armed men ſufficient for his guard, 
(Which as a king he knew he could reward) 
To go to Jezreel, where king Joram had 
Sometime reſided; as his wounds were bad®; 
Now Ahaziah happen'd there to be, 
Who went his brother Joram then to ſee“; 
A watchman ſtood upon the tow'r, and there 
He Jehu ſpy'd, and all his men appear; 
I ſee a company of men, ſaid he, 
Which Joram ſent a meſſenger to ſee ; 
Who came to Jehu, ſaying, Is it peace? 
But Jehu's conduct made their fears in- 
D 0-6 F 
For what haſt thou to do with peace ? faid he ; 
Turn thee behind me now, and follow me* 
The watehman ſeeing, told the king he 

ſtaid, | 
(But he beginning then to be afraid) 
Sent out another man to aſk the fame ; 
But when he alſo unto Jehu came, 


12 Kings ix. 15. ver. 16. * Ibid, Ver. 18. 
He 
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He alſo ſtopp'd, as t'other did before; 
But Joram failing twice, ſent out no more. 
The watchman told the king, that he perceiy'd 
Who Jehu was, which quickly he believ'd ; 
Becauſe, faid he, he cometh on with "51 
And drives like Jehu, furiouſly? indeed. 
The kings then took their chariots and their 
men, 
And went to meet him to0 3 Jehoram then 
Aſk'd if *twas peace? he anſwer'd not the 
fame 
He did the men when they to meet him came, 
But only anſwer'd roughly thus, What peace, 
While yet thy mother's whoredoms do increaſe, 
And witchcrafts are ſo many? ? Then he had 
Great cauſe to think his caſe was truly bad, 
And turn'd about, intending to have fled, 
But Jehu with an arrow ſhot him dead“; 
Then in the fields of Naboth he was thrown, 
Which Ahab took from Naboth as his own, 
When Ahaziah ſaw Jehoram ſlain, 
He fled for ſafety, but he fled in vain ; 
Jehu purſu'd him too, whom in his flight, 
He gave commandment in his car to ſmite 


? z Kings ix. 20 1 Ver, 2. Ver. 24. 


By 
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By Gur they ſmote him, yet he bore to ride 

As far as Megiddo, and there he dy'd'. 

When Jezebel of Jehu's coming heard, 

She, as a queen, for his approach prepar'd ; 

Her face ſhe painted, and her head attir'd, 

And from her window look'd, to be admir'd ; 

When through the gate he came, he heard 

her ſay, 

Had Zimri peace, who did his 20 427 > 

But Jehu boldly to the people cry'd, 

With voice extended, Who is on my ſide *? 

And ſeeing then ſome eunuchs by her ſtand, 

He gave to them his abſolute command 

To throw her down”; who inſtantly comply'd, 

By which that proud, that wicked woman 
dupy'd; 

Who was ſo bruis'd and maimed by the fall, 

Her blood was ſpilt and fprinkled on the wall; 

And horſes too, who trod her under feet“, 

And trampled on her in the open ſtreet. 


When Jehu and his men a while had been 
To eat and drink, they gs upon the 
queen; 


, 2 Kings i ix. 27. t Ver. 31. Ver. 32. 
Ver. 32, 33 x Ver. 33. G 
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Go now, ſaid he, this curſed woman ſee, 
And bury her, becauſe (continued he) 
She is the daughter of a king” ; (but queen 
He call'd her not, who had ſo wicked been) 
But when they came, nought but her palms 

they found, 
With ſkull and feet remaining on the ground; 
The greedy dogs had eat the reſt with ſpeed, 
As by the Lord had been before decreed; 
When Jehu learn'd her doleful end, he cried, 
Thus from the Lord the Tiſhbite propheſied; 
The fleſh of Jezebel in Jezreel's plain“, 
e The dogs ſhall eat; her carcaſe dung remain 
« In Jezreel's portion on the field; and none, 
« Crying this is Jezebel, her death bemoan.”? | 


Now Jezreel being but a country ſeat, 
To Iſr'el's kings, for pleaſure and retreat, 
All Ahab's children in Samaria were, 
Both for inſtruction, and for proper care, 
And ſeventy ſons, we read, reſided there“; 
(For children's ſons, as ſons, were then 
eſteem'd, 

And doubtleſs ſuch of Ahab's ſons were 
deem'd ;) 
12 Kings ix, 34. Ver. 35. 1 Kings xxi. 23. 
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King Jehu therefore to Samaria ſends, 
Unto the rulers, and the children's friends, 
Adviſing them (though only in pretence) 
As they had arms and men for their defence, 
To chooſe among thoſe ſons which they 
thought fit, 
And then by force of arms cauſe him to ſit 
On Iſr'el's throne?; but they were all afraid, 
And in their conſultations thus they ſaid. 
Two e ood not, but fell by his com- 
mand, 

eh how can we, ſaid ide! before him 
| "Rand? | 
And then they ſent a etage to an 
We are thy ſervants and will thee obey, 
And do what thou ſhalt bid us; and this thing 
They added alſo, We will make thee king“; 
(But little thought what ſhortly would befall 
The houſe of Ahab, and the prieſts of Baal ;) 
Jehu to them this anſwer quickly ſent, 
If you are mine, and are to ſerve me bent, 
Then let the ſev'nty ſons of Ahab be 
All ſlain by you, and ſend their heads to me“; 


2 Rings x. 2, 3. Ver. 4. Ver. 5. Ver. 6. 
To 
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To this they were obliged to comply, 
And with reluctance ſentenc'd them to die, 
Whoſe heads to Jehu were in baſkets ſent*, 
And one went with them alſo to prevent, 
The leaſt delay, (as Jehu had defir'd) 
To ſay, the heads were brought which he 
requir'd. 
: When Jehu found their heads were oo my 
ſaid, | ö 
Let them unto the gate be now convey'd, 
And in two heaps until the morning laid. 
When morning came, the king was quickly 
there, 
And to the people ſaid, Ve kts are ; 
But I againſt my maſter have conſpir'd, 
But who ſlew theſe*? or who their death 
deſir*d ? | 
There's not a word Elijah ſaid ſhall fall 
Unto the ground, but be fulfilled all!, 
Concerning Ahab's houſe—and then he flew 
Ahab's relations there, (and prieſts a few) 
With his great men, who then at Jezreel were,“ 
And then for his returning did prepare 


52 Kings x. 7, bh Ver. 9. Ver. 10. 
E Ver. 11. 
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| King Jehu therefore to Samaria ſends, 


Unto the rulers, and the children's friends, 
Adviſing them (though only in pretence) 
As they had arms and men for their defence, 
To chooſe among thoſe ſons which they 


_ _ thought fit, 
And then by force of arms cauſe him to fit 


On Iſr'el's throne?; but they were all afraid, 


And in their conſultations thus they ſaid. 


Two 8 * . but fell by his com- 
mand, 


es how can we, ſaid they, before him 


ſtande? 


And then they ſent a moſibiader to ay, 


We are thy ſervants and will thee obey, 


And do what thou ſhalt bid us; and this thing 
They added alfo, We will make thee king“; 


(But little thought what ſhortly would befall 
The houſe of Ahab, and the prieſts of Baal ;) 
Jehu to them this anſwer quickly ſent, 

If you are mine, and are to ſerve me bent, 
Then let the ſev'nty ſons of Ahab be 

All lain by you, and ſend their heads to me“; 


2 Rings x. 2, 3. Ver. 4. Ver. 5. Ver. 6. 
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To this they were obliged to comply, 
And with reluctance ſentenc'd them to die, 
Whoſe heads to Jehu were in baſkets ſent®, 
And one went with them alſo to prevent, 
The leaſt delay, (as Jehu had deſir'd) 
To ſay, the heads were brought which he 
requir'd. - 
When Jehu found their heads were there, he 
ſaid, ? 
Let them unto the gate be now convey'd, 
And in two heaps until the morning laid. 
When morning came, the king was quickly 
there, 
And to the people ſaid, Ye ue are; 
But I againſt my maſter have conſpir'd, 
But who ſlew theſe*? or who their death 
deſir'd? i 
There's not a word Elijah ſaid ſhall fall 
Unto the ground, but be fulfilled all“, 
Concerning Ahab's houſe—and then he flew 
Ahab's relations there, (and prieſts a few) 
With his great men; who then at Jezreel were, © 
And then for his returning did prepare; 


© 2 Kings x. 7, b Ver. 9. Ver. 10. 
E Ver. 11. 
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King Jehu therefore to Samaria ſends, 
Unto the rulers, and the children's friends, 
Adviſing them (though only in pretence) 
As they had arms and men for their defence, 
To chooſe among thoſe ſons which they 
thought fit, 
And then by force of arms cauſe him to ſit 
On Iſr'el's throne?; but they were all afraid, 
And in their conſultations thus they ſaid. 
Two W ſtood not, but fell by his com- 
mand, 

es how can we, ſaid they, before him 
ſtande? | 
And then they ſent a ebe to an 
We are thy ſervants and wilt thee obey, 
And do what thou ſhalt bid us; and this thing 
They added alſo, We will make thee king“; 
(Bur-little thought what ſhortly would befall 
The houſe of Ahab, and the prieſts of Baal ;) 
Jehu to them this anſwer quickly ſent, 
If you are mine, and are to ſerve me bent, 
Then let the ſev*nty ſons of Ahab be 
All lain by you, and ſend their heads to me“; 


2 Kings x. 2, 3, Ver. 4. Ver. 5. f Ver. 6. 
To 
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To this they were obliged to comply, 
And with reluctance ſentenc'd them to die, 
Whoſe heads to Jehu were in baſkets ſent*, 
And one went with them alſo to prevent, 
The leaſt delay, (as Jehu had deſir'd) 
To ſay, the heads were brought which he 
requir'd. 
When Jehu found their heads were es he 
ſaid, | 
Let them unto the gate be now-convey'd, 
And in two heaps until the morning laid. 
When morning came, the king was quickly 
there, 
And to the people ſaid, Ye kts are; 
But I againſt my maſter have conſpir'd, 1 
But who ſlew theſe*? or who their death 
deſir'd ? 
There's not a word Elijah ſaid ſhall fall 
Unto the ground, but be fulfilled all!, 
Concerning Ahab's houſe—and then he flew 
Ahab's relations there, (and prieſts a few) 
With his great men, who then at Jezreel were, 
And then for his returning did prepare; 


52 Kings x. 7. d Ver. 9. Ver. 10. 
E Ver. 11. 
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But at the ſhearing houſe', upon the way, 

(Where he perhaps might ſtop as well as they) 

He Ahaziah's brethren chanc'd to meet 

Unto Samaria going, there to greet 

The children of the king and queen® ; and 

He order'd then his men alive to ſeize : 

And there theſe forty-two were alſo lain®, 

When this was done he marched on again, 

But as he rode he happen'd to eſpy 

Jehonadab the ſon of Rechab nigh, 

And aſked him, Is thy heart right as mine, 

Is alſo right herein (ſaid he) with thine ? 

Give me thy hand, come ſee my zeal, he cry'd, 

Now for the Lord, and made him with him 
ride. 

When they arriv'd, all that did appertain | 


To Ahab's houſe and family were ſlain, 
Till not one ſingle perſon did remain?. 

So vengeance Ahab's houſe did overtake, . 
Becauſe they did the laws of God forſake. 
Thus cruel men are uſed as a rod, 

To men more wicked, who forſake their God. 


0 Ver, 16. 'P Ver, 17. 
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Jehu did next the people there collect, 

And then addreſſed them to this effect: 

(As he was ſubtil, ſo his ſpeech was fly) 

Ahab ſerv'd Baal little, much will I* 

Let all the prieſts of Baal, and people be 

Conven'd together ſpeedily to me; 

(And he pretended for religion's ſake) 

To Baal 1 have a ſacrifice to make“, 

A large aſſembly ſolemnly proclaim *, 

For all that worſhip Baal, or own his name; 

And he who don't attend ſhall ſurely die: 

To which they all did willingly comply, 

And Jehu then throughout all Iſr'el ſent, 

Where all obey'd, and came with one conſent ; 

That not a man among them all, we find, 

Refus'd to come, nor one that ſtaid behind, 

Until the houſe was full from end to end*; 

Then Jehu with Jehonadab his friend, 

Enter'd the houſe, and ſearch'd it well to ſee, 

That none were there“, but thoſe he wiſh'd 
to be; 

And whilſt employ'd about their ſacrifice, 

Jehu did all his fourſcore men appriſe 


72 Kings x. 18, Ver. 10. Ver. 20. 
Ver. 21. Ver. 23. 
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of his defign, and what did then depend 

| Upon their care, the bus neſs to attend; 

And told them alſo, if one got away, 

The man that ſpar'd him, with his life ſhould 
pay“. 

And when the ſacrifices there were ended, 

Or had perform'd what Jehu then intended, 

The guards and captains ruſh'd with ſword i in 
hand, 

And flew them all*, according to command. 

To finiſh all, then in their vengeful ire, 

Baal's houſe and image they conſum'd with 
fire”. 


Thus have I trac'd the judgments that befel 
A people who preſumed to rebel 
Againſt the Lord, as if they meant thereby, 
His indignation or his ſtrength to try ; 
And ſee if he that's merciful could be 
By any. means provoked to jealouſy; 
And which at laſt with double vengeance 
came 
To their deſtruction, ruin, loſs, *. ſhame; 
As they that will provoke their chiefeſt friend 
Muſt loſe his love and favour in the end. 


* Kings x. 24 Ver. 25. 7 Ver. 26. 
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So they by ſinning brought on deſolation, 

On thoſe.among them of exalted ſtation, 

Two kings, a queen, and princes of the 
blood* ; | 

Nobles and prieſts together — few withſtood 

The rouſed juſtice of an angry God, 

Judah and Iſr'el felt the heavy rod. 


Jehu the king perform'd all this, we find, 
As for the Lord, according to his mind; 
(But yet he ſerv'd him not with all his 0 
Nor did he from idolatry depart“; 

The golden calves he yet retained ſtill, 
Yet for this ſervice God declar'd his will, 
That he ſo far would his deſcendants own, 
That three ſucceeding heirs ſhould fill his 

_ throne®*; 
But had he faithfully the Lord obey'd, 


His heirs the ſceptre might have longer ſway'd. 


But Ahab's houſe of this had notice giv” * 


By divers prophets from the God of heav'n; 


But na advice nor warning would they take, 
Nor their idolatry at all forſake ; 


\ 


= 2 Kings ix, 4. 27. 33. and x. 6, Ver. 31.“ Ver. 30. 
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So that the Lord, and prophets too, were clear, 
As by their frequent meſſages appear. 
This wicked people diſbeliey'd, or fought, 
The ruin which upon theinſelves they brought; 
For God is juſt and equal in his ways, 

To whom belongs our worſhip and our praiſe, 
But as the ſins of Iſt'el did not ceaſe, 
This made the anger of the Lord increaſe ; 
Who gave them up into Hazael's hand, 
Who made incurſions often in their land; 
And. thoſe diſtreſſes on them ſtill remain'd, 
While king Hazael and Benhadad reign'd ; 
So that the Iſr'elites were divers ways 

By them oppreſſed, even all their days. 


Now for the ſpace of more than fifty years, 
As by the ſacred record it appears, 
There is no. mention of Eliſha made, 
Till in the reign of Joaſh, when it's ſaid, 
That he was fallen ſick, and Joaſh came ; 
Wept o'er his face, when he beheld the 
fame. _ 
Now this good king the Lord was pleas'd to 

make, 

A ſaviour to his people“, for their ſake ; 


2 Kings xiii. 14, Ver. 5. 
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And then Eliſha ſaid (to let him ſee 

How much the Syrians ſtrength ſhould 
weaken'd be,) 

Take now thy bow and arrow in thy hand, 

Open the window, cloſely by it ſtand, 

Then eaſtward look, and let thy arrow fly, 

With which the king did willingly comply; 

And then the prophet ſaid, This unto 4 


An arrow of deliverance ſhall be“, 

And of releaſe from Syrian tyranny. | 
To ſmite upon the ground, was his advice, 
And Joaſh ſmote ; but only did it thrice : 
At which the prophet ſeem'd to be offended, 
Becauſe he did not ſmite as he intended, 

But then Eliſha ſaid unto the king, 

In order further to explain the thing, 

Thy ſmiting five or ſix times ſhould have been, 
So ſhouldſt thou have ſo many conqueſts ſeen; 
But as thou haſt but only ſmitten three, 
There ſhall on Syria no more conqueſts be*. 
And when the prophet thus had propheſy d, 
His ſervice being done, we read he dy'd*, 
And with his maſter great is his reward, 
Whoſe worthy deeds yet live upon record. 


* 2 Kings xiii. 17, Ver. 19. er. 20. 


= 


210 J 
Thus dy'd the man of God, ſo much approv'd, 


Who by the righteous greatly was belov'd, 
By kings and people valu'd and prefer'd; 
In peace he dy'd, with honour was interr'd. 
Some months had he in his ſepulchre laid, 
And then another corpſe was there convey'd ; 
A band of Moabites then come in ſight, 
Did ſuddenly the people fo affright, | 
They caſt the man into Eliſha's grave, 
Which they unbury'd were oblig'd to leave; 
But when the body did Eliſha's touch, 
The virtue of the prophet's bones was . 
( Or elſe the power of God appear'd fo much) 
The man revived, and ſtood upon his feet“, 
To own his ſervant, thus the Lord ſaw meet. 


Thus Iſrael and Judah too might ſee, 

That he was honour'd in an high degree; 

_ Own'd at the plow, protected from his birth, 
Ovn'd in his life, and when entomb'd in earth. 
All generations, when they hear his name, 
With juſt applauſe will alſo hear his fame; 
Who by the Lord divinely was inſpir'd, 
Eſteem'd by many, and by moſt admir'd. 


2 Kings Xii. 21. 
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Thus vice's puniſhment, and virtue's prize, 
Alike inſtruct us to be early wile. 
Who wretched Ahab's fearful death ſurveys 
But hopes a happier end will cloſe his days 
Let then his heart with watchful caution dread 
To leave the narrow path, the broad to tread ; 
For this purſued, to ſure deſtruction tends, 
But that in never-fading tranſport ends. 
Who views without a wiſh the like to prove, 
The holy prophets aided from above; 
Then let each youth a like devotion pay, 
Be as ſincere, if not ſo fam'd, as they. 


THE END 
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